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MDCCL1V, 


to  THE 


PRESIDENT* 

t  H  E 

Treasurer,  and  Governours 
of  Gdy’s  Hofpital. 

Gentlemen, 

J  -  M 

S  the  greateft  part  of  the  Cafes 
defcribed  in  this  Collection, 
have  occurr’d  to  me  in  the 
Hofpital  over  which  you  pre- 
fide  ;  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  Ad- 
dreffing  them  to  you,  as  the  only  Ac- 
kowledgment  I  can  make  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  you  have  done  me,  in  appointing 
me  one  of  your  Surgeons. 

A  2 


Should 


dedication; 

Should  thele  Papers  be  found  to 
conduce  in  any  degree  to  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  my  Profeffion,  or  in  other 
Words,  to  the  Benefit  of  Mankind,  I 
dare  fay  it  will  be  no  inconfiderable 
Pleafure  to  you,  under  whofe  Direc¬ 
tion  this  Charity  flouriflies,  to  refledt, 
that  an  Hofpital  is  not  only  the  Inftru- 
ment  of  Relief  to  the  Diftrefled  who 
are  immediately  received  there,  but 
alio  a  Means  of  helping  others,  by  fur- 
nilhing  fuch  Principles  and  Practice, 
as  may  improve  the  Art  of  Surgery, 
and  thus  render  the  Benefi  more 

I  am ,  with  the  greatejl  Refpeff* 

« 

Gentlemen, 

your  mojl  obedient ,  and 

mojl  obliged  humble  Servant', 


Hatton- G  ardcn , 
July  1 8,  ?  754. 


Joseph  Warn  e  r. 
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CASE  I. 


Of  a  fraSlured  Scull  with  a  Wound  of 
the  Longitudinal  Sinus . 

o 


5te 


T  is  a  Maxim  with  almofl  all  Wri- 
ters  in  Surgery,  to  fpeak  of  the 
H kJS  Impropriety  and  danger  of  the 
Application  of  the  Trepan,  upon 
certain  parts  of  the  Cranium ,  previous  to  a 
Defcription  of  the  Operation.  The  Parts  of 
he  Scull  which  are  look’d  upon  as  improper 
or  the  Admiffion  of  the  Inftrument,  are  the 
futures  in  general,  the  Sagittal  Suture  in  par- 
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ticular,  the  whole  of  the  Os  Occipitis ,  and 
the  anterior,  and  inferior  Part  of  the  Os 
Frcntis •  Eat  notwithftanding  it  may  be 
right  to  have  a  general  regard  to  thefe  Rules ; 
yet  there  are  Inftances  where  they  cannot  take 
place  but  by  wholly  neglecting  the  Operation. 

The  particular  Attachment  of  the  Dura 
Mater  to  the  Sutures  of  the  Scull  in  general, 
and  the  Courfe  of  the  Longitudinal  Sinus  un¬ 
der  the  Sagittal  Suture  in  particular,  are  not 
fufficient  Reafons  for  the  abfolute  forbidding 
the  Application  of  the  Inftrument  upon  thefe 
Parts ;  fince  Fradlures  of  the  Scull  are  fome- 
times  fo  circum  danced  as  abfolutely  to  require 
it,  and  the  Patient  is  othervvife  incapable  of 
being  reliev’d  by  the  Operation. 

The  Rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Chefelden ,  in 
his  Obfervation  upon  Monlieur  Le  Dra?2 ,  feems 
to  be  too  politive,  where  he  fays,  cc  that  no 
“Inftrument  fhould  ever  be  applied  over  the 
“  Longitudinal  Sinus,  nor  ought  the  Inftru- 
cc  ment  to  be  introduced  between  that  and 
cc  the  Scull.”  I 

As  fome  reafon  and  excufe  for  my  dif- 
fenting  from  the  Opinion  of  fo  eminent  a 
Man,  I  am  induc’d  to  offer  the  following 
Cafe  as  a  Proof  of  its  Neceffity  under  certain 

Cir-1 
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Circum  (lances,  and  of  the  little  Danger  there 
feems  to  attend  even  a  Wound  of  the  Longi¬ 
tudinal  Sinus.  An  inftance  of  which  Mr, 
Chefelde n  has  given  us  himfelf,  where  he  fays, 
<c  the  Longitudinal  Sinus,  or  the  Veffels  that 
cc  empty  into  it  were  wounded  by  a  Surgeon,’* 
which  he  fays,  <c  he  ftopt  by  dry  Lint;  and 
<c  had  the  good  Luck  to  fave  his  Patient.*’ 

r- — y—  —  aged  13,  on  the  1 6th  of 
November ,  1749,  was  (truck  with  a  pointed 
Piece  of  Iron,  upon  the  upper  and  middle 
Part  of  the  Head,  fo  immediately  upon  the 
Sagittal  Sature  as  to  force  a  bit  of  both  Parietal 
Bones  into  the  Longitudinal  Sinus.  Imme¬ 
diately  upon  receiving  the  Blow,  he  fell  down, 
and  became  fenfelefs,  but  in  a  few  Minutes 
afterwards  recover’d,  and  continued  well  for 
fix  Days.  At  the  End  of  which  Time,  he 
was  feiz’d  with  Epileptic  Fits,  which  were 
very  frequent,  accompany’d  with  Vomitings, 
and  a  Palfy  of  the  left  Side ;  the  Sight  of  his 
left  Eye  was  per  fed:,  but  his  right  Eye  was 
fo  affeded  as  to  make  all  (ingle  Objeds  appear 
double.  Thefe  Symptoms  continued  till  the 
27th  of  December  following,  when  he  was  put 
under  my  care.  Upon  examination,  I  found 

B  2  th& 
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e  <  .  -  •  ...  v, 

* 

the  Circum  fiances  as  related  above,  and  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  Opera¬ 
tion.  Upon  raking  off  the  Scalp,  there  iflued 
a  continued  Stream  of  Blood  through  the 
Hole  made  in  the  Bone ;  I  applied  the  Tre¬ 
pan  lo  as  to  include  the  Hole  made  through 
the  Bone,  and  the  Sagittal  Suture,  within  the 
Circle  of  the  Inftrument.  Upon  taking  out 
the  circular  Piece  of  Bone,  there  appear’d  a 
Wound  which  was  made  into  the  Sinus  by 
the  bits  of  Bone  that  were  then  flicking  in 
it,  which  1  enlarged  with  a  Lancet,  in  order 
to  extract  them  with  lefs  Violence.  Upon 
taking  them  out,  the  Ddcharge  of  Blood  was 
increafed  ;  but  upon  the  Application  of  dry 
Lint  only,  the  Ha?mG?~rhage  if  opt.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  Operation,  he  fainted,  but  loon 
recovered  ;  in  half  an  Hour’s  time  he  ex- 
preffd  an  agreeable  Senfation  on  his  left  Side, 
and  by  the  next  Morning  had  fo  well  reco¬ 
ver’d  the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs  as  to  be  able  to 
move  them  freely  to  any  part  of  the  Bed.  In 
fix  Days  after  the  Operation,  he  perfectly  re¬ 
cover’d  the  Sight  of  his  right  Eye ;  from 
this  time  he  continued  to  mend  till  the  19th 
of  January  following,  when  he  accidentally 
receiv  a  a  Blow  upon  his  Head.  Soon  after 

which, 
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which,  he  complain’d  of  a  Numbnefs  in  hia 
Jeft  Arm,  and  a  return  of  the  Dimnefs  in  his 
right  Eye.  Upon  taking  off  the  D  effings, 
there  appear’d  fome  clots  of  Blood  upon  them, 
and  his  Head  was  con  fide  rably  d Border ’d  till 
the  26th  of  the  fame  Month,  when  he  grew 
tolerably  well  again.  Upon  obferving  a  Fun¬ 
gus  to  have  rifen  a  confiderable  I  Light,  above 
the  Surface  of  the  Skull,  which  would  not 
fubfide  with  proper  Applications  affifted  by 
preffure,  I  pared  it  off:  This  gave  him  very 
little  Pain,  but  for  a  few  Minutes  afterwards 
he  complain’d  of  a  Numbnefs  all  over  him, 
which  foon  went  off,  and  he  continued  well 
till  February  the  2d,  when  he  complain’d  of 

'  a  Sicknefs  in  his  Stomach,  and  of  acute  Pains 

» 

in  both  his  Elbows.  February  the  3d,  as  I 
was  drefling  him,  he  was  fuddenly  attack’d 
with  a  Shivering,  and  the  Dura  Mater  ap¬ 
pearing  particularly  prominent,  I  divided  it, 
and  difcover'd  a  Piece  of  Bone  flicking  in 
the  Brain,  which  I  endeavour’d  to  extract, 
but  meeting  with  confiderable  refiilance,  was 
obliged  to  enlarge  the  Wound,  which  admitted 
of  its  being  more  eafily  removed. 

A  few  Days  after  this,  he  complain’d  of 
confiderable  Pain  on  the  right  Side,  about 

B  3  two 


6 


Cases  in  Surgery. 

two  Inches  below  the  old  Wound,  which 
increafed  upon  Prefiure :  Upon  Shaving 

the  Scalp,  there  appear’d  a  fmall  Difcolora- 
tion  which  induced  me  to  repeat  the  Opera¬ 
tion  upon  this  Part.  Upon  taking  out  the 
Bone,  the  Dura  Mater  appear’d  confiderably 
elevated,  and  difcolor’d  :  For  which  Reafon 
I  divided  the  Membrane ,  and  gave  iflfue  to 
a  large  quantity  of  Matter,  which  was 
confined  underneath  it.  On  the  next  Day 
he  was  free  from  Pain,  but  on  the  Day  fol¬ 
lowing  his  Pulfe  grew  bad,  and  fo  continued 
till  the  Evening,  when  he  expired. 

Upon  opening  his  Head,  there  appear’d  a 
confiderabie  Quantity  of  Matter  lodged  in  the 
Subftance  of  the  Brain,  particularly  in  the 
right  Hemifphere. 

Query.  Could  the  want  of  Succefs  in  this 
Operation  be  attributed  to  the  Wound  of  the 
Sinus  Longitudinalis ;  and  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  hope  that  the  Operation  might  have  been 
fuccefsful,  if  no  extraneous  Body  had  been 
lodged  in  the  Subftance  of  the  Brain  ? 

The  Wound  of  the  Longitudinal  Sinus  did 
not  probably  produce  any  dangerous  Symptoms, 

b§caufe 
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becaufe  it  never  bled  again  after  being  once 
flopp’d,  which  was  eafily  effeded  ;  and  if  we 
credit  the  fourth  Obfervation  of  Marchetti , 
there  does  not  feem  to  be  fo  great  a  Danger 
attending  a  Wound  of  this  Sinus  as  is  generally 
apprehended. 


CASE  II. 


Of  a  fractured  Scull ,  where  the  Operation  was 
fuccefsfully  perforin' d  upon  the  Lamb doi dal 
Suture. 

TV/f  AT  1754,  H - A -  aged  18,  re- 

ceiv’d  a  Blow  on  the  pofierior  Part  of 

the  Head  upon  the  Lambdoidal  Suture,  at  about 
an  Inch  and  a  half  diftance  from  its  upper 
Angle,  which  lacerated  the  Scalp,  and  frac¬ 
tured  the  Scull.  Upon  examining  the  Wound, 
and  finding  it  thus  circumftanced,  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  fcalp’d,  which  gave  me  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difcovering  the  Nature  and  Extent 
of  the  Injury  done  to  the  Bone.  The  Fradure 
extended  to  about  three  Inches  in  length  ob¬ 
liquely  upwards  upon  the  left  Parietal  Bone  ; 
and  one  of  the  OJfa  Triquetra  appear’d  vi- 
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fibly  deprefs’d,  and  beat  inward  upon  the 
Dura  Mater .  Upon  receiving  the  Blow,  the 
Boy  fell  down,  and  became  fenfelefs,  which  was 
foon  fucceeded  by  Vomitings,  and  a  Difcharge 
of  Blood  from  the  Nofe.  In  an  Hour  after 
the  Accident,  he  was  brought  into  the  Hof- 
pital,  and  the  Operation  was  perform’d  fo 
imrne  hately  upon  the  Lambdoidal  Suture,  as 
to  include  the  deprefs’d  Bone,  which  could 
not  other  wife  have  been  remov’d.  Upon 
taking  out  the  Piece  of  Bone,  the  Dura  Mater 
appear’d  prominent,  and  tenfe  ;  I  divided  it 
with  a  Launcet,  and  gave  iffue  to  a  Quantity 
of  Serum  that  was  confined  underneath  it. 
From  the  great  Extent  of  the  Fradture,  I 
judged  it  neceffary  to  apply  the  Trepan  a  fe- 
cond  Time,  which  was  accordingly  done  upon 
the  Parietal  Bone,*  at  about  an  Inch  and  half 
diflance  from  the  former  Place.  The  Dura 
Mater  appear’d  here  in  its  natural  State ,  for 
which  reafon  I  thought  it  unneceffary  to  divide 
it.  The  next  Morning  after  the  Operation, 
the  Patient  was  blooded  on  account  of  a  full- 
nefs  in  hi  Pulfe,  and  of  the  Stupor  which  ftill 
remain’d  in  feme  degree  ;  in  the  Evening  an 
emollient  Clvfter  was  adminiider’d,  from  which 
Treatment  he  receiv’d  immediate  relief,  and 

continued 
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continued  to  mend  from  this  time  without  any 
Relapfe  till  he  perfectly  recover’d,  which  was 
in  nine  Weeks  after  the  Operation. 

Remark. 

I  n  this  Cafe,  the  Attachment  of  the  Dura 
Mater  to  the  Lambdoidal  Suture  appear’d 
very  inconfiderable  ;  and  feeing  the  Nature  of 
the  Accident  was  fuch,  as  to  render  the  Ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Inflrument  upon  that  Part,  ub- 
folutely  neceffary  to  the  taking  off  the  Preffure 
from  the  fubjacent  Membranes  and  Brain, 
which  they  labour’d  under  from  the  deprefs’d 
Bone ;  Pm  induced  to  think  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  the  Propriety  of  Operating  upon 
the  Suture.  The  Courfe  of  the  Longitudinal, 
and  Lateral  Sinufes,  were  here  quite  out  of 
the  Queflion.  It  has  been  obferved  by  Wri¬ 
ters,  that  when  the  Head  receives  fo  violent  a 
Blow  as  to  Fradture  the  Scull,  that  the  natu¬ 
ral  Attachment  of  the  Dura  Mater  to  the 
internal  Part  of  the  Cranium ,  is  broken  off,  and 
confequently  there  can  be  very  little  danger  of 
injuring  the  fubjacent  Membrane  with  the 
Teeth  of  the  Saw.  Again  it  is  agreed,  under 
fome  circumftances,  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  divide  the  Dura  Mater ,  to  give  ilfue  to  any 

ex- 
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extravafated  Fluid  that  is  confined  underneath 
it,  which  is  often  pra&ifed  with  fuccefs.  I 
am  induced  therefore  to  think,  it  has  been  a 
Rule  too  generally  laid  down  by  Authors,  to 
forbid  the  Application  of  the  Infirument  upon 
thefe  Parts ;  lince  by  following  it  too  ftridtly, 
the  Trepan  muft  neceflariiy  be  omitted  in 
Cafes  that  are  not  otherwife  to  be  relieved  5 
in  confequence  of  which,  the  Patient  is  de¬ 
prived  of  fuch  benefit,  as  might  probably  ac- 
crue  from  the  Operation. 


CASE  III. 


Of  a  Man  where  the  Operation  of  the  Trepan 
had  been  Juccefsfully  perform'd  upon  the  Os 
Occipitis. 

I  N  the  two  preceeding  Cafes,  I  have  given 
infiances  where  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  apply  the  Trepan  upon  the  Sagittal  and 
Lambdoidal  Sutures.  In  the  following  it  will 
appear,  that  the  Trepan  may  be  likewife  fafely 
apply’d  upon  the  Os  Occipitis ,  contrary  to 
the  general  Opinion  of  Authors. 


II 
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On  the  21ft  of  February ,  1753,  I  gave  a 
Ledure  upon  the  Brain  of  a  Man  who  was 
(executed  at  Tyburn .  Upon  fawing  through  the 
:?cull  (which  I  have  now  by  me)  I  obferved 
hat  he  had  formerly  been  trepan’d  upon  the 
Occipital  Bone.  The  Indrument  appeared  to 
>iave  been  apply ’d  upon  the  Os  Occipitis ,  at 
eaft  an  Inch  didant  from  the  upper  Angle  of 
:he  Lambdoidal  Suture,  and  very  near  to  the 
eft  Side  of  the  Sulcus ,  which  is  form’d  in 
:hat  Bone  for  the  Reception  of  the  poderior 
Part  of  the  Longitudinal  Sinus. 

This  Operation  muft  have  been  per¬ 
form’d  a  confiderable  time  before  his  Execu¬ 
tion,  fince  there  was  a  firm  Cicatrix  of  the 
» 

Integuments.  There  was  not  the  lead  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  Callus  which  had  fhot  from 
the  Circumference  of  the  Hole  made  into  the 

■  *  'i 

the  Bone  by  the  circular  Saw.  The  Cure 
feem’d  to  be  compleated  merely  by  a  dried 
Adhefion  of  the  Dura  Mater ,  to  the  Circum¬ 
ference  of  the  Opening  made  through  the 

Scull,  and  by  an  elongation  of  the  Integu¬ 
ments  which  compofe  the  Scalp.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  Reafons  given  by  Authors  for  the  Im¬ 
propriety  of  the  Application  of  the  Trepan 
upon  this  Bone,  are  thefe:  The  Unevennefs 
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of  its  external,  and  internal  Surfaces,  and  the 
Courfe  of  the  Longitudinal,  and  Lateral 
Sinufes. 

But  the  firft  Obje&ion  can  be  of  no  great 
weight ;  and  as  the  chief  Sinufes  poffefs  only 
the  upper  and  middle  lateral  Parts  of  the 
Os  Occipitis ,  the  Operation  may,  contrary  to 
the  general  Opinion,  be  fafely  perform’d  uponii 
this  Bone,  on  either  fide  the  Lambdoidal  Su¬ 
ture,  as  low  down  as  the  fi.lt  occipital  Ridge, 
eorrefponding  to  which,  on  the  Infide,  are  the 
lateral  Sinufes. 

From  what  has  been  already  observed  in 
the  preceding  Cafes,  I  think  it  may  be  fairly 
concluded,  that  there  is  no  Part  of  the  Scull 
upon  which  the  Operation  may  not  be  per-’ 
formed  in  Cafes  of  Emergency,  except,  at  the 
anterior  inferior  Angles  of  the  parietal 
Bones,  on  the  internal  Part  of  which  the  Ar- 
teria  dura  Matris  runs,  and  on  the  anterior 
and  inferior  Part  of  the  Os  Frontis ,  where  its 
Tables  are  well  enough  known  to  be  at  a 
confiderable  Difiance  from  each  other  in 
Adults,  and  by  this  means  to  form  a  Ca¬ 
vity  diftinguilh’d  by  the  Name  of  the  Sinus 
Frontalis . 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 


A  Jhort  Account  of  fome  extraordinary  Faffs 
attending  the  Operation  of  Coaching,  &c. 


L.  aged  26,  about  nine  Years  ago  was 


fuddenly  attacked  with  a  Dimnefs  in 
both  his  Eyes,  which  happened  without  any 
previous  Accident  or  Pain  in  the  Head,  the 
Diforder  continued  for  three  Years  in  much 
the  fame  State,  when  it  began  to  increafe, 
and  fo  continued  till  he  became  incapable  of 
diftinguifhing  Objeds.  He  remained  under 
thefe  Circumftances  till  Marchy  1748,  when 
he  came  to  London ,  and  put  himfelf  under 
my  Care. 

The  Difeafe  was  a  Cataraff ,  or  Opakenefs 
in  each  of  the  Chryjialline  Humours ;  that  in 
in  the  right  Eye  appeared  to  adhere  to  the 
inferior  Part  of  the  Iris,  but  without  any  de- 
fed:  or  Alteration  in  the  Shape  of  the  Pupil. 
He  was  capable  of  diftinguifhing  Light,  and 


Colours.  In  the  left  Eye,  the  Chryflallme 


Humour  was  adherent  to  the  greateft  Part  of 


the 


the  Iris.  The  Pupil  appeared  to  extend  be 
neath  the  Cataraft^  and  to  have  change* 
its  Shape,  from  a  Circle,  to  an  oblong 
through  the  lower  Part  of  which,  a  fmal 
Share  of  Light  was  admitted  to  the  Botton 
of  the  Eye.  | 

From  thefe  Circumftances,  I  judged  i 
improper  to  meddle  with  the  left  Eye,  and  a 
the  fame  time  confidered  the  Event  of  th< 
Operation  as  precarious  in  the  Right.  How 
ever,  I  undertook  it  upon  a  probability  c 
Succefs,  and  couched  the  right  Eye  on  th< 
third  of  April  following. 

Upon  endeavouring  to  deprefs  the  CataraB 
I  perceived  it  to  make  a  confiderable  Refiftanci 
to  the  Inftrument,  which  was  occafloned  h 

4 

its  adhefion  to  the  inferior  Part  of  the  Iris 
So  that  I  was  obliged  to  diredt  my  Needli 
underneath  the  Cataraffi,  and  lift  it  up,  be 
fore  I  could  difen  gage  it  from  the  Iris,  whicl 
I  effected  with  feme  difficulty,  and  at  lengtl 
deprefled  it. 

H  e  fuffered  very  little  Pain  from  the  Ope¬ 
ration.  In  fix  Days  after  I  examined  the  Eye 
when  the  CatarciEl  appeared  to  have  refumec 
its  former  Situation. 
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j  O  n  the  third  of  May  following,  I  couched 
aim  a  fecond  Time,  the  Cat ar a fubfided 
nuch  more  eafily  than  before  ;  this  Opera- 
ion  was  attended  with  as  little  Pain  as  the  pre¬ 
ceding  :  Upon  examining  the  Eye  a  Week 
tfter,  I  perceived  the  Cataract  to  have  rifen  a 
econd  Time,  but  fo  imperfedtly,  as  to  cover 
he  lower  Half  of  the  Pupil  only.  The  upper 
Half  of  it  appeared  clear,  and  he  could  dif- 
:ingui(h  Letters  through  it,  by  the  help  of  a 
^onvex-glafs. 

j ,  I  w  a  s  in  hopes  from  this  Appearance,  that 
he  CataraCk  might  in  time  have  fubfided  (as 
1  have  frequently  known  it  do  under  the  like 
Circumftances)  without  any  farther  Operation. 
But  on  account  of  the  little  Pain  which  the  Pa¬ 
rent  had  fuffered  from  thefe  Operations,  he  in- 
Ififted  upon  a  Third,  which  I  performed  upon 
the  23d  of  the  fame  Month,  and  the  Chryf- 
\attine  was  eafily  deprefied.  But  fuch  was  the 
Difpofition  of  the  Catara5ly  that  it  rofe  up  a 
third  Time,  but  in  fo  fhaking  and  wafted 
a  Condition,  as  to  promife  a  Speedy  Difap- 
pearance.  However,  the  Patient  remaining 
piflatisfied,  and  unwilling  to  return  Plome 
upon  a  bare  Probability  of  its  wafting  away  ; 
I  was  prevailed  upon  to  perform  the  Opera¬ 
tion  a  fourth  Time.  Thb 
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The  Catarabl  immediately  fubfided  upon 
the  flighted  Touch  of  the  Needle,  and  did 
not  appear  again.  '-■» 

T  h  e  Patient  was  capable  of  reading,  and 
and  writing,  with  the  Affiftance  of  a  Convex- 
glafs,  in  a  Fortnight  after  this  Operation  ;  and 
now  fees  well  enough  to  follow  his  Profeffion 
of  Surgery  and  Pharmacy.  It  is  remarkable 
that  there  was  hardly  any  Inflammation  or 
Pain,  in  confequence  of  either  of  thefe  Ope¬ 
rations. 

When  he  Aril  began  to  look  at  a  Candle,, 
or  any  other  Angle  ObjeCt,  it  appeared  to 
him  •  multiplied ;  and  when  he  flrfl:  read,  he 

conceived  of  Letters  as  remaining  imprinted 
upon  the  Bottom  of  the  Eye  for  fome  Flours 

afterwards,  but  by  a  little  ufe  thefe  Phenomena 
were  quite  removed. 

•  «  «4  f  PS  1 

Remark. 

;  From  this  Example  it  appears,  how  diffi¬ 
cult  it  is  to  remove  the  CataraB  effectually, 
when  complicated  with  an  adhefion  of  it  to 
the  Iris:  and  again,  how  warrantable  it  may 
be  to  repeat  the  Operation  with  a  Probability  of 
Succefs,  in  fuch  Cafes  as  are  attended  with 
the  like  favourable  Circumflances. 

If 
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I  f  the  Chryjlalline  had  been  totally  re¬ 
moved  by  Extraction,  thefe  Returns  of  the 
Difeafe  could  not  have  happened.  But  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  if  it  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  by  opening  the  Cornea,  the  Opera¬ 
tion  would  not  probably  have  terminated  fo 
happily;  lince  the  vitreous  Humour  muft  in 
all  likelihood  have  been  wholly,  or  in  a  great 
part  difcharged,  in  endeavouring  at  a  Removal 
of  the  Chryjlalline. 

Instances  of  which  I  have  known  to 
occur,  attended  with  fuch  circumftances,  as 
to  render  a  fecond  Operation  impracticable. 

So  that  however  fuccefsful  this  method  of  Ope¬ 
rating  may  have  proved  in  Cataracts,  that  are 
quite  free  from  adhefion  ;  yet  I  think  the  Ope¬ 
ration  is  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  equal 
benefit,  when  they  are  otherwife  circum- 
ftanced. 

Monsieur  Daviel's  own  Accounts  of 
the  Succefs  attending  his  method  of  opening 
the  Cornea ,  and  extracting  the  Chryjlalline , 
are  fo  very  extraordinary,  as  aim  oft  to  exceed 
probability ;  and  I  cannot  help  confidering 
them  as  partial,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  Ac¬ 
counts  given  us  of  the  very  different  Succefs 

attending  this  Operation,  when  performed  by 

C  others 
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others  in  nearly  the  fame  Manner,  as  well  as 
from  my  own  Experience. 

From  the  refult  of  thofe  Experiments, 
which  were  made  upon  nineteen  Eyes,  by 
M.  Me  rand,  M.  Poyet ,  and  by  M.  De  la  Faye , 
of  which  there  is  a  particular  Account  given 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sur¬ 
gery  at  Paris ,  printed  in  the  Year  1753,  it 
appears  that  the  Benefit  attending  both  methods 
of  Operating  is  fo  nearly  equal,  as  to  make 
it  uncertain  which  of  the  two  is  attended  with 
the  greateft  Succefs :  So  that,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  both  methods  of  Operating  may  be  found 
to  have  their  Advantages  in  particular  Cafes. 

Since  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  making 
fome  Remarks  upon  M.  DavieT s  own  Ac¬ 
count,  of  the  great  Succefs  attending  his 
Method  of  the  Removal  of  Cataraffis ,  by 
.extracting  the  Chryjlaliine  Humours ;  perhaps 
it  will  not  be  unacceptable,  fhould  1  make 
inch  an  AbftraCt  from  his  own  Memoir,  as 
immediately  relates  to  this  particular,  and  the 
Manner  of  his  performing  thefe  Operations; 
and  upon  prefumption  of  meeting  with  this  In¬ 
dulgence,  I  have  added  a  fecond  AbftraCt  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Event  of  thofe  feveral  Operations 
which  were  performed  by  M.  Morand ,  M. 
Poyet ,  and  M.  De  la  Faye .  ji 
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A  Jhort  Abftradi  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris,  of  an  Account 
of  the  Operations  of  the  Cataract,  for  the 
Extraction  of  the  Chryftalline,  done  by 
Monfieur  Poyet,  before  the  Commif dries  of  the 
Academy ,  as  drawn  up  by  Mefjieurs  Morand, 
and  Verdier. 

The  Academy  has  obferv’d  with  Pleafure, 
the  Eagernefs  which  has  been  (hewn  to  make 
the  Operation  for  the  Cataract  more  Ample 
and  perfect,  by  extracting  the  Chryftalline , 
which  has  been  fuccefsfully  practis’d  by  M. 
I>aviely  who  has  himfelf  given  an  Account 
of  this  method,  Page  337.  See  Acad .  Royal 
of  Surg .  at  Paris ,  printed  Anno.  1 753.  Several 
Perfons  have  invented  an  Inftrument,  and  al- 
moft  at  the  fame  Time,  with  which  the  Cbr- 
nea  might  be  divided  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to 
make  one  Inftrument  only  neceflary. 

Mon s  1  eur  Poyet ,  formerly  Surgeon  of 
the  Hotel  Dieu ,  and  lately  appointed  Surgeon 
of  La  Charitey  hath  prefented  one  of  his  own 
Invention.  A  little  Time  afterwards,  Mr. 

Sharp  of  Londony  fent  to  M.  Morand  the 
Defign  of  another  Inftrument,  which  he  had 

exhibited  to  the  Royal  Society. 

C  a  Monsieur 
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Monsieur.  Poyet  has  already  made  fome 
Experiments  upon  dead  bodies  with  his  Inftru- 
ment,  before  the  Commiffaries  nam’d  by  the 
Academy  for  that  Purpofe  ;  they  report  that  it 
appear’d  to  them  to  have  fucceeded  particularly 
well.  M.  Morand,  from  that  time,  engaged 
to  ask  Leave  of  the  Governors  of  the  Hof- 
pital  of  Invalids,  for  M.  Poyet  and  M,  La 
Faye ,  to  operate,  which  they  confented  to, 
out  of  regard  to  the  great  Zeal,  which  the 
Surgeons  of  Paris  (hew  for  their  Art. 

Monsieur  Moran d aflembled  nineteen  Peo¬ 
ple  difeas’d  with  proper  Cataracts,  who  were 
prepar’d  for  the  Operation ;  and  on  June  the 
i  ith,  i  753,  they  were  all  operated  upon,  one 
after  another.  Six  of  the  Operations  were  per¬ 
form’d  by  M.  Morand,  Six  by  M.  La  Faye , 
and  Seven  by  M.  Poyet ,  of  which  take  the 
following  Account.  M.  Morand  endeavour’d 
to  deprefs  the  Cataract  of  M.  Vallot,  an 
Officer,aged65Years,but  from  feme  unaccoun¬ 
table  Accident  it  efcaped  from  its  Bed,  upon 
being  touch’d  with  the  Needle,  and  was  ready 
to  pafs  into  the  anterior  Chamber  of  the  Eye. 
Upon  which,  M.  Morand  recommended  the 
Patient  to  M.  Poyet ,  as  a  favourable  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  trying  his  Operation,  which  M,  Poyet 

accepted 
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accepted  of.  When  the  Cornea  was  fufficiently 
divided,  the  Chryjialline  immediately  follow’d 

without  any  preffure  at  all,  and  no  Accident 
happened.  The  Cicatrix  of  the  Cornea  ap¬ 
pear’d  firm  on  the  eighth  Day.  The  Patient 
was  vifited  by  the  Commiflaries  on  July  u, 
and  25,  when  he  declar’d  he  could  not  dif- 
tinguilh  Obje&s.  Upon  Examination,  it 
was  found  he  had  a  Gutta  Serena ;  and  be- 
fides  this,  a  fecond  CataraS  was  form’d  by 
a  thickening  of  the  Membrane  which  in¬ 
verts  the  Bed  of  the  vitreous  Humour. 

John  Baptijl  Roux,  aged  65,  was  operated 
upon  next  by  M.  Poyet ;  after  the  Cornea  was 
divided,  the  Chryjialline  fell  out  upon  the  Eye 
being  gently  prefs’d  ;  the  Patient  had  only  a 
flight  Inflammation  of  the  ConjunSHva  ;  he 
was  vifited  by  the  Commiflaries  on  July  the 
1  ith,  and  could  diftinguifh  Objects.  He  was 
vifited  again  on  July  25,  and  could  only  fee 
Day-light ;  his  Eye  was  attack’d  with  an 
Inflammation ;  upon  the  Whole,  he  fees  but 
little. 

Peter  Merrier,  aged  64,  was  next  ope¬ 
rated  upon,  by  M.  Poyet ,  he  had  no  bad  Sym¬ 
ptoms  after  the  Operation :  he  fees  very  well. 
The  Pupil  has  chang’d  its  Figure,  and  is  not 
quite  round.  C  3  Francis 
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Francis  Riviere ,  aged  56,  was  operated 
upon  next,  the  Cornea  of  his  right  Eye  was 
opened  by  M.  Poyet ;  the  Cornea  of  his  left 
was  opened  by  M.  ha  Faye  ;  he  has  had  no  ac¬ 
cident  in  the  right,  but  has  fuffered  greatly  in 
the  left  Eye  ;  he  can  fee  Light,  but  cannot 
diftinguifh  Objects. 

Julien  he  Gendre ,  aged  70,  had  his  Cornea 
opened  by  M.  Poyet ;  he  has  had  no  accident ; 
the  Pupil  has  chang’d  its  fhape,  and  he  can 
diftinguifh  Colours, 

Claude  Boucher ,  aged  72,  had  both  his  Eyes 
very  much  funk,  and  his  Eye-lids  a  little 
cleft:  The  Sedtion  of  the  Cornea  of  the 
right  Eye  was  a  little  too  fmall,  by  which 
means  M.  Poyet  was  oblig’d  to  prefs  the  Eye 
a  little  more  than  ufual,  to  fqueeze  out  the 
ChryftaUine .  A  confiderable  Inflammation  fuc- 
ceeded  this  Operation,  which  was  followed 
with  a  Suppuration  of  the  whole  Globe  of  the 
Eye,  and  the  Patient  does  not  fee  at  all.  The 
left  Eye  had  no  Accident ;  the  Patient  fees  in¬ 
differently  well. 

Such  was  the  State  of  M.  Poyet' s  Patients 
on  July  the  25th,  which  was  lix  Weeks  after 
the  Operations. 


It 
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I  t  now  remains  for  us  to  tell  his  Opi¬ 
nion  upon  fome  Points,  and  compare  his 
Operations  with  the  others.  M.  Poyet  thinks 
the  Inftrument  for  cutting  the  Cornea ,  ought 
to  be  ftraight  like  his  own;  he  pretends  that  the 
Iris  is  by  that  means  lefs  liable  to  be  wounded, 
and  that  the  Sedtion  of  the  Cornea  made  with 
an  Inftrument  a  little  Convex,  becomes  more 
difficult. 

Mr.  Sharp's  Inftrument  is  alfo  ftraight,  M. 
La  Faye's  Inftrument  is  a  little  curv’d  on  the 
fore  part  of  its  Blade.  But  we  have  not  been 
able  to  diftinguifh  any  difference  in  their  ad¬ 
vantages  ;  they  each  of  them  had  one  Patient 
whofe  Iris  was  a  little  wounded. 

Monsieur  Poyet  attributes  the  Inflamma¬ 
tion  which  befei  the  Eye  of  one  of  his  Patients, 
to  the  Conjunctiva  being  wounded  ;  but  we 
don’t  think  this  a  fufficient  Reafon  to  account 
for  it.  However,  we  agree  with  M.  Poyet , 
that  the  Cornea  fhould  be  divided  two  thirds 
of  its  Circumference  to  facilitate  the  Exit  of 
the  Chryftalline ,  if  it  prefents  itfelf  readily ; 
or  to  be  able  by  this  means  to  cut  with  eafe 
the  Capfula  of  the  Chryftalline,  if  it  adheres  too 
much  to  its  Bed.  We  don’t  think  that  the 
Impofthumations  which  happened  to  the  Eye 

C  4  operate 
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operated  upon  by  M.  La  Fayey  and  to  that  ope¬ 
rated  upon  by  M.  Pcyet ,  are  to  be  attributed 

to  their  Inftruments.  Thefe  Accidents  have 
happened  to  M.  Daviel ;  nor  do  we  think 
thefe  Accidents  peculiar  to  the  Operation  of 
the  CataraB  by  ex  trad  ion  of  the  Chryjtalline , 
fince  we  have  feen  them  happen  in  the  com¬ 
mon  method  of  Couching. 

In  fine,  we  will  give  a  fhort  Account  of 
the  Succefs  of  thefe  nineteen  Operations 
which  have  been  fucceflively  perform’d. 

O  f  the  fix  CataraBs  couch’d  by  M.  Morandy 
in  the  common  Method,  three  have  fucceeded, 
and  the  Patients  fee  very  well  j  three  of  the 
CataraBs  are  rifen  again. 

O  f  the  Six  which  M.  La  Faye  has  operated 
tapon  by  extrading  the  CataraB ,  there  are  two 
that  fee  well,  two  who  fee  not  fo  well,  and 
two  who  do  not  fee  at  all. 

Of  the  Seven  operated  upon  by  M.  Poyet, 
two  of  them  fee  well,  two  not  fo  well,  one 
fees  Day-light,  two  do  not  fee  at  all. 

T  h  1  s  is  a  true  Account  of  the  Proceedings 
and  Succefs  of  the  Operations ;  but  we  are 
not  anfwerable  for  any  Accidents  which  may 
have  happened  fince  our  laft  Examination, 
as  they  would  be  foreign  to  the  Operation. 

AbjlraB 
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Abjlracl  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Surgery  at  Paris,  fublijh'd  Anno. 

\  1753- 

I  4  «  v 

In  Page  338,  M.  David  diftinguifhes  Ca¬ 
taraB  s  into  two  Species  only  5  one  he  calls  the 
true  CataraB ,  or  that  of  a  good  kind  ;  the 
other  he  calls  the  falfe  CataraB ,  or  that  of  a 
bad  kind,  when  it  is  accompanied  with  other 
Difeafes.  He  fays,  it  is  not  the  Colour  of 
the  CataraB  which  determines  the  good 
Species,  but  other  Circumftances,  fuch  as  the 
Motion  of  the  Pupil  of  the  Eye,  and  the 
Ability  of  diftinguifhi  rg  Day  from  Night. 

Monsjeur  Davielt ays,  he  receiv'd  the  firfl 
hint  of  this  Operation  from  an  Accident, 
which  happened  to  him  in  couching  the  com- 
mon  way  the  Chryftalline  was  broken  into 
Pieces,  and  efcap’d  into  the  anterior  Chamber 
of  the  Eye.  This  determin’d  him  to  open  the 
Cornea  tranfparens  to  empty  the  anterior 
Chamber,  after  which,  the  Pupil  appear’d  clear, 
and  he  could  diftinguifh  Objedts ;  but  in  ten 
Days  after  the  Operation,  there  enfued  an 
Inflammation  and  fuppuration  of  the  Eye, 
which  he  attributed  entirely  to  the  Violence 
done  to  the  vitreous  Humour,  and  to  the  inner 

Mem* 
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Membranes  of  the  Eye  in  his  firft  Attempt ; 
this  made  him  determine  not  to  proceed  for 
the  future  in  the  fame  Method,  but  to  be¬ 
gin  with  opening  the  Cornea ,  and  afterwards 
to  introduce  a  fmall  Spatula  into  the  anterior 
Chamber  of  the  Eye,  and  to  diflodge  the 
Chryjlalline  from  its  Bed  ;  which  he  did  upon 
a  Woman,  and  fhe  was  cur’d  in  fifteen  Days. 

The  event  of  this  Operation  induc’d  him 
to  try  it  upon  four  more,  which  he  did 
with  Succefs.  But  (fays  he)  there  appear’d 
to  me  to  be  ftill  many  things  wanting  to  per¬ 
fect  this  Method.  After  thefe  four,  he  tried 
the  fame  Method  upon  feveral  others,  but 
not  with  equal  Benefit.  From  this  time  he 
thought  proper  to  try  a  new  Method  of  Ope¬ 
rating.  The  preceding  Operations  had  been 
perform’d  by  three  Inftruments,  viz.  a  curved 
Needle,  a  Pair  of  crooked  Sciflars,  and  a 
fmall  Spatula.  But  he  now  undertook  the 
Operation  with  two  Inftruments  only,  one 
like  a  fmall  Biftory,  with  which  he  opened 
the  Sclerotica  :  Afterwards  he  introduced  a 
fmall  Spatula  through  the  fame  opening  into 
the  Eye,  betwixt  the  pofterior  Part  of  the 
Iris,  and  the  Chryjlalline  Humour,  and  by 
this  means  eafily  deprefs’d  the  CataraEi. 
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A  great  many  Operations  of  this  kind 
>eing  attended  with  Succefs,  as  many  emi- 
lent  Surgeons  (he  fays)  can  teftify,  he  thought 
or  fome  time  this  method  preferable  to  any 
rther.  He  put  in  Practice  all  the  different 
Vlethods  of  Operating,  and  with  all  the 
lifferent  Inflruments :  But  he  found  upon  the 
vhole,  that  when  the  vitreous  Humour,  and 
he  feveral  Membranes  that  are  fituated  behind 
he  Iris,  are  difturb’d  by  the  Needle,  there 
rery  often  fucceeded  Inflammations  and  Sup¬ 
purations  of  the  Eye,  and  fometimes  an 
Atrophy  of  the  Globe,  with  other  Accidents. 
)n  which  account  he  at  length  dropp’d  this 
aethod,  and  determin’d  for  the  future  to  Ope- 
ate  by  opening  the  Come a ,  as  he  had  done  at 
irft. 

I  n  the  following  Manner,  he  fays,  he  has 
performed  two  hundred  and  fix  Operations, 
ut  of  which,  one  hundred  and  eighty  two 
lave  fucceeded. 

It  is  of  no  Confequence  (he  obferves)  of 
/hat  kind  the  Cataracts  are,  •  whether  foft, 
ard,  of  long  (landing,  or  of  different  Colours. 
The  Operation  will  fucceed  equally  well,  if 
le  Eyes  be  found  in  other  refpedls,  becaufe 
le  principal  Intention  of  his  Operation  is  the 

Ex- 
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Extraction  of  the  Chryfialline ,  which  is  eafily 
effected  by  thefe  means.  The  Infirumenti 
he  employs  are  a  curv’d  Needle  with  a  (harp 
Point,  and  Sides  like  a  Launcet ;  a  blunt 
pointed  curv’d  Needle,  with  fharp  fides;  a 
Pair  of  crooked  Convex  Sciffars ;  a  fmall  Spa¬ 
tula  of  Gold,  Silver,  or  Steel  a  little  curv’d, 
to  lift  up  the  Cornea  with,  another  fmall 
pointed  Needle,  which  cuts  on  both  fides  to 
open  the  Capfula  of  the  Chryfialline  Humour; 
a  fmall  Golden,  Silver,  or  Steel  Curette  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  Iffue  of  the  Chryfialline ,  or  to 
draw  out  the  remaining  Fragments  when  they 
flick  to  the  Edge  of  the  Pupil ;  and  befides 
thefe,  a  fmall  Pair  of  Pincers  to  take  out  any 
pieces  of  the  Capfula  of  the  Chryfialline .  The 
Method  of  his  Operating  is  this  ;  he  placer 
the  Patient  oppofite  to  him,  upon  a  Seat  of  a 
convenient  height,  and  covering  one  Eye  with 
a  Bandage,  the  upper  Eye-lid  of  the  other  is 
help  up  by  an  Affiftant  plac’d  behind  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  and  the  under  Eye* lid  is  held  down  by 
the  Operator,  who  places  his  Elbow  upon  his 
Knee  by  way  of  fupport  to  his  Arm  ;  then 
he  plunges  the  firfl  Inftrument  like  a  Launcet 
into  the  Bottom  of  the  Cornea,  near  the  Scle¬ 
rotica ,  and  thrufls  it  a  little  above  the  Pupil, 

taking 
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aking  care  not  to  wound  the  Iris  5  this  being 
lone,  he  withdraws  this  Inftrument;  then  in¬ 
troduces  the  blunt  pointed  Needle,  with  which 
,ie  enlarges  the  Incifion  by  cutting  on  each 
ide  ftill  more ;  as  the  Cornea  is  now  grown 
laccid,  he  makes  ufe  of  a  Pair  of  curved  Con- 
/ek  Sciflars,  with  which  he  enlarges  the 
Wound  on  each  fide  ftill  more,  till  the  Cor- 
vea  is  divided  near  three  Parts  round ;  then 
le  introduces  a  fmall  Spatula  into  the  Wound, 

vith  which  he  lifts  up  the  Cornea ,  and  after- 
yards  proceeds  to  wound  the  Capfula  of  the 
Ihryftalline  with  a  fharp  fmall  couching 
Needle.  Sometimes,  fays  he,  this  Membrane 
nuft  be  cut  all  round  in  order  to  bring  it  in 
irely  out,  if  it  is  thickened  and  wrinkled, 
br  fear  it  fhould  obftrudt  the  Pupil ;  when  it 
s  is  fo  cut,  it  may  be  extracted  with  a  Pair  of 
Pincers ;  After  having  cut  the  Capfula  in  this 
nannen,  the  Spatula  may  be  introduc’d  be- 
wixt  the  Iris  and  Chryftalline  to  detach  it 
rom  its  Bed,  and  facilitate  its  Exit, 

The  Cornea  is  then  to  be  put  in  its  pro- 
)er  fituation  again,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the 
nferior  Part  of  the  Globe  of  the  Eye  muft  be 
;ently  prefs’d,  by  which  means  the  Chryjlaili?ie 
nay  be  fqueez’d  out  without  breaking  thepof- 

terior 
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tenor  Part. of  the  Capfula ,  which  keeps  the 

vitreous  Humour  in  its  proper  Place.  M. 
JD aviel  fays,  he  thinks  there  are  no  Inconve- 

niencies  attending  this  method  of  Operating, 
but  what  may  with  care  be  avoided ;  and  it 
has  this  great  Advantage  over  others,  that 
the  Cataraff  can  never  rife  again. 

\ The  Manner  of  performing  the  Operation  of 
ext  raffing  the  Catarad:  with  one  Injlrument 
only\  by  Mr.  Warner. 

The  Manner  in  which  I  perform  the 
Operation  is  this. 

The  Patient  being  feated  in  a  Chair  of  a 
convenient  height,  with  a  low  Back,  I  feat 
myfelf  ex&dly  oppofrtc  to  him  in  another 
Chair  of  ah  equal  height  ;  this  being  done,  an 
Affiftant  ftands  behind  ther  Patient,  wh® 
places  his  right  Hand  under  the  Chin,  after 
having  firft  cover’d  the  right  Eye  with  an 
Handkerchief,  and  pulling  his  Head  back 
againll:  his  Bread,  he  directs  his  Face  up¬ 
wards  to  prevent  the  Difcharge  of  the  vitreous 
Humour,  and  to  keep  him  fteady.  The 
fame  Aflitlant  lifts  up  the  fuperior  Eye-lid 
with  the  fore  and  middle  Finger  of  his  left 

Hand ; 
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Hand,  taking  great  Care  not  to  prefs  the  Globe 
3f  the  Eye  above.  I  then  deprefs  the  inferior 
Eye-lid  with  the  fore  and  middle  Finger  of  my 
left  Hand ;  at  the  fame  Time  taking  notice 
aot  to  prefs  the  Globe  of  the  Eye  below. 

The  Patient  is  directed  to  keep  his  Eye 
is  deady  as  poffible,  looking  with  it  draight 
forwards,  and  a  little  upwards.  I  then  plunge 
:he  Knife  fuadenly  into  the  Globe  of  the 
Eye  on  its  external  Part  near  the  Circumfe- 
•ence  of  the  Cornea ,  and  oppofite  to  the  Center 
;>f  the  Pupil,  directing  it  forwards  betwixt  the 
Iris  and  the  Cornea ,  till  its  Point  comes  out 
in  the  oppofite  Side  ;  by  this  means,  the 
lornea  becomes  at  lead:  half  divided  in  its  cir- 
!;umference«  The  Knife  being  kept  in  the 
Eye  the  whole  Time,  mud  be  gently  drawn 
backwards,  and  its  Point  carefully  introduc’d 
hrough  the  Pupil,  with  which  the  Capfula  of 
he  Chryftalline  Humour  is  divided.  Imme- 
liately  after  the  Divifion  of  this  Membrane ,  I 
>refs  the  Globe  of  the  Eye  gently  upwards 
vith  the  fore  and  middle  Finger,  which  have 
>een  hitherto  kept  upon  the  inferior  Eye- 
id,  and  by  this  means  fqueeze  out  the  Chryf- 
alline  Humour  through  the  Wound ;  the 
Cnife  being  dill  retain’d  in  the  anterior  Cham¬ 
ber 
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ber  of  the  Eye,  the  Cornea  becomes  a  little 
elevated,  and  the  Exit  of  the  Cat ar aft  is  or 
this  Account  faciliated.  I 

I  look  upon  the  Divifion  of  the  Capfulc 
of  the  Cataract  to  be  of  great  Confequence  ir 
many  Indances,  fince  this  Membrane  become; 
fometimes  fo  tough  and  thickened,  as  to  make 
a  very  confiderable  refinance  to  the  Prefliire 
in  which  Cafe,  a  great  part,  or  the  whole  ol 
the  vitreous  Humour  is  diicharg’d,  and  the 
Cataract  fometimes  remains  behind,  which 
will  not  admit  of  a  fecond  Attempt  to  an 
Operation. 

E  u  t  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  Cata¬ 
ract  immediately  follows  the  Divifion  of  the 
Cornea ,  without  making  any  external  Preflure 
upon  the  Globe,  owing  probably  to  the  invo¬ 
luntary  Contradion  of  the  Mufcles  of  the 
Globe,  which  draw  the  Eye  inwards,  and 
comprefs  it  on  ev’ry  fide. 

This  Operation  cannot  be  properly  per¬ 
form'd,  but  upon  fuch  as  have  the  Power  of 
keeping  their  Eyes  from  rolling  about. 

The  Speculum  Oculi  n.iufl  never  be  made 
life  of  in  this  Operation,  fince  the  Compref- 
fion  from  the  Inftrument  has  been  found  to 

be  fo  great,  as  to  fqueeze  out  the  whole  of 
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the  vitreous  Humour,  even  before  the  Ope¬ 
rator  could  make  the  Wound  fufficiently  large 
through  the  Cornea ,  for  the  Expulfion  of  the 
I  Chryflalline  Humour. 

I  t  very  often  happens  that  a  Part  of  the 
vitreous  Humour  is  difeharg’d  in  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  Operation  ;  but  I  have  never  known  it 
happen  otherwife  in  fuch  Cafes  than  to  be 
foon  reftor’d,  and  the  Eye  to  refume  its  na¬ 
tural  Figure,  by  being  replenhh’d  either  with 
a  frelh  fupply  of  the  vitreous  or  aqueous  Hu¬ 
mour,  or  both. 

The  Inflammation  fucceeding  this  Opera¬ 
tion  is  generally  very  confiderabie  -y  but  nei¬ 
ther  that,  nor  the  Operation,  feems  to  be  very 
painful.  It  is  generally  feveral  Weeks  after  the 
Operation,  before  the  Inflammation  of  the  Eye 
is  difpers’d. 

During  this  State,  it  Ihould  be  treated 
with  emollient  Fomentations,  and  cooling 
Ointments,  and  the  Patient’s  body  kept  open. 

I  f  the  Cornea  of  the  right  Eye  is  to  be  di¬ 
vided,  the  Operator  places  himfelf  in  the  fame 
Situation  as  has  been  already  direded,  fup- 
pofing  he  has  a  Power  of  ufing  his  left  Hand 
to  Advantage ;  but  if  he  has  not  a  fuflicient 

X 

command  of  his  left  Hand,  he  muft  Hand  be- 
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hind  the  Patient,  and,  after  having  lifted  up 
the  fuperior  Eye-lid,  ufe  his  right  Hand  ;  his 
Affiftant  at  the  fame  time  ftanding  before 
the  Patient,  and  holding  down  the  under 
Eye-lid  with  the  fame  precautions  already 
given. 

When  the  Cornea  is  divided,  and  the 
Capfula  of  the  Cataract  wounded,  the  Afiif- 
tant  muft  prefs  gently  upon  the  inferior  Part 
of  the  Globe  of  the  Eye,  and  fqueeze  out 
the  Cataradl. 

The  Knife  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  this  Cafe, 
is  exactly  like  that  which  is  us’d  in  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  the  Operation  of  cutting  the  Iris, 
only  that  it  muft  be  about  three  times  as  broad, 
and  about  twice  as  thick. 


CASE  V. 

Of  an  extraordinary  Tumour  in  the  right  Or¬ 
bit  of  the  Eye . 


i.  S.  aged  42,  had  a  large  fchirrous  Tumour 
formed  in  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Orbit, 
which  had  been  growing  feven  Years,  and 
was  now  become  fo  large  as  to  pulh  the  Globe 

of 
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of  the  Eye  confiderably  downwards,  and  out  of 
its  Socket.  It  appeared  at  firft  in  the  Shape 
of  a  fmall  moveable  Swelling,  which  took  its 
rife  under  the  upper  Eye-lid. 

The  Tumour  increafed  gradually,  and 
without  Pain  for  the  the  four  nrft  Years.  For 
the  three  laft  Years  it  became  very  trouble- 
fome,  and  full  of  Pain,  which  extended  to 
the  whole  of  that  Side  of  the  Head. 

The  Sight  of  the  Eye  became  impaired  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the  Tumour. 

O  n  the  30th  of  March ,  1749,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  in  the  Hofpital,  and  in  ten  Days  after¬ 
wards  it  was  cut  out. 

The  Tumour  was  found  to  extend  itfelf 
from  the  outer  Corner  of  the  Eye,  to  within 
a  very  little  of  the  inner  Corner,  and  quite  to 
the  Bottom  of  the  Socket.  The  Operation 
was  difficult,  and  attended  with  conliderabie 
Pain,  which  continued  for  feveral  Days,  foon 
after  which  he  became  perfectly  eafy.  During 
the  Cure,  there  was  a  large  Difcharge  from 
the  Wound ;  in  about  eight  Weeks  the 
Wound  was  healed,  and  he  continued  per¬ 
fectly  eafy.  His  Sight  was  much  the  fame, 
as  before  the  Operation. 
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Remark. 

When  the  Eye  is  thrufl  out  of  the  Orbit 
by  a  fubjacent  Tumour,  the  Tumour  fre¬ 
quently  takes  its  rife  from  the  Brain  itfelf ; 
which  Circumftance  renders  the  Operation  im¬ 
practicable.  Sometimes  the  Tumour,  though 
it  arifes  within  the  Orbit,  is  of  a  cancerous 
Nature,  and  affeCting  all  the  Contents  of  the 
Orbit,  renders  the  abfolute  Removal  of  it  im- 
poflible.  Thefe  Circumftances  have  brought 
the  Operation  into  Difrepute.  But  there  may 
be  a  Species  of  fchirrous  Tumour  within  the 
Orbit,  where  the  Operation  may  be  attended 
with  Succefs. 

Notwithstanding,  that  after  the  Cure 
in  the  preceding  Inftance,  the  Eye  remained 
in  the  Pofition  it  was  before  the  Operation, 
and  with  the  fame  Imperfection  of  Sight  (from 
probably  the  Comprefiion  which  the  optic 
Nerve  had  fuftained)  yet  the  Patient  being  free 
from  Pain,  and  in  every  other  refpeCt  per¬ 
fectly  well,  was  fufficiently  recompenfed  for 
the  Pain  of  the  Operation. 
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CASE  VI. 


Of  an  uncommon  "Tumour  upon  the  Roof  of  the 

Mouth. 

jf.  B.  aged  40,  had  a  Tumour  formed  upon 
"***  the  Roof  of  his  Mouth,  which  at  length 
had  arrived  to  fo  great  a  Size,  as  to  prevent 
his  feeding  upon  any  thing  but  Liquids.  The 
Tumour  had  been  growing  about  feven  Years, 
and  at  length  poffeffed  the  whole  Roof  of  the 
Mouth.  He  came  to  London ,  in  June  1747, 
and  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  under  my 
Care.  In  confideration  of  the  foregoing  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  the  Improbability  of  procur¬ 
ing  Relief  by  any  other  methods,  it  was  re¬ 
commended  to  him  to  have  it  cut  out ;  but  at 
the  fame  Time  the  Operation  was  judged  ha¬ 
zardous  from  the  Hemorrhage  that  might 
probably  arife  from  it,  and  the  Difficulty  of 
flopping  it,  as  had  happened  fometime  ago 
in  a  fimilar  Cafe  ;  but  as  no  other  Methods 
could  be  thought  on  for  his  Relief,  I  under¬ 
took  the  Operation,  and  performed  it  in  the 
following  Manner. 

D  3 


The 


Cases  in  S  u  r  g  e  r  y« 

The  Patient  being  properly  feated,  and 
fecured,  a  piece  of  Wood  was  placed  betwixt 
the  Teeth  on  the  left  Side  of  his  Mouth; 
and  a  curved  Knife,  fuch  as  Gardeners  make 
ufe  qf  in  pruning  Trees,  was  conveyed  to* 
the  pofterior  Part  of  the  Tumour,  with  which 
I  effectually,  feparated  the  Tumour  from  its 
Balls.  The  Hcejnorrhage  that  enfued  upon  the 
Operation  was  fo  trifling,  as  to  require  no  Pains 
in  flopping  it.  But  in  a  few  Hours  afterwards, 
a  confiderable  Artery  burft  out,  which  bled 
freely,  and  could  not  be  reftrained  by  pref- 
fure,  or  other  gentle  means.  Seeing  this,  and 
confidering  the  Impoffibility  of  ufing  the 
Needle  and  Ligature  to  Advantage,  I  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  aCtual  Cautery,  which  anfwered 
the  End,  and  the  Patient  was  perfectly  cured 
in  three  Weeks,  without  farther  trouble. 

Upon  opening  the  Tumour  it  was  found  to 

confift  of  a  firm  cartilaginous  Subftance  mixed 
with  long  boney  Particles. 

Remark. 

The  aCtual  Cautery  is  hardly  ever  made  ufe 
of  in  England  by  Surgeons  of  the  prefent  Age, 
to  flop  bleedings.  The  crooked  Needle  and 
Ligature  are  for  many  Reafons  juftly  preferr’d 
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to  it.  But  nevcrthelefs,  there  are  fome  In- 
llances  where  the  actual  Cautery  may.  be  found 


neceflary,  as  the  preceding  Cafe  undoubtedly 
proved. 


CASE  VIL  - 


Of  an  encyfted  Tumour  fituated  upon  the  fore¬ 
part  of  the  Necky  fuccef fully  extirpated . 


yf.  B .  A  Girl  of  about  14  Years  of  Age, 
had  a  Tumour  formed  upon  the  Fore¬ 
part  of  her  Neck,  immediately  beneath,  and 
on  the  left  Side  of  the  thyroid  Cartilage ;  the 
Tumour  had  been  growing  about  four  Years, 
and  was  at  length  become  fo  troublefome  from 


its  Situation  and  Size,  as  to  cccafion  a  Diffi¬ 
culty  in  breathing,  and  a  total  Inability  of 
fwallowing  any  thing  but  Liquids.  It  was  of 
the  encyfted  Kind,  and  compofed  of  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Fluid.  Its  Situation  was  betwixt  the 
afpera  Arteria  and  the  JEfophaguSy  as  appeared 
in  the  Operation.  It  was  cut  out,  and  the 
Patient  did  well  in  a  few  Weeks.  But  on  Ac¬ 


count  of  its  deep  Situation,  only  a  Part  of  the 
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-  ,  Cyft  was  differed  out,  the  reft  of  it  came 
away  in  a  few’  Days  afterwards  with  the  Dref- 
iings.  The  Patient,  iince  the  Operation,  has 
been  free  from  any  Inconvenience  in  breathing, 
or  fwallowing  >  and  is  otherwife  perfectly 
well. 

Remark. 

There  is  a  Species  of  Tumour  fometimes 
formed  betwixt  the  Afpera  Arteria  and  the 
JEfophagus ,  which  from  its  fchirrous  Nature, 
extent  of  its  Bafis,  and  deep  Situation,  renders 
all  Attempts  to  Extirpation  unadvifeable.  An 
Inftance  of  which,  'Tulpius  has  given  us  in  the 
44th  Chapter  of  his  firft  Book  of  Obferva - 
tions. 

A  Case  fimilar  to  that,  I  was  confulted 
about  fome  time  ago,  in  a  Man  55  Years  of 
Age.  The  Tumour  increafed  fo  faft,  as  to 
deftroy  him  in  a  few  Months.  But  where  the 
Tumour  is  differently  circumftanced,  both  as 
to  its  Nature  and  Contents,  the  Operation 
may  be  advifeable,  as  the  preceding  Inftance 
undoubtedly  proves.  The  Succefs  of  which 
fufficiently  warranted  the  Undertaking. 


CASE 

V,' 


I 


Cases  in  Surgery, 


4* 


CASE  VIII. 


Of  a  Steatoma,  poffejjing  the  great  eft  part  of 
the  Neck  on  one  Side ,  fuccef fully  extirpated . 

.  G.  aged  45,  had  a  large  Tumour  on  the 


^  right  Side  of  her  Neck,  which  had  been 
growing  for  twenty  Years.  It  was  much 
larger  at  its  Bails,  than  at  any  other  Part,  and 
extended  from  the  right  maftoid  Procefs,  to 
the  Clavicle  on  the  fame  Side ;  and  from  all 
the  Vertebra  of  the  Neck  to  the  maftoid 
Mufcle,  under  which  a  Part  of  it  was  iituated. 
The  Tumour  was  not  attended  with  Pain,  but 
had  of  late  become  fo  infupportable  from  its 
iize,  as  to  render  her  incapable  of  Service. 
Under  thefe  Circumftance,  fhe  applied  to  me. 
I  faw  no  Objection  to  the  Operation,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  advifed  it,  which  was  complied 
with.  There  was  no  extraordinary  Circum¬ 
ftance  or  Difficulty  attending  the  Operation, 
but  that  it  required  fome  care  and  nicety  in 
Differing  out  that  Part  of  the  Tumour  which 
lay  under  the  maftoid  Mufcle  upon  the  in¬ 
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ternal  Jugular  Vein,  and  carotid  Artery.  There 
was  but  one  Veflfel  which  required  tying,  (a 
Circumftance  very  uncommon  in  a  Swelling 
of  this  Size,  which  weighed  near  four  pounds.) 

In  the  Operation,  all  that  part  of  the  Trape&ius 
Mufcle  covering  the  back  Part  of  the  Neck,  was 
laid  bare.  The  whole  of  the  Platyfma  Myoides 
was  taken  away  with  the  Tumour,  and  the 
Coracohyoidceus  Mufcle  appeared  in  view.  After 
the  Tumour  was  removed,  and  the  Haemor¬ 
rhage  flopp’d,  I  paffed  the  Needle  and  Liga¬ 
ture  twice  through  the  Integuments,  in  a 
tranfverfe  Diredtion,  to  prevent  their  Retrac¬ 
tion  5  by  which  means  I  hoped  the  Cure  might 
be  haftened.  This  feemed  to  have  the  defired 
Effedt,  and  the  Wound  was  perfectly  healed 
in  fix  Weeks. 

Remark. 

In  all  fleatomatous  Tumours,  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  to  remove  the  whole  in  the 
Operation,  if  poffible ;  and  not  truft  to  the 
Effedts  of  Dreflings,  for  the  Removal  of  any 
part  that  is  left  behind. 

I  have  known  an  Inftance,  where,  by  trufi- 
ing  to  this  Method,  it  has  been  found  neceflary 
to  repeat  the  Operation,  which  feldom  fails 
to  bring  a  Reflection  upon  the  Surgeon, 
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I  once  knew  an  Inftance  of  this  Kind  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  Steatoma ,  which  grew  in  the 

inner  Corner  of  the  Eye.  Its  Bails  was  iitua- 
ted  upon  the  Lachrymal  Sac  $  which,  it  was 
apprehended,  there  was  a  Danger  of  wound¬ 
ing  with  the  Knife.  On  this  Account,  a  very 
fmall  Share  of  the  Tumour  was  left  behind. 
This  in  a  few  Months  afterwards,  arrived  to 
the  Size  of  the  former  Swelling,  and  required 
a  Repetition  of  the  Operation,  which  was 
then  effectually  executed,  as  I  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  informing  my felf  fome  Years  af¬ 
terwards. 


CASE  IX. 


Of  an  incurable  Difeafe  of  the  Affophagus. 

I  Have  already  given  an  Inftance  of  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  Swallowing,  which  arofe  from  a 
Preffure  made  upon  the  JEfo^hagus,  by  a  con- 
liderable  Tumour  that  appeared  externally 
upon  the  Throat ;  and  obferved  that  the  Pa¬ 
tient  was  cured  in  confequence  of  its  Ex¬ 
tirpation.  I  took  notice  likewife,  that  fome 

of 
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of  thefe  Tumours  arifing  in  the  neighbourinj 
Parts,  are  not  to  be  relieved  by  Operation,  01 

account  of  their  great  Extent,  &c. 

Besides  the  incurable  Tumours  to  whicl 
thefe  parts  are  liable  5  there  is  another  Specie 
of  Difeafe,  which  feems  equally  dreadful  in  it 
confequences,  and  incapable  of  being  relievec 
by  Phyfick  or  Surgery.  This  Difeafe  is  bu 
too  common,  though  not  to  my  knowledge 
as  yet  deferibed  by  Writers. 

In  July ,  1752,  F.  L.  a  young  Womar 
aged  25,  was  admitted  into  Guy’s  Hofpital 
and  put  under  the  Care  of  the  Phyfician,  or 
account  of  a  Difficulty  in  Swallowing,  wit! 
which  ffie  had  been  afflicted  for  fome  Months 
She  had  made  ufe  of  all  the  Means  that  could 
be  thought  of  in  Phyfick  for  her  Relief,  but 
to  no  purpofe. 

There  was  nothing  appeared  outwardly 
that  could  lead  to  the  Difcovery  of  the  Ma¬ 
lady,  but  flie  complained  of  a  particular  Tight- 
nefs  in  Swallowing,  juft  below  the  back  pari 
of  the  cricoid  Cartilage .  The  Part  affected 
was  fituated  too  low  to  be  looked  into,  but  il 
was  eafily  difeovered  by  conveying  down  the 
Throat  a  bit  of  Spunge  fattened  upon  Whale¬ 
bone,  and  dipt  in  Sweet-Oyl  j  which,  though 

very 
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very  fmalJ,  could  not  be  made  to  pafs  beyond 
it.  She  at  length  became  incapable  of  taking 

any  nourifhment,  and  died  foon  after. 

I  opened  the  Neck  after  her  Death,  and 

inquired  minutely  whether  I  could  difcover  any 
Swelling  behind  the  JEfophagus ,  or  betwixt 
that,  and  the  Afpera  Arteria  ;  but  there  was 
nothing  of  this  Nature  that  could  be  feen. 

Upon  taking  out  the  JEfophagus ,  it  ap¬ 
peared  confiderably  thicken'd  about  an  Inch  in 
'length,  juft  beneath  the  cricoid  Cartilage . 

Upon  opening  the  JEfophagus  length- ways, 
its  Coats  appeared  fo  contracted  in  the  difeafed 
Part,  as  to  be  only  juft  capable  of  admitting  a 
Paflage  to  a  common  Probe.  The  internal 
Coat  of  the  JEfophagus  was  in  part  ulcerated, 
md  befmeared  with  Matter. 

The  Larynx ,  Afpera  Arteria ,  &c.  ap¬ 
peared  found  and  well. 

Remark. 

I  a  m  afraid  that  this  remarkable  Cafe  i§ 
)ne5amongftthe  many  in  Phyfick  and  Surgery, 
hat  could  not  poffibly  have  been  prevented, 

>r  even  relieved,  if  its  Nature  had  been  ori- 
;inally  known ;  and  that  this  Obfervation  only 

tends 
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tends  to  prove,  what  muft  unavoidably  be  the 
Fate  in  other  Difeafes  of  the  like  Nature. 

However,  as  it  is  always  a  Satisfaction  to 
the  Surgeon,  and  implies  Judgment  in  him 
to  be  able  to  prognofticate  with  fome  Degree 
of  certainty,  what  may  probably  be  the  Event 
of  a  future  Difeafe  of  the  like  Kind,  and  by 
this  means  prevent  the  Adminiftring  of  many 
ufelefs  Applications ;  for  thefe  Reafons,  this 
Obfervation  may  not  probably  be  efteemed 
altogether  ufelefs. 


CASE  X. 


Ofa  Tumour  fituated  upon  the  Forehead , 


HEN  a  Tumour,  Excrefcence,  or  an) 


*  v  preternatural  Appearance  is  born  with 
Children ;  the  Phenomenon  is  generally  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  Name  of  a  Mark,  and  attri¬ 
buted  to  fome  particular  Defire  of  the  Mothei 
during  Pregnancy.  There  are  fome  of  thef< 
which  are  Tumours  of  the  encyfted  Kind 
and  though  at  firll:  they  appear  inconficferable 
yet  it  frequently  happens  that  they  do  not  re¬ 


man 
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main  long  in  this  State,  but  by  gradually  increa- 
fing,  at  length  arrive  to  a  confiderable  Size,  prov¬ 
ing  troublefome,  and  unfeemly  from  their  Situa¬ 
tion  and  Appearance  :  To  prevent  which,  it 
is  generally  advifeable  to  remove  the  Tumour 
when  fmall;  by  which  means  much  Pain  is 
prevented,  and  the  Scar  arifing  from  the 
Wound  becomes  inconfiderable. 

I  was  confulted  fome  Years  fince  in  the 
Cafe  of  a  Child  near  a  Year  old,  who  was 
born  with  a  Tumour  of  a  Claret  Colour  up¬ 
on  the  Face ;  it  was  at  firft  no  bigger  than  a 

i common  Pea,  but  before  fhe  had  arrived  to 

.  ......  * 

this  Age,  the  Tumour  was  increafed  to  the 
Size  of  a  Wallnut. 

I  t  was  judged  advifeable  to  have  it  cut  out, 
which  was  done,  and  the  Patient  was  cured  in 
!a  little  Time. 


CASE  XI. 


Of  a  1 Tumour  fituated  upon  the  Occiput. 

: 

TN  the  Year  1750,  I  was  confulted  in  the 
A  Cafe  of  a  Child,  near  two  Years  old,  who 

Tad  a  Tumour  fituated  upon  the  Os  OccipiUs . 

j  The 
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The  Tumour  was  as  large  as  a  Turkey’s  Egg, 
and  appeared  filled  with  a  tranfparent  Fluid. 
It  arofe  from  the  back  Part  of  the  Brain, 
which  was  eafily  difcovered,  by  examining  the 
Bafis  of  the  Tumour.  *  There  was  a  Defeft 
of  almofl:  the  Whole  of  the  Os  Occipitis .  The 
Child  was  lufty  and  ftrong,  and  had  no  vifible 
Difeafe  in  its  Limbs.  I  advifed  nothing,  but 
to  defend  the  Tumour  from  external  Acci¬ 
dents  ;  but  the  Parents  being  difiatisfied  with 
my  Advice,  confulted  another  Surgeon,  who 
advifed  the  Extirpation  of  it,  which  he  did* 
and  the  Patient  died  in  a  few  Days  afterwards. 

Remark. 

This  is  a  Species  of  encyfted  Tumour 

which  is  fometimes  feated  upon  the  V trtebra 
of  the  Loins,  fometimes  upon  the  Vertebra 

of  the  Back,  and  at  other  times  upon  thofe 
of  the  Neck,  Os  Sacrum ,  or  betwixt  the 
Sutures  of  the  Scull ;  all  of  which  I  had 
feen  before.  But  I  had  never  before  now, 
feen  an  Inftance  of  a  Tumour  of  this  Kind 
upon  the  Os  Occipitis .  Thefe  Tumours  are 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  all  others  by  their 
Rife,  Situation,  the  Circumftance  of  their  be¬ 
ing  always  born  with  the  Subieft,  who  is 

generally 
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generally  afflidted  with  a  partial  Falfey ;  and  by 
their  Contents,  which  are  Fluid,  and  com¬ 
monly  tranfparent. 

They  take  their  rife  from  the  Brain,  or 
fpinal  Marrow,  where  there  is  a  vifible  De¬ 
fect  of  the  Bone  ;  which  from  the  Circum- 
ftance  of  the  Spine  being  divided,  or  rather 
defective  in  it  its  proceffes,  in  that  particular 
part,  has  given  them  the  Name  of  Spince 
Bifidce . 

The  opening  of  thefe  Tumours  by  Incifion* 
or  taking  them  off  by  Ligature,  has  been  al¬ 
ways  found  to  be  fatal ;  as  obferved  by  Tulpiusy 
in  the  29th*  and  30th  Chapter  of  the  3d 
Book  of  his  Qbfervaiions ;  and  by  Ruyfch , 
in  his  34th,  35th,  and  36th  Obfervations • 
Ru\fcb  obferves,  that  Children  thus  afSidted, 
feldom  live  to  fifteen  Months  old  :  but  I 
knew  an  Inftance  of  a  young  Man  of  twenty 
Years  old,  who  had  one  of  thefe  Tumours 
upon  his  Loins.  He  was  healthy,  but  had 
laboured  under  a  Paralyfis  of  his  Legs  from  his 
infancy;  but  not  fo  bad  a  one,  as  to  difable 
him  from  walking. 

Fr  0  m  this  Obfervation  I  would  infer,  that 
t  is  always  unadvifeable  to  attempt  the  Extir¬ 
pation,  or  opening  of  thefe  Tumours ;  which 

E  piece 
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piece  of  Advice  has  been  peremptorily  deli¬ 
vered  by  'Tulpius,,  in  the  following  Words. 
Cave  Sis  improvide  unquam  aperias ,  Quod  tarn 
facile  occidit  homincm .  N.  B.  Ruyfch  has  given 
us  a  Cafe  like  this  in  his  5  2d  Obfervaticn. 


CASE  XII. 


Of  an  extraordinary  Difcafe  of  the  humeral 
'  Artery . 

\T7HEN  a  Bone,  and  its  neighbouring 
*  *  Tendons  and  Ligaments  are  affedted 
with  Inflamation,  Caries,  &c.  The  Difeafe 
may  fometimes  extend  itfelf  farther,  fo  as  to 
affedt  the  neighbouring  Veflels ;  or  it  may 
probably  happen,  that  the  Difeafes  of  thelc 
particular  Parts  may  fometimes  proceed  from 
a  previous  affedtion  of  thofe  very  neighbouring 
VelTels,  from  which  they  receive  their  nourifh- 
ment  and  growth. 

C D .  was  afHidted  with  a  Caries  of  the  Joint  of 
the  Elbow,  which  was  attended  with  fuch  Cir- 
cumftances  as  rendered  the  Amputation  of  the 
Limb  needfary.  The  Operation  was  performed 

;  *  at 
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at  a  proper  Diftance  above  the  difeafed  Part, 
and  the  Veflels  were  taken  up  by  the  Needle 
and  Ligatures. 

I  n  a  few  Days  after  the  Operation,  the  hu¬ 
meral  Artery  became  fo  dilated  above  the  Li¬ 
gature,  as  to  endanger  its  burfting.  Upon 
this  Account,  it  was  judged  neceflary  to  per¬ 
form  the  Operation  for  the  Aneuryfm,  which 
was  done,  and  the  Veflel  fecured  by  Ligature 
above  the  upper  Extremity  of  its  diftended  Coa^s. 

After  this,  every  thing  went  on  feemingly  well 
for  lome  time,  when  fuddenly  the  Artery  ap¬ 
peared  again  dilated,  and  in  Danger  of  burfting 
above  the  fecond  Ligature.  Thefe  Circumftances 
made  it  neceffary  to  repeat  the  Operation  for 
|the  Aneuryfm  ;  from  this  time  every  thing 
went  on  fuccefsfully,  till  the  Stump  was  at  the 
Point  of  being  healed;  when,  quite  unexpect¬ 
edly,  the  Artery  appeared  a  third  Time  dif- 
safed  in  the  fame  Manner  as  before  ;  for  which 
Eteafon  a  third  Operation  for  the  Aneuryfm 
was  determined  upon,  and  performed. 

The  laft  Operation  was  near  to  the  Axilla , 
md  the  Patient  continued  well  from  this  titiie 
without  any  Relapfe. 

Query.  Could  the  feveral  Aneuryfms  of  the 
numeral  Artery  be  attributed  to  the  hidden 

E  2  Check 
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Check  alone,  which  the  Blood  met  with  from 
its  Extremity  being  fecured  by  Ligature;  or 

is  it  not  more  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Coats  of  the  Artery,  nearly  as  high  up  as  the 

Axilla ,  were  originally  difeafed  and  weakened  ? 
The  latter  feems  the  mod  reafonable  way  of 
accounting  for  thefe  fucceffive  Returns  of  the 
Difeafe  of  the  Vefiel ;  fince  it  is  found  from 
Experience,  that  fuch  Accidents  have  been  very 
rarely  known  to  occur  after  Amputations,  either 
of  the  Arm,  or  Thigh,  where  nearly  the  fame 
Refinance  muft  be  made  to  the  Circulation  in 
every  Subject  of  an  equal  Age  and  Vigour, 
who  has  undergone  the  fame  Operation. 

I  f  it  fhould  be  fuppofed  that  the  feveral 
Dilatations  of  the  Coats  of  the  Veflels  arofe 
merely  from  the  Check  in  the  Circulation ;  it 
will  not  be  eafy  to  account  for  the  final  Suc- 
cefs  of  this  Operation;  and  efpecially  when  we 
reflect,  that  the  Force  of  the  Blood  is  increafed 
in  proportion  to  its  nearnefs  to  the  Heart. 

The  Nourifiiment  of  the  Stump  may  be 
accounted  for,  from  the  Ramifications  arifing 
from  the  principal  Trunk  about  the  Axilla , 
which  becoming  dilated,  in  proportion  to  the 
Refi fiance  the  Blood  meets  with  in  its  paflage 
through  the  humeral  Artery,  were  found  fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently  numerous  and  large  to  convey  a  pro¬ 
per  Supply  to  the  Parts  beneath. 

This  Species  of  Aneuryfm  I  have  been  de¬ 
ferring,  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  th2 
true  Aneurfym,  and  is  a  Difeafe  which  fre¬ 
quently  happens  to  the  Curvature  of  the  Aorta% 
extending  lometimes  to  both  fides  the  Neck, 
fometimes  producing  convulfive  Fits,  and  ad¬ 
mits  of  no  other  than  a  palliative  Relief 


CASE  XIII. 


Of  an  Aneuryfm  of  the  humeral  Artery , 


1  M.  aged  37,  was  admitted  into  the 


x  1  Hofpital  in  July  1753,  with  a  Difeafe 
of  the  right  Arm,  which  upon  inquiry  was 
found  to  be  greatly  fwelled  and  enlarged.  The 
Tumour  extended  from  a  little  above  the  bend¬ 
ing  of  the  Elbow,  to  pretty  near  the  middle 
of  the  Cubit ;  and  appeared  fomewhat  difeo- 
loured,  and  pointed  on  its  fuperior  part.  Upon 
preffing  the  Tumour,  I  difeovered  a  Fluctua¬ 
tion,  but  there  was  not  the  leaft  perceivable 
— 


Pulfation.  He  informed  me  of  his  having  been 

E  7  blooded 
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blooded  in  the  Bafilic  Vein  about  13  Months 
ago,  that  he  felt  confiderable  Pain  from  the 
Operation,  and  that  the  Blood  was  difcharged 
through  the  Orifice  by  leaps.  Immediately 
after  being  blooded,  he  perceived  a  fmall  Tu¬ 
mour  to  arife  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Orifice,  which  in  a  Week's  time  arrived  to  the 
Size  of  an  Egg,  and  continued  to  increafe  gra¬ 
dually  for  nine  Months.  For  a  few  W eeks 
after  the  Accident,  the  Limb  was  difcoloured 
from  the  Shoulder  to  the  Wrift,  owing,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  to  the  confinement  of  the  extrava- 
fated  Blood.  *  He  had  confiderable  Pain  for 
the  firft  three  Months. 

The  Operation  was  determined  upon,  and 
performed  in  the  following  Manner.  The 
Tourniquet  being  fixed  upon  the  humeral  Ar¬ 
tery,  and  the  Arm  difpofed  in  a  proper  Situa¬ 
tion,  and  firmly  fecur’d. 

An  Incifion  was  begun  at  the  upper  Extre¬ 
mity  of  the  moft  prominent  Part  of  the  Tu¬ 
mour,  and  continued  downwards  about  three 
Inches,  directing  the  Knife  in  fach  a  Manner  as 
to  deferibe  the  half  of  an  Oval ;  then  a  fecond 

Incifion  was  made  on  the  oppoiite  Side  in  the 
fame  Manner  5  by  which  means  an  oval  Piece 
of  the  Integuments  was  cut  out.  Upon  their 

removal, 
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removal,  the  Contents  of  the  Tumour  were  dif- 
charg’d.  It  confifted  of  a  large  Ball  of  coagu¬ 
lated  Blood  of  a  fibrous  Texture  contained  in 
a  thick  Cyft,  which  appeared  like  the  Coats 
of  a  Vein.  Upon  flackening  the  Tourniquet, 
the  Wound  of  the  Artery  appeared  circular, 
and  its  Coats  were  difcoloured,  and  thickened 
at  lead  an  Inch  above  its  Divifion.  A  crooked 
Needle  with  a  Ligature  was  pafled  under  the 
Artery  above  the  difeafed  Part,  and  tied  upon 
it,  &c.  A  fecond  Ligature  was  made  upon  the 
Artery  below  its  Orifice,  which  fhould  always 
be  done  to  prevent  the  risk  of  an  Haemor¬ 
rhage  from  this  Part ;  fince  it  has  been  found 
that  by  negledting  to  do  this,  a  confiderable 
Difcharge  of  Blood  has  enfued  fome  Days  af¬ 
ter  the  Operation,  and  the  Patient’s  Life  been 
brought  into  imminent  Danger  by  a  Reflux  of 
Blood  from  the  neighbouring  Anaftomofes. 
After  the  Operation,  the  Wound  was  drefied 
in  the  common  manner,  and  the  Patient  re¬ 
moved  to  bed* 

Immediately  upon  tying  the  Artery,  he 
complained  of  a  Numbnefs  in  his  Fingers* 
and  no  Pulfation  could  be  difeovered  in  his 
Wrift  5  but  in  half  an  Hour  after  the  Operation, 
a  very  regular  Pulfation  appeared,  and  his 
Numbnefs  began  to  go  off.  From 
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From  this  time  he  went  on  very  well  for  fe- 
veral  Weeks,  but  was  at  length  feized  with  ge¬ 
neral  Convulfions,  attended  with  the  Symptom 
of  a  locked  Jaw,  which  killed  him. 

Remark. 

Asa  Pulfation  in  the  Part  is  one  of  the 
principal  GharaBeriJlics ,  by  which  an  aneu- 
ryfmal  Tumour  is  diftinguiffied  from  a  Tu¬ 
mour  proceeding  from  any  other  Caufe  ;  the 
want  of  it  in  the  preceding  Cafe  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  from  confidering  the  Diftancc 
which  the  Artery  was  at  from  the  Integu¬ 
ments,  occafioned  by  the  Quantity  of  extrava- 
fated  Blood  which  lay  upon  the  wounded  Vef- 
fel ;  and  again,  there  could  be  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  as  the 
original  Symptoms  were  a  Sufficient  Proof  of 
its  certainty.  The  want  of  Pulfation  in  this 
Indance  is  not  peculiar,  fince  by  the  Succeed¬ 
ing  Cafes  it  will  appear,  that  they  were  like- 
wife  attended  with  the  fame  Circum dances, 
partly  from  the  fame  Caufe,  and  partly  from 
the  deep  Situation  of  the  VelTel  under  the 
Gaftrocnemii  Mufcles,  which  rendered  their 
Pulfations  equally  imperceptible. 

The  Circumdance  of  a  locked  Jaw  is  no 
very  uncommon  Symptom  ;  it  Sometimes 

comes 
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comes  gradually  on  after  a  Wound,  a  Fradture 
cf  a  Bone,  Diflocation,  or  in  Confequence  of 
the  Stridture  made  upon  the  Arteries,  and  their 
neighbouring  Parts  by  Ligatures  -y  at  other 
times  this  Symptom  happens  on  a  fudden,  and 
is  generally  the  Fore-runner  of  a  fpeedy  Diffo- 
lution.  But  there  are  Inftances  where  thefe 
Symptoms  have  been  effectually  removed  by 
large  Blifters  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  back 
part  and  Sides  of  the  Neck. 

Two  Inftances  of  which  fuccefs,  I  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  feen  within  thefe  few  Years.  It 
is  generally  advifed  upon  undertaking  an  Ope- 

I ration  of  this  kind  upon  the  Arm,  to  have 
the  Amputating  Inftruments  in  readinefs,  lead: 
a  Mortification  fhould  enfue  upon  the  Parts  be¬ 
neath  the  Ligatures,  in  confequence  of  an  Ob- 
ftrudtion  arifing  in  the  Veffels.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  this  is  a  Circumftance  which  may 
poflibly  happen,  yet  I  muft  own,  amongft  the 
feveral  Operations  of  this  Kind  which  I  have 
performed  myfelf,  or  feen  performed  by  others, 

[  never  once  knew  an  Inftance  of  its  turning 
Dut  fo  unfortunately,  as  to  require  Amputa- 
;ion. 


CASE 


CASE  XIV. 


Of  an  Aneuryfm  of  the  Arteria  Tibialis  Foftica. 


B.  aged  34,  the  laffc  Week  in  Apr  if  of 
XJ  the  Year  1748,  was  taken  with  a  Cramp 
a  little  below  his  Ham,  which  was  followed 
with  an  immediate  f welling  of  the  Calf  of  the 


Leg,  attended  withexceffive  Pain  ;  it  continued 
in  much  the  fame  State  till  the  Month  of 


ffuly  following,  when  it  began  to  increafe 
both  in  Size  and  Pain. 

v  v  *  •  **  ?  »  -  -y 

The  whole  Leg  was  exceedingly  tenfe,  bat 

there  was  not  the  leaft  Pulfation  to  be  dif- 

* 

.covered. 

On  October  15,  the  Operation  for  the  An- 
curyfm  was  attempted. 

Upon  opening  the  Tumour,  the  congealed 
Blood  appeared  to  have  acquired  a  fiefhy  Con¬ 
fidence;  and  adhered  very  firmly  one  Por¬ 
tion  of  it  to  another.  Upon  removing  it  to¬ 
tally,  the  Tfibia  and  Fibula  were  found  carious, 
and  the  Orifice  of  the  ruptured  Artery  ap¬ 
peared  juft  between  the  Heads  of  the  Tibia 
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and  Fibula ,  fo  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
tie  it,  or  at  leaft  judged  unadvifeable,  confi- 
dering  the  Condition  of  the  Leg. 

I  t  was  amputated  above-knee  on  the  Spot, 
and  the  Patient  did  well. 

Upon  opening  the  Knee,  the  Os  Femoris 
was  affeCted,  and  confequently  the  Artery  dif- 
eafed  above  the  Part  where  it  appeared  to  be 
ruptured,  Some  Years  ago,  the  Operation  for 
the  Aneuryfm  was  performed  in  a  fimilar 
Cafe  within  a  few  Hours  after  the  Rupture  of 
the  Veffel.  The  Tumour  increafing  fo  faff, 
and  the  Pain  proving  fo  intolerable,  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  loofe  no  time. 

The  Tibialis  Pojlica  was  burft  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Leg,  it  was  taken  up  with  fomc 
difficulty,  and  the  Patient  recovered. 

Remark. 

When  we  are  convinced  of  the  fame 
Species  of  Aneuryfm  happening  to  any  part 
where  fufficient  Preflure  cannot  be  made  to 
refrain  the  Hamorrhage ;  it  is  generally  ad- 
vifeable  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  left  the  neighbouring  Parts  fhouid  be¬ 
come  fo  affeCted  by  the  Extravafation,  as  to 
bring  on  a  Rottenefs,  and  by  that  means  render 

the 
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the  Operation  impracticable,  as  happenec 
in  the  firft  Inftance,  where  it  was  found  ne- 
ceftary  to  part  with  the  Limb  to  fave  Life. 

I  n  the  fecond  Inftance,  it  is  probable  that 
this  was  prevented  by  the  timely  Afiiftance 
given  by  the  Operation. 

In  Aneuryfmsof  the  Arm  proceeding  from 
a  Wound  of  the  Artery  by  a  Launcet,  the 
Cafes  are  differently  circumftanced  ;and  though 
it  is  found  in  general,  neceffary  to  proceed 
to  Incifion  and  Ligature  for  their  Cure,  on 
account  of  the  Part  having  been  neglefted  for 
fome  time  after  the  Accident ;  yet  there  are 
Inftances  of  Cafes,  where,  upon  timely  Appli¬ 
cation,  the  Cure  has  been  effected  merely  by 
Comprefs  and  Bandage  ;  which  I  would  re¬ 
commend  to  be  firft  of  all  tried  in  recent  Cafes, 
and  to  be  continued  for  three  or  four  Weeks 
at  lead,  if  there  is  no  very  good  reafon  to  for¬ 
bid  it.  .  .  ]| 

T  h  e  Manner  in  which  the  Wound  of  the 
humeral  Artery  has  appeared,  upon  Examina¬ 
tion  after  Death,  to  be  cured,  is  by  an  inti¬ 
mate  Cohefion  of  the  Aponeurojis  of  the  Biceps 
Mujcle ,  of  the  Capfula ,  and  of  the  Wound  of 
the  Veffel ;  and  it  has  been  farther  obferved, 
that  the  Orifice  made  in  the  Artery  (which 

appeared 
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appeared  circular)  has  been  ftopt  up  with  a 
Clot  of  folid  Blood,  relembling,  on  its  external 
part,  the  Head  of  a  Nail ;  which  adhe¬ 
ring  firmly  to  the  Cicatrix  of  the  Integuments, 
produced  a  coniiderable  Callofity. 


CASES  XV  and  XVI. 


Two  remarkable  Cafes  of  Ganglions,  where  the 
Operations  were  performed  with  Succefs . 


N  G  L  10  NS,  or  Tumours  formed  up¬ 
on  the  tendinous  and  ligamentous  Parts 
of  the  Extremities,  are  a  Difeafe  fufficiently 
known  to  every  Surgeon  of  Experience,  and 
have  been  treated  of  by  mo  ft  Writers  under 
the  Head  of  eneyfted  Tumours. 

The  Parts  moft  frequently  attacked  with 
this  kind  of  Swelling  are  the  Hands  and  Feet ; 
but  there  arc  Inftances  of  their  appearing  upon 
many  other  parts  of  the  Body ;  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Inftance  of  which  I  was  fometime  ago 
confulted  in,  that*  poffeffed  the  whole  back 
Part  of  the  Neck. 

These  Tumours  fometimes  take  their  rife 
from  a  Strain,  and  at  other  times  they  hap- 

pen 
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pen  without  any  previous  Accident.  Unlefs 
they  difperfe  of  themfelves,  or  are  removed 
by  Art  when  recent,  they  frequently  increafe 
to  a  confiderable  Size,  proving  very  inconve¬ 
nient  by  depriving  the  Part  of  its  Strength  and 
Motion. 

The  Methods  prefcribed  for  their  Cure 
are  various,  but  thofe  which  are  faid  to 

have  been  found  moil  effectual,  are  conftant 
PrefTure,  and  fudden  Blows,  which  may  have 

fometimes  fucceeded.  At  other  times  the 
Tumour  has  been  known  to  difappear  for  a 
Time  only,  and  at  length  has  returned  again, 
owing  without  doubt  to  the  Cyft  being  left 
behind ;  which  is  well  known  to  be  fre¬ 
quently  the  Cafe  in  every  other  Species  of  en- 
cyfted  Tumour,  where  the  Bag  is  not  fufS- 
ciently  deftroyed  in  the  Operation,  or  by  fu¬ 
ture  Applications. 

Bu  t  as  the  Inftances  are  fo  common,  where 
all  Attempts  to  difperfe  them  proye  ineffectual, 
and  the  Parts  become  difabled  both  from  the 
Size  and  Situation  of  the  Tumour,  the  Sur¬ 
geon  is  at  length  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  Knife,  as  a  radical  Cure. 

I  know  there  are  fome  who  objeCt  to  this 
Operation,  on  account  of  the  Danger  attending 

a 


I 

!  Cases  in  Surgery.  63 

a  Wound  of  the  fubjacent  Tendon,  or  Li¬ 
gament;  imagining  that  fuch  an  Accident 
would  probably  be  attended  with  the  worft 
of  Coniequences.  But  this  objection  can  be 
of  no  great  weight,  fince  it  is  always  in  the 
Power  of  a  skilful  and  fteady  Operator  to 
avoid  this  Accident,  by  cutting  away  only 
a  Part  of  the  Cyft,  and  leaving  the  reft  be¬ 
hind  to  digeft  out  with  the  future  Dreffings ; 
which  it  will  moft  certainly  do,  if  the  out¬ 
ward  Wound  be  made  fufficiently  large,  as 
has  been  already  moil  judicioufly  and  fully 
explained  by  Mr.  Sharp >  in  his  Chapter  of  en - 
cyfled  humours. 

But  fuppofing  it  (hould  happen  that  the 
Tendon,  or  Ligament,  or  both  Ihould  be 
wounded  in  the  Operation,  the  Confequence 
will  not  probably  be  fo  bad  as  is  apprehended, 
fince  every  Day's  Experience  proves,  that  acci¬ 
dental  Wounds  of  thefe  Parts  are  known  to 
do  well  with  proper  Treatment;  and,  as  fame 

proof  of  the  Validity  of  this  Hypothecs,  the  two 
following  Cafes  are  related.  In  both  of  which  it 
was  found  abfolutely  neceffary  to  divide  a  con- 
fiderable  Ligament,  before  the  Operation  could 
be  properly  and  effectually  performed. 
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A.  M.  19  Years  of  Age,  in  the  Year  174^ 
drained  her  Wrift  by  a  fall.  The  Accident 
was  immediately  followed  with  great  Pain,  a 
Weaknefs,  and  Swelling  of  the  whole  Hand  • 
which,  notwithstanding  the  proper  Methods 
ufed  for  her  Relief,  continued  much  in  the 
fame  State  till  1749  ;  when  die  perceived  a 
fmall  diflindt  Tumour  to  arife  in  the  inner, 
and  lower  part  of  her  Wrift,  which  in  a  few 
Days  increafed  to  fo  great  a  Degree,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  her  incapable  of  ihutting  her  Hand,  or 
moving  her  Fingers. 

O  n  the  21ft  of  April  1750,  fhe  applied  to 
me.  Upon  Examination  I  difcovered  a  Fluid 
in  the  Tumour  which  extended  for  about  an 
Inch  above  the  Ligamentum  tranfverfalc  carpi y 
to  about  half  an  Inch  below  it,  and  upon 
Preflure  feemed  to  pafs  underneath  it. 

I  determined  upon  the  Opei ation,  which 
I  performed  in  the  following  Manner.  Her 
Hand  being  properly  placed  and  fecured  upon 
a  Table,  covered  with  a  double  Blanket ;  I 
began  my  Incifion  a  little  above  the  upper 
Extent  of  the  Tumour,  and  continued  it  to 
a  little  beyond  its  lower  Extent,  through  the 
Integuments,  which  I  carefully  differed  upon 
each  fide.  This  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of 

difcovering 
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difcovering  its  exadf  Situation,  which  I  found 
to  be  under  the  Tendons  of  the  Flexor  carpi 
ulnaris,  and  Palmaris  longus  Mufcles.  Both  of 
which  were  confiderably  lifted  up,  and  removed 
from  their  natural  Situation,  by  the  fubjacent 
Tumour.  It  likewife  extended  itfelf  under 

I  *  "  '  '  .  ■  *  4  ”■  '  -  *  * 

the  Ligament um  tranfverfale  Carpi ,  which 
there  was  a  Neceffity  of  dividing,  before  I 
could  have  an  opportunity  of  difiedling  the 
Tumour  from  its  Bafis,  The  upper  Part  of 
the  Cyft  was  ftrongly  attached  to  the  inferior 
Parts  of  the  Tendons  of  the  Flexor  Carpi  ul¬ 
nar  is,  and  Palmaris  longus  Mufcles.  The  lower 
Part  of  it  adhered  to  the  Tendons  of  the  Per - 

■  A  •  .  J  ....  V 

forans  and  Perforatus  Mufcles ;  from  whence 
I  fairly  difiedted  the  Whole  away. 

The  Contents  of  the  Tumour  were  a  Com- 
pofition  of  a  gelatinous  and  Jleatomatous  Sub- 

fiance.  , 

She  continued  in  a  good  deal  of  Pain  for 
four  Days  after  the  Operation  ;  at  the  End  of 
that  time  flue  grew  eafy,  and  fo  continued  to 
the  finifhing  of  the  Cure,  which  was  perfected 
in  fix  Weeks  without  any  confiderable  In- 

a 

flammation,  or  the  lead  A  beefs,  and  fhe  was 
reftored  to  the  perfedt  Ufe  of  her  Hand.  - 
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The  other  Cafe  was  fo  like  That  I  have 
juft  now  deferibed,  that  I  look  upon  it  as  un- 
neceffary  to  give  a  particular  Account  of  it. 

The  Operation  was  performed  in  the 
fame  Manner,  and  the  Cure  was  attended  with 
no  other  Difference  in  its  Progrefs  than  this, 
that  the  Patient  had  a  fmall  Abfcefs  which 
’ftrofe  on  the  middle  Part  of  the  Fore-arm, 
which  was  opened  by  Incifion,  and  did  well, 
with  very  little  trouble.  The  Ufe  of  the  Hand 
was  as  perfectly  recovered  in  this,  as  in  the 
preceding  Cafe. 


CASE  XVII. 


Of  a  Ganglion  fituated  upon  the  Fore-finger. 


,  P.  A  very  lufty  Woman  aged  50,  fome 


^  Years  ago  perceived  a  Swelling  to  arife 
upon  the  anterior  Part  of  her  Fore-finger, 
which  at  length  increafed  to  the  Size  of  a 
Pigeon’s  Egg.  It  was  now  become  fo  trouble- 
fome  from  its  Size  and  Situation,  as  to  deprive 
her  of  the  Ufe  of  her  Finger,  and  to  render 
it  quite  incapable  of  Motion. 


It 


6  y 


Cases  in  Surgery. 

I  t  was  not  attended  with  much  pain,  but 
from  the  Circumftance  of  its  ufeleilhefs,  fhe 
was  defirous  of  having  it  removed. 

She  had  asked  the  Advice  of  feveral  Sur¬ 
geons  who  refufed  to  undertake  it. 

At  length  fhe  applied  to  me  :  I  faw  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  Operation,  and  accordingly  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  Extirpation  of  the  Tumour. 

Its  Contents  were  intirely  gelatinous ,  and 
contained  under  the  Capfula  of  the  Tendons 
of  the  Flexor  Mufcles  of  the  Index,  or  Fore¬ 
finger. 

There  was  neither  much  difficulty,  nor 
pain,  in  the  Operation  ;  and  the  Patient  did 
well  in  a  fhort  Time,  without  the  lead  Inter¬ 
ruption  or  bad  Symptom.  She  now  enjoys 
the  perfect  Ufe  of  her  Finger. 

But  notwithftanding  the  favourable  Cir- 
cumftances  that  attended  thefe  feveral  Opera¬ 
tions  ;  I  would  not  have  it  inrerr’d  from  what  I 
have  faid,  that  Inflammations  and  Abfcefles 
very  rarely  happen  in  Confequence  of  the 
Operation.  I  confefs,  I  have  known  them 
to  occur  feveral  times,  but  I  never  knew  an 
Inftance  of  their  terminating  otherwife  than 
well. 
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CASE  XVIII. 


Of  an  Empiema,  where  the  Operation  was  un¬ 
fit  ccefs  fully  performed . 

JfjOVE  MB  E  R  1750,  S'  K .  aged  37,  in 
■  *  May  laft  was  fuddenly  feiz’d  with  a  Pieu- 
ritick  Pain  in  his  right  Side,  attended  with  a 
Fever  and  difficulty  in  Breathing  $  for  which 
he  put  himfelf  under  the  Care  of  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  Apothecary,  who  bled  him  occasionally, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  adminifter’d  fuch  Me¬ 
dicines  and  topical  Applications  to  the  Part  as 
he  thought  proper,  but  without  efFedh  He 
continued  much  in  the  fame  State,  till  July 
following ;  when  he  was  admitted  into  the 
Hofpital  under  the  Care  of  the  Phyfician,  who 
prefcribed  for  him  near  four  Months,  but  with¬ 
out  much  Benefit.  On  the  firft  of  November 
following,  he  was  attacked  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  difficulty  of  Breathing,  and  Pain  in  his 
right  Side,  for  which  he  was  blooded,  this 
gave  him  fome  relief.  On  the  Day  following, 
I  was  confuited  5  upon  learning  his  Symptoms, 

and 
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and  upon  inquiring  into  farther  Particulars,  Idif- 
covered  the  right  Side  of  the  Thorax  tobefome- 
what  larger  than  the  Left,  and  the  Integuments 
appear’d  a  little  thicken’d,  but  without  the  lead 
Tendency  to  Difcoioration,  Softnefs,  or  any 
Appearance  of  a  Fluctuation.  He  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  lying  on  his  left  Side  without  fuffer- 
ing  exceffivc  Pain,  which  he  defcribed  as  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  Middle  of  the  Breaft-bone  to 
the  Back.  This  was  perceivably  attended  with 
fo  great  a  difficulty  of  Breathing,  as  feem’d  to 
threaten  Suffocation.  He  could  lie  on  his 
right  Side  without  any  considerable  inconve¬ 
nience,  but  he  was  moft  eafy  when  lying  on 
his  Back ;  he  never  had  been  troubled  with  a 
Cough  till  within  this  laft  Month ;  nor  had 
he  ever  perceived  the  lead  Difcharge  of  Mat¬ 
ter,  either  by  fpitting,  or  otherwife.  His  Pulfe 
was  quick  and  low,  his  Countenance  pallid, 
he  had  no  Appetite,  and  complained  of  great 
reftleffnefs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  he  never 
remembers  to  have  had  any  Rigor,  which  is 
a  Circumftance  that  commonly  attends  the 
Formation  of  Matter.  Upon  the  Appearance 
of  the  foregoing  Symptoms,  I  thought  proper 
to  advife  the  Operation  for  the  Empiema ,  which 
he  readily  affented  to,  and  I  performed  it  on  the 
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Spot  in  the  following  Manner:  When  the 
Patient  was  properly  lituated  and  fecured,  I 
began  by  making  an  Incifion  of  about  two 
Inches  and  an  half  long  with  theCourfe  of  the 
RibSjUponthe  Part  where  they  form  theirgreateft 
convexity,  and  betwixt  the  fixth  and  feventh 
Ribs,  into  the  Cavity  of  the  ‘Thorax ,  from 
whence  there  hiked  three  Pints  of  a  thick 
foetid  Matter ;  from  this  Inftant,  he  was  greatly 
relieved.  The  Difcharge  was  very  confldera- 
ble  for  the  five  firft  Days,  when  it  began  to 
decreafe.  From  the  Moment  of  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  he  was  capable  of  lying  on  either  fide, 
or  of  fitting  upright  without  the  leaft  incon¬ 
venience  •  and  he  continued  to  grow  better  till 
the  firft  of  December  following,  when  his  Dif¬ 
charge  increafed,  and  continued  in  great  Quan¬ 
tities  till  his  death,  which  happen’d  in  about 
ieven  Weeks  after  the  Operation.  Upon  open¬ 
ing  the  Body,  I  found  the  Diaphragm  deftroy’d 
quite  through,  and  the  upper  Part  of  the  Liver 
had  fuffer’d  greatly  from  the  incumbent  Matter. 
The  Lungs  lay  loofe  in  the  Cavity  cf  the  Tho¬ 
rax,  and  were  not  in  the  leaft  ulcerated,  or  ap- 
paren tly  difeafed . 

N.  B.  In  the  Operation,  the  Incifion  was 
made  nearer  to  the  fuperior  Edge  of  the  lower 

Rib, 
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Rib,  than  to  the  inferior  Edge  of  the  Upper, 
which  prevented  the  Risk  of  wounding  the, 
intercoftal  Artery. 


CASE  XIX. 


Two  Cafes  of  the  Operation  for  the  Empiema 
fuccefsfully  perform'd  and  read  before  the 
Royal  Society  the  \gth  of  March  1752,  and 
z%thoj  June  1753. 

Case  i. 

ctt*.  H .  aged  27,  was  admitted  into  the  Hof- 
^  pital  on  the  19th  of  December  1751,  on 
account  of  a  Pain  in  his  right  Side,  and  Cough, 
which  he  had  labour’d  under  for  three  Weeks; 
he  was  immediately  put  under  the  Phyficians 
Care,  but  notwith (landing  all  proper  methods 
ufed  for  his  Relief,  his  Diforder  increafed  till 
the  13th  of  January  following,  when  I  was 
confulted. 

Upon  enquiry,  I  found  him  afflidted  with 
the  following  Symptoms.  A  quick  low  Pulfe, 

frequent  Cough,  and  difficulty  of  Breathing, 
which  laft  Symptom  was  greatly  increafed  upon 
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lying  on  his  left  Side,  or  upon  fitting  up¬ 
right.  He  appeared  greatly  emaciated,  his 

Countenance  was  very  pallid,  or  fallow.  Up¬ 
on  further  enquiry,  I  found  the  right  Side  of 

the  Thorax  fomewhat  enlarged ;  the  Integu¬ 
ments  were  vifibly  thicken’d,  but  without  the 
leaft  Difcoloration,  or  perceivable  Fluctuation. 
However,  being  perfwaded  from  the  forego¬ 
ing  Symptoms,  that  there  probably  was  an 
extravafated  Fluid  underneath  ;  I  advifed  the 
Operation  which  was  confented  to,  and  I  per¬ 
formed  it  upon  the  Spot  in -the  following 

Manner. 

T  h  e  Patient  being  conveniently  feated,  I 
made  an  Inciiion  of  about  three  Inches  long 
with  a  Knife,  between  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
Ribs,  counting  from  above,  and  at  about  four 
Inches  diftance  from  the  Vertebra  •  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Incifion  was  agreeable  to  the  Courfe 
of  the  Ribs,  and  upon  being  made  nearer  to 
the  fuperior  Edge  of  the  eleventh  Rib,  than 
the  inferior  Edge  of  the  tenth,  the  intercoftal 
Artery  by  that  means  efcaped  being  wounded  ; 
upon  dividing  the  intercoftal  Mufcle,  very  near 
twenty  Ounces  of  Matter  were  difeharged. 
After  this,  I  introduced  my  Finger  through 
the  Wound  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax ,  but 

found 
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found  no  adhefion  of  the  Lungs  to  the  'Pleura ; 
from  whence  I  am  inclined  to  conjedure,  that 
this  Abfcefs  was  originally  form’d  in  the 
cellular  Membrane  of  the  Pleura ,  and  had  at 
length  made  its  way  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Thorax. 

What  feems  to  corroborate  this  Conjec¬ 
ture  is,  that  the  violent  Symptoms  which  hap¬ 
pened  upon  lying  on  the  found  Side,  or  up¬ 
on  fitting  upright,  did  not  occur  till  within  a 
Week  before  his  Application  to  me.  From 
the  Moment  the  Matter  was  difcharged,  he 
found  very  great  Relief ;  his  Refpiration  be¬ 
came  quiet,  his  Fever  and  Cough  gradually 
abated,  till  in  about  fix  Weeks  he  perfectly 
recovered,  and  was  accordingly  difmifs’djhe 
Hofpital.  The  Difcharge  from  the  Wound 
continued  in  confiderable  Quantities  for  the 
firfl:  Fortnight ;  during  which  time  the  Wound 
was  kept  properly  open  with  Tents  $  but  when 
the  Difcharge  was  no  more  than  what  might 
be  expeded  from  a  fuperficial  Wound  of  the 
fame  Size,  all  Tents  were  difcontinued,  and 
fuperficial  Applications  only  made  ufe  of. 


CASE 
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GAS 


CASE  XX. 

On  the  igth  of  March  1752,  I  did  my f elf  the 
Honour  of  communicating  to  this  Society  the 
Cafe  of  T.  H.  on  whom  I  had  performed  the 
Operation  for  the  Bmpiema  with  Succefs. 
Since  then  1  have  perform'd  the  fame  Opera¬ 
tion  a  fecond  time  with  equal  Benefit ;  and 
therefore  prefume  to  lay  this  Cafe  likewife  be¬ 
fore  you  as  a  farther  Proof  of  its  ufefulnefs 
under  the  like  Circumfiances . 

Case  2. 

Cf.  C.  aged  1 7  Years,  was  admitted  into 
0/  Guy' s  Hofpital  on  the  10th  of  May  1753, 
on  account  of  a  Complaint  in  his  Cheft 
which  he  had  labour’d  under  for  three  or  four 
Weeks. 

His  Symptoms  were  a  continual  Pain  in 
his  left  Side,  a  difficulty  in  Breathing,  and  an 
inability  of  lying  on  his  right  Side,  or  of  fitting 
upright,  without  greatly  increafing  his  Com¬ 
plaints  $  his  Pulfe  were  quick  and  low,  he  had 
a  ffiort  Cough,  was  a  good  deal  emaciated,  and 
appear’d  fallow  in  his  Complexion. 


Upon 
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Upon  Examination,  I  perceiv’d  a  fmall 
Tumour  fituated  on  the  anterior  Part  of  the 
Thorax,  obliquely  on  the  left  Side  of  the 
Extremity  of  the  Sternum,  or  Breaft-bone. 
There  was  not  the  lead  Difcoloration  of  the 
Integuments.  Upon  prefling  the  Tumour  his 
Pain,  and  difficulty  of  Breathing  were  en- 
creafed,  and  there  appeared  fomething  like  a 
Fluctuation  under  my  Fingers.  He  had  never 
had  any  Rigor,  which  is  a  Symptom  generally 
attending  the  Formation  of  Matter  ;  but  from 
Experience  I  have  found,  that  the  Want  of 
this  Symptom  is  no  proof  of  the  contrary. 

From  the  foregoing  Circumflances  and 
Symptoms,  I  made  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
of  the  Operation,  which  I  perform’d  in  the 
following  Manner. 

The  Patient  being  properly  fituated  and 
fecured,  I  began  with  making  an  Incifion  of 
about  two  Inches  long  through  the  Integu¬ 
ments  and  tendinous  Expanfion  of  the  oblique 
Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen ,  upon  the  moft  pro¬ 
minent  Part  of  the  Tumour  5  then  I  proceeded 
to  the  making  a  fecond  Incifion  of  an  equal 
length  with  the  firfl,  tranfverfely  through  the 
upper  Part  of  the  Rectus  Mufcle  (which  had  a 
perfedl  healthy  Appearance'!  directing  my 
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Knife  forward  betwixt  the  cartilaginous  Por¬ 
tions  of  the  feventh  and  eighth  Ribs,  and  the 
Extremity  of  the  Sternum ,  into  the  Cavity  of 
the  'Thorax ;  upon  which,  a  thick  clotted 
Matter  was  difcharged,  to  the  Quantity  of 
twenty  three  Ounces  and  upwards. 

A  s  foon  as  the  opening  was  made  into  the 
Cavity,  and  the  Fluid  began  to  be  evacuated 

(which  was  by  leaps)  the  Patient  exprefs'd  a 
painful  and  uncommon  kind  of  Senfation, 
which  he  compar’d  to  a  Weight  being  fud- 
denly  taken  from  his  Heart.  Hence,  I  con¬ 
jecture  that  this  part  had  fuffer’d  fo  great  a 
Compreffion,  as  to  have  been  for  fome  time 
incapable  of  performing  its  natural  AClions,  but3 
upon  the  Fluid  being  fet  at  Liberty,  the  Ven¬ 
tricles  of  the  Heart  probably  became  imme¬ 
diately  more  dilated,  than  they  had  been  foi 
fome  time  before,  on  account  of  the  Weight 
they  had  fuflain’d.  After  the  whole  of  the 
Matter  was  difcharged,  l  introduced  the  Fore¬ 
finger  of  my  right  Hand  into  the  Cavity,  wit! 
which  I  evidently  felt  the  Lungs  (quite  loofc 
and  free  from  Adhefion)  the  Mediajlinum 
and  fuperior  part  of  the  Diaphragm ,  whicl 
lafl  part  had  been  prefs’d  confiderably  lowe 
than  its  natural  Situation,  by  the  Weight  q 

thi 
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the  incumbent  Matter  ;  from  whence  it  un¬ 
doubtedly  appeared,  that  this  great  Quantity 
of  Fluid  had  been  contained  in  the  Thorax. 
After  the  whole  of  the  Matter  was  difcharged, 
I  introduced  a  Linen  Tent,  properly  fecured, 
into  the  Cavity,  which  was  continued  to  be 
introduced  every  Day  for  about  the  Space  of 
three  Weeks,  now  and  then,  as  occafion  re¬ 
quired,  making  ufe  of  the  prepared  Sponge- 
Tent.  The  Difcharge  was  confiderable  for 
the  firft  Week,  when  it  began  to  decreafe  gra¬ 
dually,  till  at  the  end  of  three  Weeks  there 
was  no  difcharge  at  all.  From  this  time  fuper- 
ficial  Applications  only  were  made  ufe  of  5  at 
the  End  of  five  Weeks,  he  was  perfectly  well 
in  all  refpedts,  and  had  recover’d  his  former 
plumpnefs  and  healthy  Appearance. 

I  m  u  s  t  obferve  to  you,  that  about  two 
Years  ago  he  receiv’d  a  violent  Blow  on  his 
left  Side  by  a  Fall,  for  which  he  had  little 
or  no  Care  taken  of  him.  He  has  ever 
fince  this  Accident  been  affefted  with  fome 
Complaints  in  his  Side  at  times,  but  not  con- 
conftantly,  nor  have  they  ever  been  fo  bad  as 

to  prevent  his  adting  in  his  bufinefs  as  a  Sailor, 
till  within  a  few  Weeks  before  he  applied  to  me. 
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Remark. 

From  the  Circumftances,  and  Symptoms 
attending  the  three  preceding  Cafes,  I  think 
it  could  hardly  be  doubted  what  the  Nature  of 
the  Difeafe  was;  and  as  the  Lungs,  Diaph¬ 
ragm,  and  Intercofial  Mufcles  mu  ft  not  only  be 
impeded  in  their  Actions,  in  proportion  to  the 
Quantity  of  extravafated  Fluid,  which  is  con¬ 
fined  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax ,  but  mu  ft 
alfo  be  in  great  danger  of  Ulceration  or  Con- 
fumption  from  the  Quality,  and  Preflure  of 
the  incumbent  Matter ;  I  look  upon  the  Ope¬ 
ration  in  all  Cafes  of  this  Kind,  to  be  abso¬ 
lutely  and  immediately  advifeable,  and  that  it 
fhould  not  be  deferred  in  Expectation  of  the 
Fluid  being  abforbed  into  the  Circulation,  and 
evacuated  by  Urine,  by  Stool,  or  by  Spitting :  1 
Since  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  In- 
Jftances  are  very  rare  where  thefe  Events  have 
been  fuccefsfully  brought  about  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  Inftances  are  numerous, 
where  Death  has  reinfued  in  confequence  of 
theOperation  being  deferr’d  too  long,  or  being 
totally  negleCted. 

The  Operation  for  the  Empiema  is  neither 
very  difficult  nor  dangerous,  and  I  conclude 
there  can  be  no  better  Arguments  advanced  in 
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fupport  of  its  fafety  and  ufefulnefs,  when  un¬ 
dertaken  in  time,  than  the  Succefs  that  at¬ 
tended  its  performance  in  two  of  the  three 
preceding  Cafes  in  which  it  has  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  that  the  Difeafes  were  only 
of  a  few  Weeks  ftanding  :  in  the  third  Infitance, 
where  it  has  been  likewife  already  obferved, 
that  the  Operation  was  not  fuccefsful ;  I  think 
this  want  of  Succefs  might,  with  fome  Reafon, 
be  attributed  to  the  Injury  which  had  been 
communicated  to  the  Diaphragm ,  and  fuperior 
part  of  the  Liver,  in  confequence  of  the  long 
Confinement  and  quality  of  the  Fluid  -9  or  it 
may  poflibly  happen,  that  the  Matter  had  been 
originally  formed  in  one  or  both  of  thefe  parts, 
and  difeharged  itfelf  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Thorax  5  which,  for  want  of  being  evacuated 
in  time,  had  at  length  increafed  the  Difeafe, 
and  deftroyed  the  Patient  by  the  Largenefs  of 
the  Ulceration,  and  Quantity  of  the  Difcharge. 
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CASE  XXI. 


Of  an  incarcerated  Hernia  Inguinalis. 


» 

si.  B.  about  30  Years  of  Age,  in  the  Year 
1748-9,  was  brought  into  the  Hofpital 
with  an  Herijia  Inguinalis ,  which  he  had  been 
fubjedt  to  for  many  Years  without  ever  wear¬ 
ing  a  Trufs.  It  had  been  down  for  ten  Days 
attended  with  exceffive  pain,  without  being 
once  return’d,  or  any  means  ufed  to  relieve 
him.  His  Symptoms  were  a  low  languid  Pulfe, 
frequent  Teachings  to  Vomit,  and  Hiccoughs. 
The  Tumour  was  ftill  exceedingly  tenfe,  for 
which  reafon  it  was  judged  advifable  to  pro¬ 
ceed  immediately  to  the  Operation.  The  Con¬ 
tents  were  a  Part  of  the  Intejlinum  Ileum  and 

Omentum ,  both  exceedingly  inflamed,  and  the 
latter  tending  to  Mortification.  They  adhered 
to  each  other,  and  the  Omentum  to  the  Sac 
formed  by  the  Peritoneum ,  which  was  become 
thicker  than  a  Crown  piece,  and  feemed  quite 
diftindt  from  the  'tunica  Vaginalis ,  upon 
which  it  lay.  The  Sac  as  well  as  the  difeafed 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Omentum  were  cut  off,  without 
making  any  Ligature  upon  either  of  them. 
The  Inteftine  and  found  part  of  the  Omentum 
were  returned  into  the  Abdomen ,  and  two 
flitches  were  made  through  the  Integuments, 
after  having  firft  dilated  the  Rings  of  the 
oblique  Mufcles  upwards  and  outwards  with  a 
Pair  of  probe  Sciffars.  Soon  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  a  Clyfler  was  adminifler’d,  by  which 
means  two  or  three  Stools  were  procured,  and 
the  Patient  grew  tolerably  eafy.  The  fecond 
Day  after  the  Operation,  the  whole  Abdomen 
became  prodigioufly  enlarged  and  tenfe;  but 
in  a  few  Days  afterwards  it  fublided,  by  the 
help  of  Fomentations  and  Clyfters,  and  the 
Patient  went  on  feemingly  well  to  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  Day ;  when  on  a  hidden  he  became 
very  reftlefs,  a  violent  Loofenefs,  attended  with 
delirium ,  enfued,  and  he  expired  about  forty 
eigiit  Hours  after  this  Attack.  Upon  open¬ 
ing  the  Body,  I  found  the  Inteflines  in  gene¬ 
ral  greatly  inflamed,  the  Ileum  was  mortified 
in  many  places,  and  feveral  AbcefTes  were 
form’d  in  the  Mefentery. 

Qiiery.  Is  it  not  probable,  tha  t  the  bad  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  fuch  as  Inflammation,  Teniion,  &c- 
ceafed  a  few  Days  after  the  Operation  ;  and 
I  G  that 


Cases  Surgery, 

that  the  Fever,  attended  with  Inflammation, 
which  came  on  afterwards,  was  merely  acciden¬ 
tal,  and  not  at  all  the  Effedt  of  the  Operation  ? 
Since  it  is  very  certain  that  all  Inflammations  of 
the  Bowels,  terminating  in  Mortification,  are 
very  fpeedy,  and  admit  of  no  great  Intermif- 
fion  in  their  Progrefs. 


CASE  XXII. 


Of  an  Hernia  Umbilicalis  from  Tapping. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  it  feldom  hap- 
pens  that  an  Hernia  is  form’d  in  confe- 
quence  of  opening  the  Integuments  at  the 
Navel,  in  order  to  evacuate  the  Water  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Abdomen ,  in  that  Species  of  Dropfy 
call’d  Af cites  ;  yet  there  have  been  undoubted 
Inftances,  where  this  Species  of  Rupture  has 
arifen  merely  from  this  Caufe,  and  been  at- 
tended  with  fuch  Circumftances  as  made  it 
neceflary  to  perform  the  Operation  for  the 
Hernia  Umbilicalis.  It  appears  that  the  open¬ 
ing  made  through  the  Peritoneumy  tho’  very 
fmall,  is  neverthelefs  capable  of  being  fo 
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enlarged  from  the  Stream  of  Water  in  the  time 
of  its  Evacuation,  or  from  Preffure  of  the 
Inteftines  againft  the  internal  Part  of  that 
Membrane ,  grown  greatly  diftended  and  flac¬ 
cid  from  the  Quantity  and  Nature  of  the 
Contents,  as  to  make  it  incapable  of  reiifl> 
the  Force  it  fometimes  meets  with  in  Cough¬ 
ing,  Sneezing,  &c. 

A.  B.  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  with 
an  Afcites  or  Dropfy  of  the  Abdomen ,  which 
was  become  fo  diilended  by  the  Water,  as 
to  render  him  incapable  of  lying  down  with¬ 
out  bringing  on  fuch  a  difficulty  of  Breath¬ 
ing  as  threaten'd  fuffocation  (from  the  Com- 
preffion,  probably,  which  the  Diaphragm  and 
Lungs  labour’d  under  in  this  Situation)  for 
thefe  Reafons  it  was  judged  neceflary  to  Tap 
him.  Upon  Examination,  his  Navel  appeared 
protuberant ,  and  puflaed  forward  as  large  as 
an  Egg.  Its  Integuments  were  thin,  and  al- 
moft  tranfparent.  Upon  my  confidering  that 
an  opening  made  through  this  part  would 
be  fuflicient  to  evacuate  all  the  Water;  and 
having  feveral  times  performed  the  fame  Ope¬ 
ration  (agreeable  to  the  Advice  of  the  Mo¬ 
derns)  without  incurring  the  lead:  inconve¬ 
nience,  I  did  not  at  all  hefitate  at  the 

G  2  Pro- 
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Propriety  of  repeating  it,  which  I  did  in 
the  following  Manner. 

The  Patient  being  feated  in  a  Chair  of 
a  convenient  Heighth,  and  his  Hands  properly 
placed  acrofs  the  upper  Part  of  the  Abdo¬ 
men, ,  at  the  fame  Time  having  an  Affiftant 
to  prefs  on  each  fide  of  it,  I  plunged  the 
Point  of  a  common  Lancet  into  the  Navel 
on  its  moft  protuberant  part,  and  by  this 
means  difeharged  the  Whole  of  the  Fluid 
without  farther  trouble  :  After  this,  a  Flan¬ 
nel  Comprefs,  dipt  in  Spirits,  was  applied  upon 
a  Plailter  that  was  firft  put  to  the  Wound, 
which  was  fecured  on  by  a  long  Flannel 
Roller,  and  the  Patient  removed  to  Bed. 
He  appeared  as  well  as  could  be  wifh’d  for 
feveral  Days,  but  at  length  complain'd  of  ex- 
ceffive  pain  in  the  Navel,  which  appear'd 
fwell’d  and  inflamed,  attended  with  frequent 
reachings  to  Vomit  and  Fever  (the  conftant 
Symptoms  of  an  incarcerated  Hernia)  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  relieve  him  by  Fomentations, 
Clyfters,  &c .  but  his  Pains  remaining  into¬ 
lerable,  and  being  incapable  of  affifting  him 
by  any  other  means.  I  proceeded  to  the 
Operation,  which  I  performed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Manner. 


Th  e 
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The  Patient  being  removed  from  his  Bed 
and  laid  fupinely  upon  a  Table  of  a  convenient 
Height,  cover’d  over  with  a  double  Blanket, 
I  placed  a  Pillow  under  his  Shoulders,  by 
which  means  the  Abdomen  became  relax’d  ; 
his  Legs  at  the  fame  Time  hanging  down 
from  the  Sides  of  the  Table,  wore  properly  fe- 
cured  by  two  Afiiftants.  After  this,  I  began 
with  making  an  Incifion,  with  a  round  edged 
Knife,  at  the  upper  Extent  of  the  Tumour; 
continuing  it  in  a  firaight  Direction  down¬ 
wards,  a  little  beyond  its  lower  Extent,  care¬ 
fully  through  the  Integuments :  Upon  which, 
I  difcover’d  a*  Portion  of  the  Intejlinum  Ilewn 
without  any  of  the  Omentum  \  the  Intefiine 
was  greatly  inflamed.  When  I  had  proceeded 
thus  far,  I  introduced  the  Fore-finger  of  my 
left  Hand  through  the  Wound  into  the  Ca¬ 
vity  of  the  Abdomen ,  with  which  I  gently 
comprefs’d  the  Itenftine ,  and  then  proceeded  to 
enlarge  the  Wound  with  the  fame  Knife, 
which  I  introduced  upon  my  Fore- finger. 
This  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  returning 
the  Intefiine  without  Difficulty.  It  appear’d 
quite  loofe,  and  free  from  adhefion.  When 
the  Intefiine  was  thus  return’d,  I  made  one 
Ligature  acrofs  the  Wound,  by  palling  a  crooked 

G  3  Needle 


86 


Cases  in  Surgery. 

Needle  through  the  Integuments  only,  at  about 
a  Quarter  of  an  Inch  from  the  Edge  of  the 
Lips  of  the  Wound  :  but  the  Abdomen  appearing 
confiderably  diftended  in  two  Days  after  the 
Operation,  and  the  Patient  complaining  of 
great  uneafinefs  from  the  Ligature,  I  imme¬ 
diately  cut  it  away,  which  relieved  him  ;  but 
the  Symptoms  of  his  Vomiting,  &c.  dill  con¬ 
tinued,  and  he  expired  in  a  lew  Days  after¬ 
wards. 

Query.  Is  it  not  probable,  that  if  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Paracentejh  had  been  perform'd 
on  the  left  Side  of  the  Abdomen ,  obliquely 
below  the  Navel,  half  way  betwixt  that  and 
the  Spine  of  the  Os  Ileum ,  that  the  Patient 
might  have  lived  for  feme  time,  as  is  very 
common  in  Cafes4 of  this  Kind;  and  is  it  not 
more  than  probable  that  his  fpeedy  Death 
was  brought  on  by  the  ftrangulated  In - 
tejlinc  ?  If  this  is  allow’d,  it  may  be  inferr’d 
from  the  preceding  Cafe,  that  the  Operation 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  entirely  free  from  that 
Danger,  which  may  always  be  avoided  by 
tapping  with  the  Trocar,  in  that  part  of  the 
Abdomen,  I’ve  juft  now  deferibed.  Though 

I  mail  own  this  Accident  is  not  likely  to  oc¬ 
cur  often,  fince  this  is  the  only  Inftance  of 

the 
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the  Kind  I  have  ever  feet),  which  arofe  from 
the  like  Caule. 


CASE  XXIII. 


Of  a  Wound  Penetrating  the  Abdomen, 

,  W.  aged  22,  was  ftabb’d  with  a  Horfe 


J  Picker  on  Wednefday  the  2 2d  of  November , 
1748,  about  three  Inches  a  little  obliquely  on 
the  right  Side,  below  the  Navel.  He  bled 
very  little  at  firft ;  about  an  Inch  of  the  fmali 
Intefiine  pufti’d  out  at  the  Orifice,  which  was 
return’d  by  a  Surgeon,  and  the  Wound 
few’d  up. 

The  Wound  continued  difeharging  Blood 
in  fmali  Quantities  till  the  Sunday  following, 
when  his  Fever  increas’d,  and  a  large  Quan¬ 
tity  (as  nearly  as  could  be  guefs’d  about  a 
Pint)  of  blackifli  curdled  Blood,  burft  out  at 
the  Orifice  $  the  Ligature  burft  open  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Week. 

The  Fever  continued  with  Vomitings,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  Tenfion  of  the  Whole  Ab- 
domen ,  which  was  particularly  hard  and  tumi- 
fied,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Orifice, 
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I  n  this  circumftance,  I  had  thoughts  of 
dilating  the  Abdomen ,  in  order  to  evacuate  the 
extravafated  Blood ;  but  the  Sunday  following  it 
difcharged  itfelf  in  a  larger  Quantity  than  be¬ 
fore,  and  continued  to  difcharge  very  greatly 
for  fome  Days,  when  at  laft  it  began  to  di- 
minifhs  all  the  bad  Symptoms  (Vomiting, 
Purging,  Fever,  lofs  of  Appetite,  &c.)  by  de¬ 
grees  abating,  and  in  procefs  of  time  the  Dif¬ 
charge  was  purulent,  but  confiderable  in  quan¬ 
tity.  However,  it  healed  without  any  fur¬ 
ther  Incifion,  and  was  well  the  17th  of  Ja- 
nuary  following. 

Query.  Is  it  not  reafonable  to  imagine, 
from  the  Circumftances  attending  this  Cafe, 
that  the  Violence  of  the  Symptoms  arofe  from 
the  extravafated  Fluid  being  confined  in  the 
Cavity,  and  from  the  Inflammation  confe- 
quent,  upon  the  Needle  and  Ligature  being 
pafs’d  through  the  Peritoneum  and  tendinous 
expanfions  of  the  tranfverfe  Mufcles  ? 

I T  is  probable,  that  if  a  free  Difcharge 

of  the  Blood  could  have  been  procured  from 
the  Beginning  (which  might  poffibly  have 
been  effected  by  leaving  a  depending  Orifice) 
thefe  Symptoms  might  have  been  prevented. 
So  that  in  all  Wounds  penetrating  the  Cavity . 

of 
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of  the  Abdomen ,  we  fhould  only  make  ufe  of 
the  Suture,  where  the  Inteflines  are  incapable 
of  being  retained  in  their  proper  Situation 
without  it  ;  at  the  fame  Time  having  a  Re¬ 
gard  to  a  depending  Orifice  for  the  Difcharge 
arifing  from  the  divided  VefTels. 


CASE  XXIV. 

A  fmgular  Cafe  of  the  Stone . 

T  T  is  a  Maxim  laid  down  by  the  mofl  ex- 
A  perienced  Writers  in  Surgery,  that  when  a 

Stone,  taken  out  of  the  Bladder,  is  found  to 

\ 

be  rough  on  its  Surface,  it  amounts  to  a 
Proof  of  there  being  no  other  remaining  be¬ 
hind.  But  notwithflanding  it  is  confirm’d 
by  Experience,  that  this  Obfervation  is  ge¬ 
nerally  well  grounded,  yet  there  are  In  fiances 

which  prove  this  Rule  to  be  not  altogether 
without  exception. 

For  which  reafon  it  is  advifeable  not  to 
be  determined  abfolutely  from  appearances  on¬ 
ly,  but  to  be  farther  fatisfied  during  the  Ope¬ 
ration  by  introducing  the  Fore-finger,  or  a  Fe¬ 
male  Catheter  through  the  Wound  into  the 

Bladder ; 
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Bladder ;  which  may  always  be  done  withou 
giving  much  Pain  to  the  Patient,  or  any  grea 
trouble  to  the  Operator;  and  is  doubtlel 
the  befl*  way  of  being  fatisfied  in  a  fad:  o 
fo  great  Importance. 

Since  I  have  had  the  Opportunities  o 
making  the  two  following  Obiervaticns ;  .j 
can’t  help  conjeduring,  that  there  have  beer 

fome  Inftances  of  a  Stone, or  Stones,  been  lef 
behind  in  the  Bladder,  merely  from  having  to< 

great  a  Confidence  in  this  general  Rule  at  th< 
time  of  Operating  ;  which  Opinion  I  am  let 
into,  from  having  fometimes  known  Patient 
relapfe  into  the  fame  Diforder,  in  a  fev 
Months  or  Weeks  after  the  healing  of  thei: 

Wounds,  and  to  require  a  fecond  Operation 
When  the  Stone,  upon  being  extraded,  ha 
•appeared  of  fo  confiderable  a  Size,  as  to  mak( 
it  probable,  that  it  muft  have  been  of  mud 
longer  growth  than  the  fhort  Time  betweer 
the  two  Operations  could  admit  of. 

In  October  1753,  I  cut  a  Boy  of  14  Yean 
#f  Age,  from  whom  I  extraded  a  rough  Stone 
of  the  Size  of  a  Pigeon’s  Egg.  After  which,  1 
introduced  my  Fore-finger  through  the  Wound 
into  the  Bladder,  and  difcover’d  a  fecond 
rough  Stone,  nearly  of  the  Size  with  th< 
*  former 
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former,  which  I  likewife  extra&ed,  and  the 
Patient  recovered  without  any  occurrences 
worthy  of  communication. 

Remark. 

I  n  a  few  Days  after  the  Operation,  it  com¬ 
monly  happens  that  fome  of  the  Urine 
pafles  through  the  Urethra ,  and  continues  to 
do  fo  without  interruption,  till  the  Whole  of 
it  finds  its  way  through  this  Channel,  and  till 
the  Wound  is  healed  ;  but  I  have  fometimes 
obferved,  that  at  the  End  of  feveral  Weeks, 
the  Urine  ftill  continues  to  flow  in  great 
Quantities  through  the  Wound,  and  endan¬ 
gers  a  Fiftula,  or  at  leaft  greatly  retards  the 
healing  of  the  Wound.  In  fuch  Cafes,  I  have 
often  introduced  a  Bougie  through  the  Ure¬ 
thra  into  the  Bladder,  with  advantage.  This, 
by  equally  diftending  the  Paflage,  and  pref- 
fing  upon  the  internal  Part  of  the  Wound,  has 
in  a  few  Days  diverted  the  Courfe  of  the 
Urine,  and  difpofed  the  Parts  to  heal  more 
evenly  and  expeditioufly,  than  they  otherwife 
would  have  done. 

N.  B.  The  Reafon  that  induced  me  to  be 
particularly  circumfpedl  in  the  Cafe  I  have 
juft  now  fpoken  of,  arcfe  from  the  following 
Accident.  I N 
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I  n  December  1752,  I  faw  ten  rough  Stone; 
prefented  to  the  Royal  Society,  which  were 
taken  out  of  the  Bladder  of  an  old  Man  ; 
the  largeft  of  which  weighed  eight  Ounces 
and  an  half,  the  others  were  fmall  ;  thefe 
Stones  were  taken  out  of  the  Bladder  after 
the  Patient’s  Death. 

Since  then  it  appears,  from  the  preceding 
Accounts,  that  two  Inftances  have  occur’d  in 
lo  fhort  a  Time,  which  prove  Exceptions  tc 
the  general  Rule  laid  down  by  almoft  all 
Writers,  I  was  induced  to  offer  thefe  Hif- 
tories  to  prove  the  Poffibility  of  the  like 
Phenomenon  happening  again. 


CASE  XXV.  f ! 

Of  a  Pisce  of  Bone ,  together  with  a  Stone  in  the 
Bladder ,  fuccejsfully  extracted:  infer  ted  in 
the  Phiiofophical  Tranfa&ions,/>r/Vzta/Anno, 

*753-  i 

rT"'  H  E  Stone  in  the  Bladder  is  a  difeafe  com- 
^  mon  to  both  Sexes,  and  the  Symptoms 
and  Circumftances  attending  it,  are  in  general 
fo  much  alike  and  fo  well  known,  as  to  render 
few  Cafes  of  this  kind  worthy  of  particular 

Notice : 
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Notice  ;  but  as  the  following  is  attended  with 
i  very  lingular,  and  perhaps  unparalleled  Cir- 
cumftance,  I  am  induced,  merely  on  this 
account,  to  give  a  fhort  Hiftory  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  FaCt. 

M.  E.  aged  48,  (in  all  other  refpedts  an 
healthy  Woman)  had  been  afflicted  with  the 
Symptoms  of  the  Stone  in  the  Bladder  for 

about  two  Years,  for  which  fhe  put  herfelf 
under  my  Care.  After  having  prepared  her 

jin  the  ufual  Manner,  I  proceeded  to  the  Ope¬ 
ration,  but  in  a  Method  fomewhat  different 
from  that  generally  praCtifed,  which  is  effected 
merely  by  a  forcible  Dilatation,  and  confequent 
Laceration  of  the  Urethra  ;  but  having  almofl 
always  obferved  an  incontinence  of  Urine,  in 
confequence  of  this  Method  of  Operating,  for 
this  Reafon,  and  from  the  Succefs  which  I  had 
fome  time  ago  met  with  in  the  Cafe  of 
M,  B.  mentioned  hereafter,  from  whom  I 
had  extracted  an  Excrefcence  that  was  growing 
on  the  Infide  of  the  Bladder ;  I  differ’d  from 
the  ufual  Method  of  Operating,  and  cut  the 
Urethra  obliquely  upwards  on  the  right  Side 
to  about  half  its  length,  which  I  eafily  ef¬ 
fected  by  introducing  a  final  1  Knife  into  the 
Groove  of  the  Staff,  and  found  very  little  force 

requilite 
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rcquifite  to  the  Introduction  of  the  Gorget  and 
Forceps  into  the  Bladder,  and  in  the  Ex¬ 
traction  of  the  Stone,  and  piece  of  Bone. 

Upon  laying  hold  of  the  Stone,  it  broke 
fo  that  only  a  Part  of  it,  of  the  Size  of  * 
Pigeon's  Egg,  was  extracted  upon  the  firfi 
Introduction  of  the  Forceps  into  the  Blad- 
der;  upon  introducing  the  Forceps  a  feconc 
time,  I  extracted  a  ragged  and  irregular  piec< 
of  Bone  weighing  fixteen  Grains,  which  ■ 
have  now  in  my  Cuftody. 

Before  the  Bone  was  wathed  and  cleanfed 
its  Cavities  appear’d  filled,  and  covered  with  i 
Mixture  of  hairy  and  ftoney  Particles ;  fron 
whence  I  conjecture,  that  it  probably  was  th< 
Nucleus  of  the  Stone. 

Nothing  remarkable  occur'd  during  th< 
Cure,  but  that  the  Patient  ever  fince  the  fe- 
cond  Day  after  the  Operation,  was  capable  o 
retaining  her  Urine,  and  recover'd  perfeCtl; 
in  lefs  than  three  Weeks  after  the  Opera tioi 
was  perform’d. 

Since  the  Performance  of  the  preceding 
Operations,  I  have  always  follow'd  the  fam< 
Method  of  dividing  a  Part  of  the  Urethri 
in  Females,  previous  to  the  Introduction  o 
the  Gorget,  &c .  and  have  found  it  to  b< 

mucl 
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nuch  more  eafy  to  the  Patient,  lefs  troublefome 
o  the  Operator,  and  more  fuccefsful,  than 
vhen  perform’d  by  a  forcible  Dilatation  of 
he  Urethra  without  Inciiion. 


!  CASE  XXVI. 

Of  a  Retention  of  Urine  occafioned  by  the  Size 

of  the  Hymen. 

T  T  has  been  obferved  by  many  Writers,  that 
a  flraitened  Prepuce  in  Males  penetrated 
ty  fo  fmall  a  Hole,  as  to  prevent  a  free  Dif- 
charge  of  the  Urine,  convey’d  in  a  full  Stream 
through  the  Urethra ,  is  often  productive  of 
fuch  Symptoms,  as  are  fimilar  to  thofe  ari- 
ling  from  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder ;  which  are 
probably  occafion’d  by  a  Diftention  of  the 
Prepuce,  and  an  irritation  of  its  internal  Part, 
and  the  Gians.  The  Removal  of  thefe  Com¬ 
plaints  depends  upon  a  longitudinal  Divifion 
of  the  Prepuce,  or  a  Circumcifion  of  its  Ex¬ 
tremity,  by  which  means  a  free  Iffue  is  pro¬ 
cured  to  the  Urine.  But  I  don't  remember 
to  have  read  any  Obfervation  of  a  Difeafe  of 
the  like  Kind  happening  to  Females,  and 

producing 
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producing  the  fame  Symptoms,  from  a  preter 
natural  Formation  of  their  Parts* 

I  n  the  Year  1749,  I  was  confulted  in  th< 
Cafe  of  a  little  Girl  about  three  Years  old 
who  had  labour’d  under  fuch  violent  Symp 
toms  in  voiding  her  Urine  ever  fince  her  birth 

as  to  make  it  fufpeded  by  her  Phyfician,  tha 
fhe  had  a  Stone  in  her  Bladder.  Upon  en 
quiry,  I  was  inform’d  that  her  Urine  came 
away  by  drops,  that  fhe  was  inclined  to  pu 
her  Hand  to  the  Pudendum ,  when  fhe  made 
Water,  and  that  fhe  could  not  help  crying, 
and  flamping  with  her  Feet,  merely  froir 
the  Pain.  Thefe  Symptoms  fo  nearly  refem- 
bled  thofe  of  the  Stone,  that  I  thought  propel 
to  propofe  the  paffing  a  Staff  into  the  Bladder 
that  we  might  be  fatisfied  whether  there  wai 
a  Stone,  or  any  other  Difeafe  of  the  Urethral 
or  Bladder  3  but  upon  endeavouring  to  do  it 
I  obferv’d  the  Urethra  was  at  leafl  half  co¬ 
ver’d  over  with  a  Continuation  of  the  Hymen 
which  appear’d  imperforated  3  for  this  reafon 
I  could  with  difficulty  execute  my  Defign 
However,  I  effected  the  Introduction  of  the 
Inflrument  into  the  Bladder,  without  ufin£ 
much  violence,  but  there  was  no  Stone,  01 
any  other  preternatural  appearance  to  be  fel 

if 
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in  that,  or  its  PafTage.  Seeing  this,  I  gave 
my  Opinion,  that  the  Difficulties  and  Pains 
which  arife'in  difcharging  the  Urine,  probably 
proceeded  from  the  Size  and  Situation  of  this 
Membrane  \  which  I  recommended  as  necef- 
fary  to  be  divided.  It  was  cornply’d  with ; 
and  I  accordingly  proceeded  in  the  following 
Manner*  The  Infant  being  placed  upon  her 
Back,  and  properly  confined  upon  a  Table 
of  a  convenient  Height,  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  is  done  in  the  Operation  for  the  Stone; 
I  divided  the  Membrane  with  a  fmall  Knife 
by  making  a  longitudinal  Incifion,  and  the 
Patient  was  cured  in  a  few  Days,  by  Anointing 
the  Parts  with  Sweet  Oyl,  affifted  with  an 
emollient  Fomentation. 

Remark. 

I  f  the  Circumftances  of  a  Difficulty  in 
making  Water  had  not  occur’d,  fo  as  to  have 
made  it  neceffary  for  the  Parents  to  feek  for 

Relief  during  this  Infant  State,  it  muft  have 
happen'd,  that  at  the  Time  of  puberty,  the 
Menfes  could  not  have  been  voided,  fo  that 
the  Surgeon  muft  have  been  then  obliged  to 
have  divided  this  Membrane ,  to  have  given 
Ifliie  to  what  muft  have  been  otherwife  con¬ 
fined  ;  as  has  been  known  to  have  been  fame- 

H  times 
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times  the  Cafe,  where  this  Membrane  has  been 
found  imperforated  in  Adultnefs. 


CASE  XXVII 


Of  an  Amputation  of  the  Penis. 

C.  aged  63,  about  four  Months  ago  per- 


ceived  a  fmall  Pimple  to  arife  upon  the 
Gians  Penis ,  which  continued  without  pain 
for  fix  Weeks.  At  the  end  of  which  Time, 
it  grew  painful,  and  increafed  in  fize,  which 
obliged  him  to  apply  to  a  neighbouring  Sur¬ 
geon  for  relief.  The  firft  Applications  made 
ufe  of  to  the  Part,  were  emollient  Cataplafnsy 
which  were  continued  for  a  Fortnight,  but' 
without  any  other  effedt  than  keeping  the  Part 
eafy,  and  preventing  an  increafe  of  the  Sym- 
toms.  Seeing  this,  he  was  induced  to  apply 
a  Caufic  to  the  Excrefcence,  which  brought 
on  excefiive  pain,  and  produced  an  Ulcera¬ 
tion  '>  and  from  that  time,  the  Tumour  began 
to  grow  confiderably  worfe. 

O  n  the  3d  of  Augufl  1749,  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Hofpital.  Upon  examination 


the 
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the  whole  Penis  was  found  cancerous,  and 
confiderably  enlarged,  to  within  about  an  Inch 
and  a  half  of  the  Abdomen ,  attended  with  ex- 
ceffive  pain. 

I  t  had  for  the  lafl  four  Weeks  difcharged 
fo  greatly,  as  to  weaken  him  confiderably, 
and  had  bled  at  times,  but  not  very  profufely. 
On  the  feventh  Inilant,  it  was  amputated 
near  the  Abdomen ,  in  the  following  Manner. 

A  tourniqjjet  was  applied  on  the  Penis , 
as  near  the  Abdomen  as  pofiible,  and  an  Inci- 
fion  was  made  firft  through  the  Integuments 
only,  which  were  drawn  back,  and  then  a 
fecond  Incifion  was  made  as  near  as  pof- 
fible  to  the  Integuments  through  the  Corpora 
cavernofa  ;  there  was  no  Inftrument  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Urethra ,  nor  was  there  much 
difficulty  in  flopping  the  Haemorrhage ,  which 
was  effected  by  the  Needle  and  Ligature. 

A  few  Hours  after  the  Operation,  he 
urin’d  freely,  and  from  this  time  continued 
to  go  on  very  well,  till  he  recover’d.  But  in 
a  few  Months  afterwards,  he  relaps’d  into 
the  fame  diforder,  and  died. 

A  similar  Cafe  to  this  is  mentioned  by 
Ruyfch ,  in  his  30  th  Oh  [creation  •  but  there 
the  Operation  is  defcribed  as  being  perform’d 
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in  a  very  different  Manner,  as  follows :  A 
Catheter  was  introduced  through  the  Urethra 
into  the  Bladder,  and  confined  by  a  proper 
Ligature  from  flipping  out;  after  this,  a 
Ligature  was  made  very  tight  upon  the  Penis 
above  the  difeafed  Part ;  the  next  Day,  a  fe- 
cond  Ligature  was  applied  upon  the  fir  ft,  and 
in  five  Days  after,  the  Penis  was  amputated 
with  a  Knife  in  the  fame  Part,  which  had  been 
almoft  wore  through  by  the  Ligatures. 

This  method  was  made  ufe  of,  in  order 
to  prevent  an  Haemorrhage  ;  for  he  obferves, 
that  by  this  means,  the  Part  became  almoft 
mortified  off,  and  no  bleeding  enfued.  But 
as  this  method  muff  be  infinitely  more  pain¬ 
ful  than  what  attends  the  Operation,  when 
perform’d  by  Incifion  only,  I  think  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  which  of  the  two  is  prefe-  j? 
rable.'  Mr.  Ruyfch  obferves,  that  the  Patient 
did  well,  and  continued  fo.  Lie  fays,  that 
part  of  the  Penis  which  was  left  behind, 
drew  quite  back  into  the  Abdomen ,  fo  that  he 
was  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  an  Ivory  Pipe, 
which  was  occafionally  introduced  through 
the  Urethra  into  the  Bladder,  to  prevent  the 
Inconvenience  of  being  wetted  by  the  Urine, 
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I  t  is  worth  obferving,  what  different  Ef¬ 
fects  were  produced  by  the  Emollient,  and 
Cauftic  Applications  in  the  preceding  Cafe. 
The  Firft  it  appears,  kept  the  Parts  eafy,  and 
prevented  the  -  Difeafe  from  increasing,  though 
it  had  no  farther  tendency  to  the  Cure  of  the 
Wound.  But  the  Latter,  which  was  painful, 
immediately  aggravated  the  Symptoms,  and 
confiderably  increafed  the  Inflammation  and 
Ulceration.  This  Cafe  is  one  of  the  many, 
which  (hews  the  Impropriety  of  all  painful  Ap¬ 
plications  to  Ulcers  that  are  attended  with  the 
like  Malignancy  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  great  Advantages  of  fuch  as  are  emol¬ 
lient  and  relaxing. 

From  the  Event  of  Ruyfcti s  Cafe,  we  may 
learn  the  Poflibility  of  Succefs  after  the  like 
Operation  5  though  it  mu  ft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  Inftances  are  rare  where  the  Patient 
does  not  relapfe  into  the  fame  Difeafe. 
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CASE  XXVIII. 

Of  the  good  Effedi  of  medicated  Bougies ,  in  dif 
eajes  of  the  Penis  and  Scrotum. 

.  E.  in  Auguft  1731,  contra&ed  a  Clap, 
which  he  negledted  till  the  March  fol¬ 
lowing,  when  there  appeared  a  Swelling  in 
the  Scrotum,  which  fuppurated,  and  was 
open’d  by  Inciflon.  He  was  at  the  fame  time 
pat  under  a  Courfe  of  Phyfick ;  but  notwith- 
withftanding  this  Treatment,  there  appear’d  a 
fecond  Swelling  on  his  Scrotum  foon  after¬ 
wards,  which  fuppurated,  and  was  like  wife 
open’d  3  his  Urine  iffiied  through  the  Wound, 
and  continued  to  do  fo  for  four  Months,  when 
it  healed  up. 

H  e  had  a  purulent  Difcharge  from  the 
Penis  the  whole  Time,  attended  with  fre¬ 
quent  Inclinations  to  Urine,  which  came  away 
fometimes  by  drops,  at  other  times  in  a 
fmall  twilled  Stream  tinged  with  blood,  and 
attended  with  excefiive  Pain.  Pie  remain’d 
pretty  nearly  in  this  State,  till  Augufi  1747, 
when  he  perceived  a  Swelling  to  arife  in  Pe- 
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rinceo^  which  obliged  him  to  apply  for  far¬ 
ther  advice.  The  Tumour  fuppurated,  and  was 
open'd  by  Incifion,  and  the  Patient  falivated. 
Bat  notwithftanding  all  proper  care  having  been 
taken  of  the  Wound,  it  remain'd  fiftulous. 

H  e  was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital,  the 
firft  of  December  1748.  Upon  examination,  I 
difcover’d  two  Fiftulas  in  Perinceo ,  and  two 
more  in  the  Scrotum ,  through  which  the 
greateft  Part  of  his  Urine  was  difcharged.  The 
Scrotum  was  enlarg’d  to  four  times  its  fize, 
and  appear'd  anafarcous. 

The  whole  Penis  was  diftorted,  and  its 
Integuments  extreamly  thicken’d.  Upon  in¬ 
troducing  a  Probe  into  the  Urethra ,  I  difco- 
vered  an  obftrudion  about  an  Inch  and  half 
diftant  from  its  hither  extremity,  which  I 
could  not  break  through.  The  Day  follow¬ 
ing,  I  introduced  a  medicated  Candle,  which 
was  kept  for  fome  Hours  in  contad  with  the 
Obftrudion  \  it  produced  a  confiderable  Dif- 
charge  of  Matter ;  the  Bougie  was  continued 
for  fome  Hours  every  Day  for  about  a  Week, 
when  the  Obftrudion  gave  way.  A  little 
farther  up  the  Urethra ,  there  was  a  fecond 
Obftrudion,  which  was  removed  in  a  few 
Days  by  the  fame  means.  After  having 
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furmounted  thefe  two  difficulties,  I  met  with 
a  third  near  the  Entrance  into  the  Bladder, 
which  was  made  to  difappear  by  the  fame 
Application  in  ten,  or  twelve  Days  ;  fo  that  I 
could  now  introduce  a  fmall  Bougie  quite  into 
the  Bladder.  The  Bougies-  firft  ufed  were 
very  fmall,  not  larger  than  a  common  knit¬ 
ting  Needle;  but  their  fizes  were  gradually 
increafed,  till  I  could  eafily  introduce  thofe 
of  the  Size  of  a  Goofe-quill. 

From  the  Time  I  got  into  the  Bladder,  the 
Fiuulas  grew  better,  the  Tumour  of  the  Scro¬ 
tum  fubfided  gradually,  till  in  about  five 
Months  he  was  perfectly  cured,  and  the  Parts 
appear’d  in  their  natural  State.  The  Swelling 
of  the  Scrotum  was  form’d  in  confequence  of 
the  Urine  having  infinuated  itfelf  into  the 
cellular  Membrane.  I  faw  him  two  Years 
after  his  cure,  he  was  then  perfectly  well, 
and  had  not  perceived  the  leaft  return  of  his 
Diforder.  Before  he  left  the  Hofpital,  he 
could  Urine  in  as  full,  and  large  a  Stream,  as 
though  he  had  never  been  difeafed,  and  was 
well  in  every  other  refpedt. 

The  Inference  I  would  draw  from  the 
preceding  Cafe,  is  to  prove  the  great  ufeful- 
nefs  of  Mr.  Dartin' s  Method  of  treating  thefe 

Dif- 


C  a  s  e  s  in  Surgery. 

Difeafes,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  (hew,  that 
it  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved  by  Mr.  Sharp ,  in  his  Critical  Enquiry , 
that  whatever  Applications  will  produce  a  Dif- 
charge,  muft  probably  be  attended  with  nearly 
the  fame  Succefs,  if  continued  a  proper  time. 
The  Compofition  of  the  Bougies  made  ufe  of 
in  this  extraordinary  Cafe,  was,  one  Ounce 
of  old  Diachylon ,  and  two  Drachms  of  Muci¬ 
lage  Plainer,  (lowly  melted  together;  to  which 
was  added  a  Drachm  and  half  of  white  Pre¬ 
cipitate ,  which  being  ftirred  together,  and  af¬ 
terwards  fpread  upon  Rag,  was  cut  into 
flips,  and  rolled  up  in  a  conical  Form  for 
ufe. 

I  have  feveral  times  fince  made  ufe  of  the 
fame  Plaifter,  with  an  addition  of  one  Drachm 
and  half,  or  two  Drachms  of  Calomel ,  or  red 
Precipitate  finely  levigated  and  ftirr’d  into  it, 
with  equal  benefit,  in  a  Variety  of  Cafes ;  and 
could  never  difeover  any  material  Difference, 
either  in  their  Efficacy,  or  manner  of  Ope¬ 
rating. 
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CASE  XXIX. 


Of  an  Hydrocele. 


.  M.  aged  63, in  the  Year  1749,  about  eight 


J  Months  before  he  applied  to  me,  received  a 
Blow  upon  the  Scrotum,  which  in  a  few  Weeks 
afterwards  began  to  fwell,  and  continued  to  in- 
creafe  from  this  time  without  pain,  till  the 
27th  of  September  of  this  Year,  when  he 
was  admitted  into  the  Hofpital.  The  Difor- 
der  appear'd  to  be  an  Hydrocele ,  or  Dropfy  of 
the  Tunica  Vaginalis ,  which  upon  being  tap’d 
difcharged  about  ten  Ounces  of  a  clear  Water. 
About  a  Week  after  the  Operation,  the  Water! 
had  collected  nearly  to  as  great  a  Quantity  as 
before  ;  upon  which,  I  perform’d  the  Opera¬ 
tion  a  Second  Time.  After  the  whole  of  the 
Water  was  evacuated,  I  introduced  a  fmall 
Spunge  tent  into  the  Orifice,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  twenty  four  Hours  without  produ¬ 
cing  any  pain,  or  vifible  effedl.  Seeing  this, 
I  renewed  the  Introduction  of  the  Tent,  which 
remained  in  till  the  third  Day.  During  this 
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time,  there  was  no  Difcharge  at  all.  Upon 
Examination,  the  Scrotum  began  to  appear 
fomewhat  harden'd  and  inflamed ;  on  which 
account  the  Tent  was  omitted,  and  a  Pultice 
of  Bread  and  Milk  applied  to  the  Part.  On 
the  fourth  Day,  a  fmall  quantity  of  Matter 
oozed  through  the  Orifice,  which  increafed 
confiderably  for  about  ten  Days,  when  there 
appeared  a  fmall  Abcefs  on  one  fide  of  the 
Orifice,  which,  upon  being  open’d,  difcharged 
about  an  Ounce  of  Matter;  from  this  time, 
the  Difcharge  became  trifling,  till  it  was  quite 
well,  which  was  in  four  or  five  Days  after¬ 
wards.  The  Coats  of  the  Teflicle,  and  Tef- 
ticle  itfelf,  form’d  an  Adhefion  with  each 
other.  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  Pain  and  Fever 
which  attended  the  Cure  were  fo  trifling,  as 
render’d  it  unneceflfary  for  the  Patient  to  keep 
his  Bed  longer  than  two  Days;  which,  in  all 

probability,  was  owing  to  the  gentle  and  gra¬ 
dual  Adtion  of  the  Tent  upon  the  I Tunica 
Vaginalis, 

From  the  Succefs  which  attended  this  me¬ 
thod  of  Operating  in  the  preceding  Inftance, 
I  have  been  induced  to  perform  it  feveral 
times  fince  in  the  fame  Manner  upon  other 
;  fubjedfs. 
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fubjefts ;  moft  of  which  Operations  have  been 
attended  with  equal  Lenity  and  Benefit. 
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CASE  XXX. 


Of  a  Tumour  growing  on  the  Injide  of  the  Blad¬ 
der ,  fuccefsfully  extirpated  >  inferted  in  the 
Philofoph.  TranfiiCt  .for  the  Months  of  April, 
May,  June,  and  July  1750,  printed  Anno. 

I75I* 


A  N  Excrefcence,  or  Tumour  arifing  from 
the  internal  Coat  of  the  Bladder,  is  a 
Difeafe,  though  not  very  common,  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  known  to  the  curious  in  Phyfick  and 
Surgery.  But  I  believe  that  hitherto,  no  one 
has  attempted  the  Cure  of  this  Diforder  by  i 
Extirpation. 

Nor  indeed  can  it  be  fuppos’d  that  the 
Inftances  are  frequent,  where  the  Operation 
is  practicable  :  But  as  it  is  notorious  from  the 
Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  and  Surgery,  that  feveral 
diforders  which  were  formerly  unobferv’d, 
have  been  found  to  occur  frequently,  after 
their  Nature  has  been  once  difeover’d  and 
exaCtly  defer ibed,  I  flatter  myfelf,  the  Pub¬ 
lication 
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lication  of  this  Account,  may  poflibly  throw 
fome  light  on  the  prefent  Subject. 

M.  B.  aged  23,  on  the  24th  of  June  1747, 
drained  herfelf,  by  endeavouring  to  lift  a  great 
Weight ;  (he  was  immediately  feiz’d  with  a 
Pain  in  the  fmall  of  her  Back,  and  a  total  Sup- 
preffion  of  Urine  3  which  Symptoms,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  feveral  Methods  uled  for  her  Re¬ 
lief,  continued  till  the  29th  of  the  fame 
Month ;  when  an  eminent  Phyfician,  and 
|  Man-midwife  was  called  to  her  Affi dance, 
who  drew  off*  her  Urine  with  the  Catheter. 

During  the  Suppreflion,  fhe  was  feiz’d 
with  an  acute  Fever,  and  for  eighteen,  or 
twenty  Flours  before  her  Urine  was  drawn 
off,  {he  difcharged  by  the  Mouth  a  great 
Quantity  of  faltifh  Water  tinged  with  Blood  * 
which,  upon  lying  down,  flow’d  in  fo  great 
Quantities  as  to  threaten  Suffocation. 

In  April  1750,  ihe  applied  to  me.  Upon 
enquiry,  I  learnt  Ihe  never  had  been  able,  from 
the  Moment  of  the  Accident,  to  void  a  Drop 
of  Urine  without  the  Affiftance  of  the  Ca¬ 
theter,  which  had  been  ever  fince  made  ufe 
of  two  or  three  times  every  twenty-four 
Hours  $  that  {he  was  in  continual  pain,  and 
had  lately  been  much  weakened,  by  having 
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feveral  times  loft  confiderable  quantities  *  of 
Blood,  occafion’d  by  the  Force  made  ufe 
of,  for  the  Introdu&ion  of  that  Inftrument 
into  the  Bladder.  Upon  examining  her  with 
my  Fore-finger,  which  I  introduc’d  with  great 
difficulty  through  the  Meatus  Urhiarius>  I  dis¬ 
covered  a  confiderable  Tumour,  which  feem’d 
to  be  of  a  flefhy  Subftance,  and  took  its  rife  from 
the  lower  Part  of  the  Bladder  near  its  Neck ; 
the  Extent  of  which  I  could  with  difficulty 
reach.  I  obferv’d  it  to  protrude  a  little  Way 
out  of  the  Meatus  Urinarius ,  upon  ftraining 
to  make  Water  when  the  Bladder  was  full ; 
but  upon  ceafingto  ftrain,  it  prefently  return’d. 

I  t  had  preferv’d  pretty  nearly  the  fame 
Appearance  ever  fince  it  was  firft  taken  notice 
of  •>  and  about  eighteen  Months  ago,  a  fmall 
Incifion  was  made  into  it  by  a  Surgeon,  on 
prefumption  of  its  containing  a  Fluid,  but 
without  any  effeft. 

Having  firft  prepared  her,  as  before  the 
Operation  for  the  Stone,  that  is,  by  giving  a 
gentle  Purge  on  the  Day  preceding  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  and  an  emollient  purgative  Clyfter  a  few 
Hours  before  I  operated,  the  Rectum  by  this 
means  became  emptied,  and  confequently  did 
did  not  make  fo  great  a  Degree  of  Prefiure 
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upon  the  inferior  Part,  and  neck  of  the  Bladder, 
as  it  would  otherwife  have  done ;  which  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  executing  my  defign 
with  much  lefs  difficulty,  than  I  ffiould  pro¬ 
bably  have  met  with  in  the  Performance  of 

J 

the  Operation,  had  I  attempted  it  without  this 
preparation. 

When  this  was  done,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Extirpation  of  the  Tumour,  which  I  effected 
in  the  following  Manner. 

When  her  Bladder  was  full,  I  order’d  her 
to  drain,  as  though  fhe  was  going  to  make 
Water  5  upon  which,  I  perceived  the  Tu¬ 
mour  to  protrude  a  little,  this,  I  effectually 
fecured  from  returning  into  the  Bladder,  by 
the  help  of  a  crooked  Needle  and  Ligature, 
which  I  paffed  through  the  Tumour  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Directions,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  it 
out  through  the  Meatus  Urinarius ,  but  could 
not  effeCt  it  by  reafon  of  its  largenefs. 

Seeing  this,  I  dilated  the  Meatus  Urina - 
rius  on  the  right  Side,  by  cutting  it  upwards 
about  half  way  towards  the  Neck  of  the  Blad¬ 
der  >  when,  by  pulling  the  Tumour  forwards, 
I  had  fufficient  room  for  tying  it  with  a  Li¬ 
gature  paffed  round  its  Bafis,  which  was  very 
large. 
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For  the  three  firft  Days  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  £he  complained  of  a  good  deal  of  Pain 
in  the  Abdomen. 

O  n  the  fixth  Day  after  the  Ligature  was 
made,  the  Tumour  dropt  off. 

From  the  firft  Day  of  the  Operation,  ilse 
voided  her  Urine  without  any  affiftance,  and 
is  now  perfectly  well  in  every  refpedt. 

The  Size  of  the  Tumour  was  nearly  equal 
to  a  Turkey’s  Egg,  and  fomething  like  to  it 
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CASE  XXXI. 


4  remarkable  Injlance  of  two  Excrefcences  oj 
the  Urethra,  fuccefsfully  extirpated . 

f  f  J 

THE  urinary  Paflages  of  Females,  as  well 
as  Males,  are  incident  to  forne  Diforders. 
which  are  not  to  be  cured,  or  reliev’d  but  by 
furgical  Operations.  Thefe  Diforders  in  Male.' 
proceed  from  various  Caufes,  which  are  gene* 
rally  to  be  accounted  for  from  a  previous  ve- 
nereal  Affediion,  or  the  frequent  Paflage  o 
gravelly,  or  ftony  Particles  throu^  : 
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Urethra ,  though  it  is  certain  that  they  fome- 
times  happen  without  any  accountable  caufe. 

I  t  feems  to  have  been  a  Matter  of  Dif- 
pute  amongft  Surgeons,  whether  thefe  maladies 
arife  from  Exerefcences,  Caruncles,  Contrac¬ 
tions  of  the  Fibres  of  the  Urethra ,  Callofities 
proceeding  from  veneral  caufes,  callous  Ulcers 
of  the  Lacuna  of  the  Urethra ,  or  Affections 
of  the  proftate  Gland,  or  the  reft  of  the 
mucous  Glands  of  the  Urethra.  But  it  is  a 
Matter  of  no  very  great  Confequence,  what 
the  exadt  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  may  be,  fee¬ 
ing  the  Cure  depends  entirely  upon  the  remo¬ 
val  of  the  Obftrudtion,  and  it  is  probable  from 
oBferving,  that  as  other  parts  of  the  Body  are 
liable  to  thefe  feveral  appearances,  this  part 
is  fo  too  5  and  though  it  has  been  afferted 
by  many,  that  there  is  no  fuch  difeafe  as 
a  funsrous  Excrefcence  in  the  Urethra  of 

O 

Males,  owing  to  the  Difficulty  of  difeovering 
fuch  appearances  after  Death,  yet  from  the 
Analogy  there  is  fubfifting  betwixt  the  Struc¬ 
ture  of  the  internal  Part  of  the  Urethra  of 
Males  and  Females,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  Exiftence  of  this  fungous  Appear¬ 
ance  in  them  can  hardly  be  doubted  ;  and 
that  a  very  trifling  Difeafe  of  this  Kind,  is- 

I  capable 
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capable  of  producing  the  moil  excruciating 
Pains  may  be  concluded  from  the  Hiftory 
of  the  following  Cafe,  the  Cure  of  which 
immediately  depended  upon  the  Removal  of 
a  Fungus  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  Size  arid  Ap¬ 
pearance,  as  would  not  have  been  regarded  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  Body.  But  as  the 
fame  Operation  cannot  be  undertaken  in  Males 
with  an  equal  probability  of  Succefs  from  the 
difficulty  of  knowing  the  exadt  Situation  and 
Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  as  well  as  from  the 
different  Length  of  the  Urethra  itfelf ;  we  are 
oblig’d  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  methods  as 
operate  more  llowly,  and  not  with  fo  great  a 
degree  of  certainty. 

£.  C.  a  Virgin  aged  27,  had  been  afflidted, 
as  I  was  inform'd  by  herfelf,  and  her  Mother, 
with  a  Difeafe  in  the  urinary  Parts,  ever  fince 
{he  was  four  Years  old.  The  Symptoms  un¬ 
der  which  fhe  had  laboured  from  the  Begin¬ 
ning,  were  frequent  inclinations  to  make 
Water,  which  fhe  voided  by  drops,  and 
with  exceffive  pain. 

She  had  never  been  quite  free  from  thefc 
complaints  ever  fince  her  firft  attack,  but 
was  particularly  ill  at  the  Times  of  having 
her  Menfes.  Thefe  difcharges  were  in  general 

regular, 
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regular,  both  as  to  time  and  quantity  *  wheft 
it  happened  otherwife,  her  complaints  were 
greatly  encreas’d,  efpecially  at  the  very  Time 
when  die  expedted  a  Return  of  them.  The 
Pain  and  Irritations  had  been  frequently  fo 
great,  as  to  occafion  Convulfions  3  and  fhe  had 
been  always  incapable  of  getting  her  lively— 
hood  at  Service. 

She  had  try’d  various  methods  for  her  re^ 
lief,  without  receiving  the  lead  Benefit. 

In  'January  1754,  I  was  defired  to  attend 

her. 

Upon  enquiry,  I  learnt  that  her  complaints 
had  been  from  the  Beginning  in  the  Urethra 9 
and  neighbouring  Parts.  I  carefully  examined 
into  the  Meatus  Urinarius ,  by  introducing  a 
female  Catheter,  with  which  I  dilated  it  by 
inclining  the  Indrument  to  one  fide,  and 
with  fome  difficulty  difcover’d  two  Excre- 
fcences  arifing  opofice  to  each  other  from 
the  internal  Part  of  the  Urethra ,  near  its  hither 
Extremity. 

Each  of  thefe  Excrefcences  was  near  as 
broad  as  a  Silver  Penny,  and  refembled  the 
Valves  of  a  Vein  in  their  Situation. 

Their  colour  was  red,  their  texture  fpongy, 
and  they  confided  of  a  Number  of  Fibres,  as 

I  a  ap- 
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appear’d  upon  Examination  after  being  re¬ 
moved. 

/  • 

Upon  difeovering  their  feat  and  rife,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  extirpate  them  ;  which  I  effe&ed  in 
the  following  Manner. 

The  Patient  being  laid  upon  her  Back,  and 
her  Knees  bent  and  rais’d,  I  divided  the  Ure¬ 
thra  a  little  way  obliquely  upwards  on  its  left 
fide  with  a  Pair  of  Scifiars,  then  I  proceeded 
to  fnip  off  the  Excrefcences  at  their  roots, 
to  do  which,  the  previous  Divifion  of  a  Part 
of  the  Urethra  afforded  me  fufficient  room. 

The  Operation  was  expeditious,  but  painful. 
There  was  very  little  difeharge  of  Blood  at 
firft.  In  a  few  Hours  after  the  Operation, 
the  wound  bled  profufely,  but  at  length  dop'd 
of  itfelf. 

From  this  time,  fhe  had  no  other  inconve- 

i 

nience  or  pain  in  the  Part,  than  what  arofe 
from  the  Acrimony  of  the  Urine,  which  gra¬ 
dually  abated  till  the  Wound  healed,  which 
was  in  about  ten  Days  after  the  Operation. 

The  only  Applications  made  ufe  of  to  the 
Parts,  were  Fomentations  of  warm  Water 
and  Milk,  and  afterwards  a  doflil  of  Lint 
fpread  over  with  cooling  Ointment,  and  re¬ 
peated  twice  or  thrice  a  Day. 

I 
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I  had  the  Curiofity  to  call  upon  her, 
about  five  Months  after  her  Cure.  She  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  floe  had  continued  perfectly 
well  without  the  leaft  Return  of  her  Com¬ 
plaint,  and  that  her  monthly  Difcharges  had 
been  regular  ever  fince  I  left  her,  without 
producing  any  of  her  former  Symptoms. 


CASE  XXXII. 

A  remarkable  lnjlance  of  a  Wound ,  by  which 
the  Tibia  was  entirely  divided . 

r\  N  the  gth  of  October  1749,  J.  L.  aged 
^  44,  receiv’d  two  remarkable  Wounds 
from  his  Antagonifl:,  who  ftruck  him  with  a 
Hedging-bill.  The  one  upon  the  upper  Part 
of  his  left  Leg,  immediately  beneath  the  In- 
fertion  of  the  Tendon  of  the  Patella ,  by 

which  the  Tibia  was  entirely  divided,  without 
any  remarkable  contufion  of  the  Integuments, 

or  neighbouring  Mufcles ;  the  other  on  the 
left  Side  of  the  Head,  which  divided  the  pa¬ 
rietal  Bone  quite  to  its  Diploe ,  and  he  loft  a 
confiderable  Quantity  of  Blood,  before  any 
Affiftance  could  be  procured  him, 
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Th  ree  Days  after  the  Accident,  he  was 
admitted  into  the  Holpital  and  put  under  my 
care.  His  complaints  were  a  Giddinefs,  Fe¬ 
ver,  and  Coftivenefsj  for  which  he  was  let 
Blood,  and  Stools  were  procur’d  by  a  Clyfter  j 
from  this  treatment  he  was  confiderably  re¬ 
lieved.  The  following  Day,  his  Giddinefs 
had  quite  left  him,  and  his  Wound  had  a  fa-, 
vourable  afpedt,  which  continued  to  go  well 
on,  till  the  21ft  Inftant,  when  the  Difcharge 
was  confiderably  increafed,  appear’d  oily, 
and  fmelt  very  fcetid.  He  had  refted  but 
little  the  preceding  Night,  and  complain’d 
of  great  lownefs  and  opprefiion.  Upon  pref¬ 
ling  the  Ham,  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Mat¬ 
ter  was  difcharged,  and  upon  introducing  the 
Probe,  both  Bones  were  found  bare.  From 
this  time,  the  Difcharge  continued  to  increafq 
till  the  26th ;  for  which  reafon,  I  made  a 
counter  Opening,  in  order  to  procure  a  more 
depending  Orifice  for  the  Evacuation  of  the  j 
Matter,  On  the  27th,  he  was  attack’d  with 
a  Loofenefs,  attended  with  a  Fever,  and  reft- 
lefs  ;  which  feveral  Symptoms  continued  till 
the  4th  of  November  following,  when  his 

X 

ftrength  became  greatly  impair’d,  his  appetite 
quite  io{ls  and  colliquative  fweats  coming  on, 
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it  was  judged  advifeable  to  Amputate  the 
Limb,  which  was  done  above  Knee,  and  the 
Patient  recovered ;  all  his  bad  Symptoms  dis¬ 
appearing  from  the  Day  of  the  Operation. 

Upon  examining  into  the  Condition  of  the 
Leg,  the  Tibia  and  Tibula  were  found  carious 
for  a  confiderable  Length. 

The  wounded  Cranium  became  granulated, 
and  was  quite  healed  in  a  few  Weeks,  without 
any  exfoliation  or  difficulty  attending  its  ma¬ 
nagement. 

Remark. 

The  Loofenefs,  Fever,  &c.  which  came 
on  fo  many  Days  after  the  Accident,  could 
not  be  attributed  to  the  Pain  and  lofs  of 
Blood  arifing  from  the  recent  Wounds,  as 
the  Patient  had  been  quite  eafy  and  well 
for  feveral  Days  together ;  nor  could  they 
arife  from  any  Impropriety  in  his  diet,  & c. 
fince  he  had  been  kept  in  the  mod  ab- 
ftemious  and  quiet  Manner,  from  the  Time 
of  his  Admiffion  into  the  Hofpital;  but  thefe 
Symptoms  may  reafonably  be  accounted  for 
from  the  foetid  Matter  being  abforbed  into 
the  Blood,  and  falling  upon  the  tender  Vif- 
cera  ;  and  it  is  mod  likely?  this  was  the  Cafe, 
feeing  the  feveral  bad  Symptoms  of  Loofenels, 

I  4  Fever, 
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Fever,  and  Lownefs  immediately  difappear’d, 
upon  the  Removal  of  the  Part  affected. 

Query.  Is  it  not  probable,  from  the  Circum- 
ftances  I  have  mentioned,  that  if  the  Opera¬ 
tion  had  been  deferr’d,  the  Patient  mull  have 
funk  under  the  Difcharge,  or  have  died  from 
a  Reflux  of  the  Matter  into  the  Mafs  of 


Blood  ? 

I  f  thefe  Arguments  are  of  any  weight 
(which  feem  to  be  fupported  by  many  In- 
itances  given  us  by  Authors  of  undoubted  Au¬ 
thority)  the  Operation  was  beyond  difpute 
advifeable,  and  mult  in  general  be  fo,  where 
compound  Fradtures,  Wounds,  or  Abfcefles 
of  the  Joints  are  attended  with  the  like  Symp¬ 
toms.  For  though  there  may  be  a  few  In- 
ftances  of  the  recovery  of  People,  who  have 
been  nearly  under  the  fame  Gircum (lances, 
yet  I  think,  they  are  by  no  means  fufficiently 
numerous  to  induce  one  to  trull:  to  any  other 
method  of  preferving  Life,  than  by  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  Operation.  To  which  the  Patients 
generally  fubmit  with  great  refolution,  in 
peclation  of  a  Recovery. 


ex 
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CASE  XXXIII. 

% 

A  Fmgular  Injlance  of  a  difeafed  Joint  requi - 

ring  Amputation . 

TN  the  Year  1744,  f.  C.  accidently  injur’d 
-  his  Knee  by  a  Fall,  it  appear’d  fwell’d, 
and  continued  painful  for  fome  Months  ;  but 
at  length,  by  proper  management,  grew  quite 
well,  and  fo  continued  for  three  Years ;  when 
his  Symptoms  return'd  with  violence,  and  in- 
iCreafed  for  three  Months,  notwithftanding 
the  Affiftance  given  him  by  a  neighbouring 
Surgeon  ;  who,  befides  the  Ufe  of  Fomenta¬ 
tions,  and  other  various  applications  to  the 
Part  affe&ed,  made  him  an  Iflue  by  Incifion 
juft  below,  and  on  the  Outfide  of  the  difeas’d 
Knee,  which  was  kept  open  for  fix  Weeks, 
and  then  dried  up.  About  a  Month  after  the 
Iflue  was  healed,  a  diftindt  Tumour  appear’d 
immediately  below  the  Patella  and  on  its 
Dutfide,  which  burfted  of  itfelf,  but  difcharg’d 
/ery  little.  However,  he  grew  confiderably 
svorfe  from  this  time  $  his  appetite  became 

'  '  *  '  *  «  *  I 
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bad,  and  his  Leg  and  Thigh  began  to  waftc. 
Under  thefe  Circumftances,  he  was  admitted 
into  the  Hofpital,  But  notwithftanding  the 
feveral  Methods  ufed  for  his  Relief,  his  dif- 
eafe  increafed  to  fo  great  a  Degree,  as  tc 
make  amputating  the  Limb  neceffary,  which 
was  done  above  Knee,  and  the  Patient  re¬ 
covered. 

t  ‘  _  T 

Remark. 

Upon  opening  the  joint,  the  Integument 
were  found  greatly  difeas’d,  the  Ligament 
appeared  confiderably  thickened,  and  the  Ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  Os  Femoris  and  Tibia  greatlj 
enlarged,  and  their  Cartilages  eroded. 

Besides  thefe  Phenomena  which  are  com¬ 
mon  to  almoft  all  difeafed  Joints  requiring 
Amputation,  it  had  one  thing  peculiar  to  it- 
felf,  which  was,  that  it  contain’d  five  Peail 
which  were  confin’d  within  the  Capfular ,  01 
Burfal  Ligament  of  the  Knee.  I  examin’c 
whether  I  could  difcover  the  opening  made 
by  the  Peas  through  the  Ligament,  but  conic 
not.  It  is  to  be  obferv’d,  that  the  Iffue  hac 
been  healed  up  for  near  three  Months  befon 
the  Amputation. 

•  "  ‘  I 
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CASE  XXXIV. 


Of  a  fradlur'd  Patella.' 


,  B.  aged  25,  in  Auguft  1 747,  broke  her 


Knee-pan  by  a  fall  down  Stairs,  for 
diich  (he  put  herfelf  under  my  care.  The 

/Xtremities  of  the  divided  Bone  were  at  a 
onfiderable  Diftance  from  each  other,  but  by 
xtending  the  Leg,  and  gently  prefling  the 
lufcles,  and  Tendons  of  the  Thigh  above 
le  fradtur’d  Part,  I  brought  them  to  within 
1  Inch  of  each  other,  and  they  were  retain'd  in 
lb  Situation  by  a  proper  comprefs  and  Ban- 
age.  In  a  few  Days  after  their  Reduction, 
gently  moved  the  Knee,  by  carefully  bend- 
ig  and  extending  it,  which  was  repeated 
/ery  Day  during  her  cure.  At  the  end  of 
x  Weeks,  fhe  appeared  fo  well  recover’d,  as 
>  be  able  to  walk  upon  plain  Ground,  or  up 
id  down  Stairs  with  very  little  inconvenience, 
be  could  bend  and  extend  her  Knee  very 
rell ;  the  Parts  of  the  fradlured  Bone  remain- 
ig  at  the  fame  Diftance  from  each  other,  in 


which 
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which  they  were  at  firft  placed.  I  obferve( 
daring  my  care  of  her,  that  fhe  had  former]' 
broke  her  other  Knee-pan,  and  that  the  Part 
of  the  fra&ur’d  Bone  were  then  at  lead:  thre< 
Inches  diftant  from  each  other.  She  inform’c 
me,  that  fhe  had  never  applied  to  any  one  fo 
Affiftance  in  this  cafe ;  and  that  during  th< 
whole  Time  fhe  had  been  capable  of  walking 
about,  but  was  lame  for  three  Months  afte 
the  Accident.  Since  which  time,  fhe  ha: 
enjoy’d  the  free  ufe  of  her  Leg,  and  has  beer 
capable  of  walking  upon  plain  Ground,  oj 
up  and  down  Stairs  without  pain  or  difficulty. 


CASE  XXXV, 

Of  a  f?'a£tur'd  Patella. 

.  P.  43  Years  of  Age,  broke  her  Knee- 


pan  in  Qfiober  1748  by  a  fall  down  Stairs, 
tor  which  accident  fhe  was  recommended  tc 
my  care.  Upon  enquiry,  the  whole  Knee  ap¬ 
peared  greatly  contus’d,  attended  with  a  con- 
liderable  Ecchymofis  and  Tumour,  which 
could  not  be  difpers’d  for  near  three  Months, 
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Upon  the  Removal  of  thefe  Complaints,  the 
Extremities  of  the  fractur’d  Bone  were  dif¬ 
fered  to  be  near  two  Inches  from  each 
)ther ;  her  Knee  appearing  at  the  fame 
Time  ftiff  and  inflexible,  in  which  Rate  it 
•emain’d  for  fome  time  afterwards ;  but  by  the 
ife  of  Fomentations,  relaxing  Ointments,  and 
iaily  pains  being  taken  in  bending  the  Joint  ; 
tat  length  became  flexible,  and  £he  was  ca- 
>able  of  walking  upon  plain  Ground  without 
ny  lamenefs,  or  other  inconveniency,  but  the 
;oing  up  and  down  Stairs,  was  attended  with 
aore  difficulty. 

Remark. 

The  Method  recommended  above,  in  the 
Teatment  of  tranfverfe  Fraftures  of  the  Ptf- 
Ala>  is  very  different  from  the  general  Rule 
lid  down  by  Writers  to  be  obferv’d  in  the 
ke  Cafes.  Their  advice  being,  to  bring  the 
Extremities  of  the  Bones,  if  poflible,  into 
Eonta&  with  each  other,  and  to  keep  the 
-eg  immoveably  extended  for  eight  or  ten 
Veeks;  but  fince  it  is  found  by  Experience* 
lat  in  confequence  of  fuch  Management,  the 
Dint  becomes  ftiff  and  inflexible,  from ,  pro- 
ibly  the  Callus  of  the  broken  Bone  and 
|  '  Synovia 
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,  I 

Synovia  of  the  Joint  mixing  together,  ant 
foldering  up  the  Joint,  there  is  no  doubt  o 
the  great  Impropriety  attending  this  metho( 
of  Treatment ;  and  for  thefe  reafons,  it  is  nov 
a  Cuflom  with  fome  of  the  moil  eminent  i; 
the  Profeflion,  to  treat  thefe  Accidents  ii 
the  Manner  I  have  preferib’d,  preferable  t< 
that  which  has  been  advis’d  by  Authors 
by  which  means,  the  Motion  of  the  Part  i 
dill  preferv’d. 


CASE  XXXVI. 


Of  a  Divifion  of  the  Tendo  Achillis. 

1T7HEN  a  Tendon  is  in  part  divided  b 
*  *  a  (harp  Inilrument,  or  wholly  broke 
through,  in  confequence  of  Jumping,  Dan 
cing,  or  any  other  extraordinary  Violence  ;  : 
is  agreed,  that  the  bringing  the  divided  Ex 
tremities  into  contact  with  each  other,  an 
the  keeping  them  fo  for  a  certain  time  b 
the  helps  of  Comprefs  and  Bandage,  are  ge 
nerally  fufficient  to  compleat  a  Reunion,  c 
at  lead  an  Adhefion  of  thefe  parts,  to  tb 
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neighbouring  ones,  without  any  farther  Opera- 
ion.  It  is  neverthelefs  advis'd  by  Writers, 
vho  approve  of  this  method  under  the  like 
nrcumftances,  to  make  ufe  of  the  Needle 
ind  Ligature,  when  the  Tendon  with  its  In- 
eguments  becomes  totally  divided  by  a  fharp 
'nftrument. 

But  from  the  feveral  Infiances  of  divided 
Tendons,  which  have  come  under  my  Cog- 
lizance,  and  which  have  been  fo  treated,  I 
iave  obferved,  that  the  Parts  always  fuffer 
:orifiderable  Pain  and  Inflammation  from  be- 
ng  ftitch’d,  and  generally  terminate  in  Ab- 
ceflfes  of  the  neighbouring  Integuments,  and 
loughs  of  the  Extremities  of  the  Tendon, 
hrough  which  the  Needle  and  Ligature  have 
»een  pafs’d;  by  which  means,  the  Cure  is 
:onfiderably  retarded,  and  extraordinary  pain 
ncurr’d.  So  that  from  thefe  Obfervations,  and 
rom  many  others,  I  am  induced  to  re- 
:ommend  a  total  Difufe  of  the  Needle  and 
ligature,  and  to  truft  to  a  favourable  Pofition 
)f  the  Limb,  affifted  by  proper  Comprefs  and 
bandage.  Again,  the  Needle  and  Ligature 
hould  not  only  be  rejected  in  Divifions  of 
he  Tendon®,  but  in  all  other  recent  Wounds, 

where 
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where  Comprefs  and  Bandage  can  be  apply’ 
to  advantage. 

A .  B.  had  the  Misfortune  of  dividing  tb 
T 'endo  Achillis ,  about  two  Inches  above  tb 
Os  Calcis  by  the  Slipping  of  an  Ax,  wit 
which  he  was  at  work.  He  was  put  unde 
my  care.  Upon  Infpedlion,  I  obferved  the  uppe 
Part  of  the  Tendon  to  be  at  a  confiderable  Di 
tance  from  the  Lower  in  confequence  of  tb 
Contraction  of  the  Gajlrocnemii  Mufcles .  I  mac 
ufe  of  no  other  method  in  bringing  the  Extre 
inities  together,  than  bending  the  Knee,  extent 
ing  the  Foot,  and  gently  comprefling  the  Lc 
downwards  from  the  Calf ;  which,  being  don 
I  applied  a  Bandage  from  the  Ham,  quite  f 
the  upper  Edge  of  the  Wound.  At  the  farr 
time,  obferving  to  keep  the  Foot  extends 
which  was  fecured  in  this  Situation  by  tl 
help  of  a  Piece  of  PaAe-board  properly  adaptc 
to  the  Foot,  and  fecured  on  by  a  fecond  Bai 

dage.  The  Parts  were  kept  in  this  poftu 
for  five  Weeks ;  at  the  end  of  which  tim 
the  Wound  was  heal’d,  and  the  Extremiti 
of  the  Tendon  appeared  perfectly  reunited,  < 
at  leaft  adhered  to  their  neighbouring  Pari 
The  Ancle  became  ftiff  from  being  conftant 

ke 
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kept  in  this  pofition,  but  by  the  ufe  of  Fo¬ 
mentations,  and  an  Embrocation  of  Neats- 
foot  Oyl,  it  foon  became  pliant,  and  per¬ 
fectly  ufeful. 


CASE  XXXVII. 


Of  a  Divifo?i  of  the  Flexor  Tendons  of  the 

Wrift. 


►  B.  accidentally  run  his  Hand  through 


a  Pain  of  Glafs*  which  cut  his  Wrift 
on  the  fore  Part,  quite  a-crofs.  The  upper 
cubital  Artery  was  divided,  and  bled  pro- 
fufely,  but  was  ftopt  without  much  difficulty 
by  the  Needle  and  Ligature.  The  Tendons 
of  the  Flexor  Carpi  Radialis^  Palmar  is  longusy 
and  Flexor  Carpi  Ulnar  is  Mufcles ,  were  like  wife 
divided,  and  their  upper  Extremities  were 
drawn  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
lower  ones  ;  the  Flexor  Tendons  of  the  Fin¬ 
gers  were  in  part  divided ;  however,  upon 
bending  the  Hand,  and  preffing  the  Arm 
downwards,  the  Parts  were  brought  toge¬ 
ther,  and  kept  in  that  Situation  till  cured ; 
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which  was  in  twenty-five  Days  after  the  Ac¬ 
cident.  Upon  healing  the  Wound,  the  Parts 
appeared  fliff,  and  fomewhat  uneven,  but  by 
the  help  of  Fomentations,  relaxing  Oyls, 
and  gentle  extenfion  frequently  made  ufe  of, 
they  perfectly  recover’d  their  free  Motion, 
ufual  Strength  and  Evenefs. 

I  should  not  have  thought  thefe  Cafes 
worthy  of  Communication,  had  not  they  been 
merely  intended  as  an  Illuftration  of  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  Practice,  preferable  to  the 
other  Method. 

I  t  is  worth  obferving,  that  the  Inflamma¬ 
tion  which  fucceeded  upon  this  method  of 
Treatment,  was  no  more  than  what  always 
happens  to  other  parts  in  incifcd  Wounds  of 
equal  depth  and  fize,  and  that  there  were 
neither  Abcefles,  nor  Sloughs  in  confequence 
of  the  Accident,  or  Management  of  the  di¬ 
vided  Tendons. 
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CASE  XXXVIII. 

Of  a  Rupture  of  the  Tendo  Achillis, 


yf,  S.  had  the  Misfortune  to  break  tire 
■  ^  Tendo  Achillis  entirely  in  two  by  Jump-  * 
ing,  but  as  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Injury  h© 
had  fuftain’d,  he  was  carried  home,  and  had 
not  proper  Affiftance  given  him  till  a  W eek 
after  the  Accident,  when  he  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  my  care.  Upon  Examination,  I 
found  the  T endo  Achillis  entirely  feparated  ;  the 
Extremities  of  the  divided  Parts  were  at  leaft 
an  Inch  and  half  diftant  from  each  other, 
and  the  Patient  complain’d  of  confiderable 
Pain.  I  proceeded  to  the  Reduction  of  the 
divided  Parts  which  I  effected  with  fome  dif¬ 
ficulty  by  extending  the  Foot,  bending  the 
Knee,  and  forcibly  compreffing  the  Mufcles 
downwards.  When  this  was  done,  I  placed 
a  Comprefs  upon  the  Leg,  from  the  Ham 
down  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  divided  Tendon, 
and  upon  this,  applied  a  Roller,  with  a  De¬ 
gree  of  tightnefs  fufficient  to  prevent  the  Con- 
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traftion  of  the  Mufcles,  .called  Gajlrocnemii  < 
when  this  was  done,  I  placed  a  Linen  Com- 
prefs  upon  the  upper  Part  of  the  Foot,  and 
upon  that,  a  piece  of  Pafte- board,  .which 
were  fecured  on  by  Bandage,  and  the  whole 
Leg  was  tied  up  in  a  Pillow.  He  became 
eafy  foon  after  the  Redu&ion  of  the  Tendon, 
and  fo  continued  till  he  left  me,  which  was 
in  about  five  Weeks  5  during  which  time,  the 
Comprefs  and  Bandages  were  renew’d  as  oc- 
cafion  required.  The  Extremities  of  the  Ten¬ 
dons  remain’d  together,  but  he  continued  lame 
and  weak  in  the  Part  for  fome  time,  till  at 
length  he  recover’d  the  Ufe  and  Strength  of 
the  Limb.  I  did  not  obferve,  that  there  was 
any  wafting  of  either  of  thefe  Limbs,  as  is 
not  uncommon  after  Accidents  of  the  like 
kind. 

Remark. 

If  it  fhould  be  infifted  upon,  that  the 
Needle  and  Ligature  are  ftill  advifeable  in 
Tendons  that  are  divided  by  a  fliarp  Inftru- 
ment,  they  cannot  but  be  equally  fo  in  Ten¬ 
dons  that  are  divided  by  being  ruptured 
wdiere  there  is  no  injury  done  to  the  Integu¬ 
ments  j  but  I  fancy  it  will  be  allowed  upon  con- 
fideratioo,  that  a  divided  Tendon  is  as  likely 

to 
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weH,  as  a  raptured  one,  where  the 
Parts  may  always  in  recent  Cafes  be  brought 
together  with  equal  eafe,  and  kept  fo  by  a 
proper  .Situation  of  the  Part,  affifted  with 
Comprefs  and  Bandage. 

Monjieur  Faget’s  Re/narks  on  the  XJfe ,  &c.  of 
*  the  Styptic  purchas'd  by  his  Mojl  Chrijlian 
Majefty ;  communicated  by  James  Theobald, 
Efq-,  F.  R.  S.  inferted  in  the  philofophical 
Tranflations  for  the  Tear  1753. 

December  7,  1752,  about  the  end  of  the 
Year  Seventeen  hundred  and  fifty.  Mr.  Brof- 
fard \  a  Surgeon  from  Berry ,  came  to  Paris 
to  propofe  the  ufe  of  a  Remedy,  which  h 
had  difcover’d  for  flopping  the  Blood  afte* 
Amputations,  apd  which  he  aflerted,  to  have 
found  effectual  in  feveraj  Amputations  of  the 
Arms  and  Legs. 

A  t  his  requeft,  fome  Gentlemen  of  the 
Academy  of  Surgery  were  deputed,  in  whofe 
prefence  he  was  to  make  fome  new  Expe¬ 
riments  in  flopping  the  Blood  upon  different 
/Vnjmals,  and  in  all  which  he  fucceeded,  by 
flopping  it  in  the  large  ft  Arteries  after  Am¬ 
putation.  But  the  Succefs  of  this  Remedy 
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might  yet  be  confider’d  a  little  dubious,  be- 
caufe  many  Animals,  as  in  Dogs  particularly, 
the  great  Arteries  flop  of  their  own  Accord  ; 
and  rarely  any  Dog  dies  from  an  Haemorrhage  % 
becaufe  their  Blood  is  more  difpofed  to  con¬ 
geal,  and  by  that  means  to  Hop  the  Dil- 
charge. 

For  this  reafon,  the  Experiments  made  on 
Animals  not  being  thought  fatisfadtory,  and  yet 
being  convinced,  that  no  ill  effedt  could  fol¬ 
low  the  Application  of  this  Remedy  on  hu¬ 
man  Kind,  Mr.  Brojfard  was  permitted  to 
ufe  it  at  the  Hofpital  of  the  Invalids,  in  an  Am¬ 
putation  of  the  Leg,  which  fucceeded  per- 
fedtly  well ;  and  not  the  lead:  ill  Accident 
happened  through  the  whole  time  of  the 
Cure. 

Sometime  after  this,  two  Waggoners 
were  run  over  by  a  Waggon  loaded  with 
Stone,  and  each  of  them  had  one  Leg  bro¬ 
ken  in  a  miferable  Manner.  Thefe  two  Men 
being  brought  to  the  Hofpital  of  the  Cha¬ 
rity,  I  faw  no  other  hopes  of  Succefs,  but  in 
amputating  the  Legs  >  and,  for  that  reafon,  I 
requeued  Mr.  Brojfard  would  be  prefent,  and 
give  me  a  Proof  of  this  new  Application, 
which  we  applied  in  the  following  Manner. 

A  s 
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A  s  foon  as  the  Leg  was  cut  off,  I  flackened 
the  Tourniquet  to  difcover  the  Veflels,  and 
Mr.  Brojjard  applied  upon  the  Orifices  of  the 
two  Arteries,  two  pieces  of  his  Aftingent, 
fattened  one  upon  another  with  a  Ribband* 
in  the  Manner  which  I  have  fent  to  you, 
and  as  it  is  in  the  Drawing.  After  the  Ap-r 
plication  was  made,  I  {heightened  the  Tour¬ 
niquet,  and  pafs’d  the  two  ends  of  the  Rib¬ 
band,  which  was  faftned  to  the  upper  Piece 
of  the  Aftringent,  upon  the  Stump,  over  the 
Knee,  and  applied  a  Linen  Bag,  fill’d  flightly 
with  the  fame  Aftringent  in  Powder,  upon 
the  whole  Wound ;  and,  over  all,  applied  the 
common  Drefiings  in  the  like  Cafe.  After 
the  Dreffing  was  finifh’d,  I  flackened  the 
Tourniquet,  and  two  Hours  after,  took  it 
entirely  away.  Eight  and  forty  Hours  after 
this,  we  took  off  the  Drefiings,  and  not  the 
leaft  drop  of  Blood  follow’d  from  the  Veflels 
and  we  again  applied  one  Angle  piece  of  the 
Aftringent  upon  the  two  Veflels ;  and  I  drefs’d 
the  other  Parts  of  the  Wound  with  Pledgets 
of  Lint,  with  common  digeftive,  a  Styrax 
Platter,  and  the  ufual  Bandage. 

The  third  Day  the  Aftringent  fell  off  of 
itfelf,  in  the  time  of  Drefiing  ;  and  the  Patient, 
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that  time  was  dreflfed  in  the  common  Man? 
ner.  The  lame  was  done  to  the  other  Patient. 

0  9 

after  the  Amputation,  as  to  this. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Men  died  on  the  fifth 
Day,  and  the  other  on  the  ninth;  but  there 
did  not  appear  through  the  whole,  the  leaft 
tendency  to  an  Haemorrhage.  Thus  the  Re¬ 
medy  fairly  produc’d  its  effeCt,  as  to  the  flop¬ 
ping  of  the  Blood. 

However,  in  order  to  determine  the  Man¬ 
ner,  in  which  this  Aftringent  produces  its  ef¬ 
fects,  I  examin’d  the  blood  Veffels  of  thofe 
two  Patients  after  their  death,  and  I  found 
them  contracted  and  ftraitned,  as  if  they 
had  been  tied,  and  in  the  largeft  of  them  a 
conic  Coagulation  of  the  Blood,  which  was 
an  Inch  and  half  long  ;  and  after  having  ta¬ 
king  out  this  Coagulation,  it  was  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  that  I  could  introduce  the  Point  of  a 
very  fmall  probe  into  the  Orifice  of  that 
Veffel. 

The  Patient  who  died  on  the  ninth  Dav. 

j  ? 

|iad  the  Arteries  contracted  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  ;  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  Con¬ 
gelation  was  at  leaft  four  Inches  long. 

Mr.  Morand  has  employ’d  this  Remedy 
with  Succefsjin  applying  it  to  a  Wound  made 
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by  a  Sword  in  the  bending  of  the  Arm;  and, 

I  myfelf  have  made  ufe  of  it,  with  great 
Succefs  on  occalions  where  the  temporal, 
and  intercoftal  Arteries  have  been  opened. 

I  n  the  laft  mention'd  Cafes,  I  applied  but 
one  piece  of  the  Styptic  upon  the  opening  of 
the  Artery ;  and  this  generally  falls  off  at  the 
firft  Dreffing,  that  is,  forty-eight  Hours  after 
the  Application,  without  the  leaft  Appearance 
pf  an  Hce?norrhage ,  or  other  ill  Symptoms 
which  can  raife  any  Objections  to  this  Sty¬ 
ptic  ;  for  thofe  Patients  are  all  recover’d. 

There  have  been  lately  made  at  the  Hof- 
pital  of  the  Invalids,  two  Experiments  of  this 
Aftringent  in  Amputations ;  and  in  both,  the 
Succefs  has  been  equal  to  all  that  can  be  de- 
f fir’d.  The  Surgeon,  in  thefe  Cafes,  us’d  only 
the  two  Pieces  applied  one  upon  the  other, 
without  ufing  the  Powder  in  the  Bag,  as  be¬ 
fore;  and  drefs’d  the  whole  Wound  with 
Lint,  and  the  common  Bandage. 

Thus,  then  at  laft,  there  appears  to  be 
di (cover'd  a  Remedy  beyond  our  hopes,  and 
which  Art  has  never  yet  equaled.  The  Ap¬ 
plication  of  Fire  was  the  cruel  Refource  of 
the  Ancients ;  and  Pare  believ’d  himfelf  in- 
fpired,  when  he  difcover’d  the  ufe  pf  the 
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Ligature.  But,  alas !  how  many  Accidents 
are  there,  which  arife  from  the  ufe  of  thofe 
two  Manners,  and  which  too  often  terminate 
in  the  Death  of  the  Patient !  Happy  for  us, 
that  thofe  Accidents  now  appear  to  be  no  lon¬ 
ger  to  be  fear’d  by  the  lucky  Difcovery  of 
this  Styptic,  the  firft  Experiments  of  which 
have  fo  greatly  promis’d  Succefs  ? 

I  t  may  be  remark’d,  that,  if  this  Aflrin- 
gent  fucceeded  only  in  coagulating  the  Blood, 
it  has  produc’d  nothing  extraordinary,  for 
thefe  Coagulations  would  not  have  been  fufc 
ficient  to  have  flopp’d  the  Haemorrhage,  di¬ 
rectly  after  the  Operation  in  Amputations; 
but  its  excellency  lies  in  contracting  the  Ar¬ 
teries  fo  clofely,  that  it  hardly  lets  a  little 
Probe  into  the  Aperture  of  the  Artery,  and  by, 
this  means,  forms  as  it  were  a  perfect  Liga¬ 
ture,  much  more  certain  than  the  ufual  one, 
as  this  is  not  made  in  any  one  point  of  the 

Cylinder  of  a  Veflel.  Thus  this  Applies* 
tion  exceeds  every  thing,  which  has  hitherto 
been  produc’d  by  the  Operation  of  our  hands, 

This  Angularity  in  the  Operation  of  thk 
Remedy,  fuppofes  another  in  the  VefTels,  which 
is  the  great  Contractility  of  the  Fibres  of  the 
Arteries.  Thefe,  indeed,  do  naturally  contrad 
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>f  themfelves,  but  not  to  two  thirds  of  their 
)iameter;  nor  to  that  ftate,  in  which  they 
re  ftraitned  by  the  effed  of  this  Aftringent ; 
>ecaufe  by  that,  the  whole  Aperture  is  al- 
noft  intirely  taken  off  in  the  largeft  Veffels, 
nd  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  their  Effeds  in  the 
malleft. 

I  t  may  be  obferved,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
lead  parts  of  Bodies  that  this  Contradion  can 
!>e  made ;  it  requires  the  Affiflance  of  the  vital 
Principal,  and  operates  on  the  Fibres  by  cer- 
ain  Articles  contain'd  in  it,  which  difpofe 
he  Animal  Body,  by  its  Irritation  to  fhorten 
its  Fibres,  and  reduce  the  tiffue  which  they 
:ompofe  in  a  leffer  Volume. 

This  Remedy,  of  which  I  have  been 
peaking,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Agaric  of 
he  Oak.  The  beft  kind  of  it  is  found  on 
he  Parts  of  Oak-trees,  where  the  large  Limbs 
nave  been  cut  off,  and  it  very  often  refembles 
|i  Horfe-fhoe  in  its  fliape.  This  Agaric  is 
liftinguifh’d  into  four  parts,  the  Rind ;  the  fe- 
:ond  Part,  which  is  preferable  to  the  other  ; 
he  third  Part  ferves  for  the  flopping  the  Blood 
n  fmaller  Veffels,  as  well  as  that  part  which 
ouches  the  Tree  this  laft  was  what  was 

pow- 
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powder’d,  and  applied  in  the  little  Bag,  a 
in  the  Operations  of  the  Charity. 

The  fecond  Part  is  what  I  make  ufe  o 
in  Amputations,  which  is  cut  into  pieces,  o 
the  Size  of  that  which  I  have  fent  you.  I 
muft  be  beaten  by  a  Hammer  till  it  is  foft 
and  this  is  its  whole  preparation.  Every  par 
is  prepared  alike. 

The  belt  time  of  colle&ing  it,  Mr.  Broj 
ford  has  found  to  be  in  the  Antumn ,  in  fin< 
Weather,  after  great  Heats. 

This,  then.  Sir,  is  all  I  can  colled:  of  th 
Ufe,  Application,  and  Preparation  of  thi 
Slew  Remedy  for  flopping  Blood.  If  the  Royc 
Society  fhall  find  any  thing  in  it  worthy  thei 
regard,  I  (hall  think  myfelf  happy  in  havin' 
communicated  thefe  Obfervations. 

At  the  time  of  reading  the  above  Me 
moir,  fome  bits  of  Agaric  were  exhibited  ti 
the  Royal  Society ,  part  of  which  was  deli 
vered  to  me  to  make  trial  with,  upon  th 
next  Opportunity,  which  I  did  in  a  few  Day 
after  with  Succefs  j  and  prefented  the  follow 
ing  Account  of  its  effe&s  to  the  Royal  So 
ciety ,  whiefh  was  read  by  one  of  the  Secre 
taries. 
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December  the  i^th,  1752,  Thurfday.  Hatton - 

Garden . 

Agreeable  to  the  Defire  of  this  Society, 
I  have  taken  the  firft  Opportunity  of  Com¬ 
municating  the  Effects  of  the  Agaric  of  the 
Oak  in  flopping  of  Haemorrhages^  or  bleed- 
ing  from  the  principle  VefTels  after  Ampu¬ 
tation,  If  I  have  been  too  circumflancial  in 
nay  Narrative  of  the  Symptoms  and  Circum- 
(tances  attending  the  following  Cafe  ;  I  hope 
pou  will  attribute  it  merely  to  the  Defire  I  have 
of  giving  you  all  the  Satisfa&ion  I  am  capa¬ 
ble  of,  relating  to  the  Experiment  made  with 
this  Styptic ;  and  this  I  have  been  more  par¬ 
ticularly  induc’d  to,  as  it  is  the  firft  Cafe 
af  the  Kind  offer'd  to  your  Confideration, 
where  this  Application  has  been  made  ufe  of 
England . 

I 
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CASE  XXXIX. 

Of  an  Amputation  of  the  Leg . 

A^ UR  DA T  December  the  9  th ,  1752 


C.  S.  aged  24,  had  her  Leg  amputate* 
below  the  Knee,  at  twelve  o'Clock  at  N001 
on  account  of  an  incurable  Ulcer,  with  whicl 
Ihe  had  been  afflifted  for  13  Years.  She  lol 
very  little  Blood  in  the  Operation.  Imme 
diately  after  the  Amputation,  a  Piece  of  Aga 
ric  of  a  proper  Size.  (The  fame  which  wa 
deliver'd  to  me  by  the  Royal  Society  for  thi 
purpofe)  was  applied  to  the  Mouths  of  tb 
Principal  Arteries;  Two  other  fmall  piece 
of  Agaric  were  applied  to  the  Mouths  of  tw< 
fmaller  Arteries,  which  appear'd  at  fome  dif 
tance  from  the  principal  ones.  Upon  th* 
Pieces  of  Agaric,  Doffils  of  Lint  were  ap 
plied,  and  over  all,  a  Pledgit  of  Tow  fprea( 
with  yellow  Bahlicon,  which  were  kept  01 
by  the  common  Bandages  made  ufe  of  ii 
fuch  cafes,  and  applied  with  the  ufual  degre* 
©f  tightnefs. 
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For  about  an  Hour  and  quarter  after  the 
Operation,  the  Tourniquet  was  kept  on  mode¬ 
rately  tight  at  a  convenient  Diftance  above 
Ithe  Knee,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  it  was 
flackened  fo  as  to  have  no  degree  of  Preflu  re 
I  upon  the  Femoral  Artery.  The  Patient  was 
much  eafler  than  I  had  ever  oblerv’d  after 
the  ufe  of  the  Needle  and  Ligatures.  Her 
Pulfe  appear'd  very  little  difturb’d,  till  about 
four  o'Clock  this  Afternoon,  when  the  Sym¬ 
ptomatic  Fever  began  to  come  flightly  gn3 
attended  now  and  then  with  convulfive 
switchings  of  the  Stump  and  Thigh  ;  for 
which  reafons,  the  Tourniquet  was  fome- 
what  tightned.  At  feven  o’Clock  this  Even- 
ng,  the  Tourniquet  was  quite  let  loofe  5  foon 
after  which,  the  convulfive  Twitchings  be¬ 
came  lefs  frequent,  and  lets  fevere;  Thefe 
Spafms  of  the  Limb,  file  had  been  long  ufed 
0  have,  and  by  her  own  account,  they  had 
>een  more  fevere  before  the  Operation,  than 

r 

ince. 

She  had  but  little  reft  this  Evening ;  Sun - 
iay  Morning  fhe  appeared  as  well  as  could 
)e  expected,  her  Pulfe  was  calm,  and  file 
lad  no  particular  Complaints,  At  twelve 
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o’Clock  at  Night,  fhe  fell  afleep,  and  fo 
continued  till  feven  o’Clock  the  next  Morning. 

Monday  Morning  fhe  appear’d  well,  her 
Pulfe  was  calm,  and  fhe  had  no  particular  pain. 
Monday  Night  fhe  flept  but  little,  but  was 
very  eafy  the  whole  Time ;  Tiiefday  Morn¬ 
ing  fhe  appear’d  very  well,  and  her  Pulfe 
quiet ;  this  morning,  fhe  was  drefs’d  in  the 
ufual  Manner,  her  wound  appear’d  with  a 
very  good  Afpedt.  She  has  fuffer’d  no  pain  in 
the  Part  where  the  Agaric  was  applied,  and 
is  in  all  fefpedts  as  well  as  can  be  expedted. 
At  feven  o’Clock  this  Evening  I  vifited  her, 
fhe  was  perfectly  eafy,  the  convulfive  Twitch- 
ings,  of  which  fhe  at  firft  complain’d*  are 
quite  remov’d. 

*T hurfday  December  14,  fhe  continues  well ; 
her  Wound  was  drefs’d  again  this  Morning, 
from  which  there  appear’d  a  very  proper  Dif- 
charge  of  Matter,  not  in  the  leaft  tinged  with 
Blood.  The  whole  of  the  Agaric  with  the 
reft  of  the  Drefiings  were  remov’d  without 
giving  pain.  Upon  the  Removal  of  the  Aga¬ 
ric,  I  enquired  narrowly,  whether  I  could 
difeover  the  Extremities  of  the  Arteries,  or 
their  Pulfation,  but  there  was  not  the  leaf! 

ap« 
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appearance  of  either  of  them :  From  this 
time  fhe  continued  to  mend  without  the  lead: 
Interruption,  till  fhe  was  was  difmifs’d  the 
Hofpital. 

A  Jhort  Hiftory  of  the  Ejfedls  cf  the  Agaric 
of  the  Oak  in  flopping  of  bleedings ,  after 
fome  of  the  mojl  capital  Operations  in  Sur¬ 
gery  ;  with  an  Account  of  the  Manner  of  its 
aBing  upon  the  Veflelsy  c o minimi cat ed  to 
the  Royal  Society. 

T  N  December  1752,  I  had  the  Honour  of 
•  communicating  to  the  Royal  Society ,  the 
good  Effects  of  the  Agaric  of  the  Oak  in 
;  the  Cafe  of  a  young  Woman  aged  24,  whole 
Leg  I  had  cut  off  below  the  Knee.  Since 
that  time,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  farther 
Trials  which  have  been  made  with  it,  or 
of  any  Accounts  that  have  been  given  to 
the  Society  of  its  great  I  fefulnefs  in  Sur¬ 
gery.  This  may  probably  strife  from  the 
Virtues  of  the  Agaric  not  being  as  yet  much 
known  in  England ,  or  from  the  unwillingnefs 
of  Surgeons  to  adopt  fuch  a  Method  as 
:hey  may  probably  fuppofe  to  be  attended  with 
hazard  .The  great  Succefs  which  attended 
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my  firft  Experiment  of  this  kind,  was  a 
fufficient  Inducement  to  me,  to  make  a  far¬ 
ther  trial  of  it  in  other  Cafes  of  the  like  Na¬ 
ture.  This  I  have  lately  done  in  four  more 
Inftances ;  all  of  which  have  been  attended 
with  Succefs,  equal  to  the  firft.  The  par¬ 
ticular  Advantage  of  the  Agaric  is  evidently 
this,  that  it  has  the  Power  of  effectually  re- 
ftraining  the  Bleeding  without  giving  Pain; 
for  which  reafon,  there  appears  to  be  much 
lefs  of  the  Symptomatic  Fever,  than  what 
occurs  after  the  ufe  of  the  Needle  and  Li¬ 
gature;  which  is,  by  much,  the  moft  painful 
Procefs  of  the  Operation  in  Amputations, 
and  is  fometimes  productive  of  Convulfions, 
as  has  been  obferv’d  by  Monfieur  Le  Dran 
in  his  Chapter  of  Amputations ,  under  which 
Circumftances  he  particularly  advifes  the 
cutting  the  Ligatures,  &c.  The  Ligatures 
have  fometimes  the  farther  Inconvenience  of 
remaining  quite  fix'd  to  the  laft,  on  which 
account  they  unavoidably  retard  the  healing 
of  the  Wound. 

Besides  the  EffeCt  of  reftrainins;  the  Ha- 

V 

morrhage  in  all  recent  Wounds,  which  the 
Agaric  has  in  common  with  "the  Ligature, 
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it  has  one  great  Advantage  peculiar  to  itfelf, 
which  is  that  of  effedually  reftraining  the 
Bleeding,  in  W©unds  of  feveral  Days  or 
Weeks  {landing,  where  the  Parts  are  be¬ 
come  fo  rotten  as  to  be  incapable  of  bear¬ 
ing  the  Ligature.  This  I  have  know  to  have 
been  the  Effed  of  it  in  feveral  Inftances, 
where  the  Ligature  has  been  attempted  in 
vain.  The  Manner  in  which  the  Agaric 
ids,  is  by  contracting,  or  purling  up  the 
Extremities  of  the  divided  VelTels.  I  had 
m  opportunity  of  enquiring  into  this  Fad 
n  a  Patient,  whofe  Leg  was  cut  off  below 
he  Knee.  Immediately  after  the  Ampu- 
ation,  pieces  of  Agaric  were  applied  to,  and 
Properly  fecur’d  upon  the  Mouths  of  all  the 
principal  Veffels.  In  about  an  Hour  after 
he  Operation  the  Stump  bled  a-frefh,  on 
vhich  account  I  remov’d  all  the  Dreffings, 
except  thofe  pieces  of  Agaric  that  were  at 
irft  applied.  This  gave  me  an  Opportunity 
)f  difcovering  the  Source  of  the  Haemorrhage^ 
vhich  was  from  a  collateral  Veffel  at  lead 
n  Inch  diftant  from  the  principal  ones. 
?Vhen  I  had  fe cur’d  the  Veffel,  I  had  the 
vuriofity  to  remove  the  bits  of  Agaric  from 
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thofe  very  parts  to  which  they  were  at  firfl 
applied.  I  obferved  the  Mouths  of  the  Vef- 
fels  to  be  totally  contrad:ed  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace 
of  Time,  and  to  be  capable  of  refilling  the 
whole  Force  of  the  Circulation ;  the  Extre¬ 
mities  of  the  Veflels  being  alter'd  from  their 
natural  Shape  of  a  Cylinder,  to  that  of  a  Cone, 
After  having  faid  thus  much  in  favour  of 
the  Agaric,  I  fhall  conclude  with  a  Refe¬ 
rence  to  the  following  Cafes,  as  fome  Con¬ 
firmation  of  what  has  been  above  advanced. 
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CASE  XL. 

Of  an  Amputation  of  the  Leg . 

Case  the  ift. 

AT  1754,  J.  L .  aged  51,  had  been 


rjl  long  afflided  with  ail  Ulcer  in  his  Leg, 
which  at  length  became  fo  general  (occa- 
honed  by  an  impoverilhment  of  the  whole 
Mafs  of  Blood,  and  a  conftant  flow  Fever 
with  which  he  had  been  for  fome  time 
afflided)  as  to  deftroy  the  greatefl:  Part  of 
the  Tendons  and  Mufcles,  from  the  Calf  of 
the  Leg  down  to  the  Ancles.  The  Difl- 
eharge  from  the  Wound  had  been  for  fome 
Weeks  fo  exceflive,  as  to  reduce  him  to 
the  greatefl:  Extremity  5  and  the  whole  Sub- 
ftances  of  the  Tibia  and  Fibula  appear'd 
quite  rotten  for  a  confiderable  Length. 

I  n  confideration  of  the  foregoing  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  it  was  recommended  to  him  to  part 
with  the  Limb  (though  at  the  fame  time  the 
5uccefs  of  the  Operation  was  judged  to  be 
very  precarious,  on  account  of  his  great 
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weaknefs,  and  bad  habit  of  Body)  which  he 
readily  aflented  to,  and  I  perform’d  the  Ope¬ 
ration  in  the  following  Manner. 

The  Patient  being  feated  upon  a  Table 
of  a  convenient  Height,  and  properly  fe- 
cur’d  by  Affiftants,  a  Linen  Comprefs  about 
two  Inches  broad  was  applied  round  the  Thigh 
a  little  above  the  Knee.  Upon  this,  the 
Screw  Tournequet  was  fix’d,  with  a  degree 
of  tightnefs  fufficient  to  prevent  the  Courfc 
of  the  Blood  through  the  Femoral  Artery. 

This  being  done,  I  applied  a  Piece  of 
Tape  round  the  Leg,  about  five  Inches  below 
the  Knee,  as  a  Direction  for  the  Knife $  then 
I  proceeded  to  divide  the  Integuments  quite 
through,  which  were  drawn  back  by  an  Af- 
fiftant,  and  afterwards  divided  the  Mufcles 
as  near  as  poffible  to  the  Integuments  quite 
to  the  Bone.  Immediately  after  this,  I  in* 
troduced  the  Catline  betwixt  the  Tibia  and 
Fibula ,  with  which  I  divided  the  inter  ojfeom 
Ligament,  &c.  and  then  proceeded  to  faw 
through  the  Bones. 

Immediately  after  the  Amputation,  1 
look’d  for  the  principal  Veffels,  and  eafily  difeo- 
ver’d  them  without  flackening  the  Tournequet 

(whicl 
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(which  I  have  feldom  had  occafion  to  do 
in  Operations  of  this  kind.)  Upon  the  Mouths 
of  thefe,  I  applied  fmali  bits  of  Agaric,  about 
the  Size  of  a  Shilling,  as  well  as  upon  the 
Mouths  of  the  fmaller  Veffds,  which  difco- 
ver’d  themfelves  by  their  oozing.  Upon  the 
bits  of  Agaric,  I  applied  foft  layers  of  Lint. 

All  thefe  were  cover’d  with  a  Pledget  of  Tow 
fpread  with  yellow  Bafilicon,  and  properly  fe- 
cur ’d  on  by  the  common  Bandage. 

About  three  or  four  Minutes  after,  he  Was 
roll’d  up,  and  put  to  bed,  I  difcovered  the 
Blood  to  Difcharge  freely  through  the  Dref- 
fings,  upon  which,  I  tightned  the  Tourni¬ 
quet  in  expe&ation  of  flopping  the  Bleed¬ 
ing,  but  it  appear’d  evidently  to  encreafe 
it. 

Seeing  this  uncommon  effedl,  I  quite 
flackened  the  Tourniquet,  upon  which  the 

Bleeding  immediately  ceas’d.  This  I  was  led 
to  from  a  Supposition,  that  the  Veins  had 
probably  luffer’d  fo  great  a  Compreffion 
from  the  Inftrument,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
returning  that  Blood  which  was  carried  to  the 
neighbouring  Parts  by  the  collateral  Arteries, 
arifing  from  the  principal  Trunk,  above  the 
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Ligature.  But  whether  this  was  the  true 
R'eafon  or  not,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
determine ;  however  the  Fact  was,  that  the 
Bleeding  immediately  ceas’d,  and  did  not  re* 
turn  again. 

T  h  e  Patient  was  dreffed  on  the  fourth 

K 

Day  after  the  Operation,  and  the  whole  of 
the  Agaric  was  removed.  Since  then,  he  has 
been  treated  in  the  common  Method  with¬ 
out  any  farther  ufe  of  the  Agaric.  The  Pa¬ 
tient  has  had  very  little  Fever,  or  Pain  fince, 
and  was  well  in  health  nine  Weeks  after 
the  Operation,  but  the  Wound  was  not  then 
healed. 

/  .  .  .  •  I 
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CASE  XLI. 


Of  an  Amputation  of  a  Ere  aft . 

Case  the  2d. 

%/TAY  1754,  E.  H.  a  very  lufty  Woman, 
38  Years  of  Age,  had  been  afflicted  for 
fome  time  with  a  difeafed  Bread,  which  at 
length  became  cancerous.  The  Bafis  of  the 
Bread  v/as  much  larger  than  common,  and 
was  complicated  with  a  conliderable  Schirrous 
Knot  which  extended  to  the  Arm-pit. 

A  s  things  were  thus  circumdanced,  it  was 
plain  that  nothing  could  be  advifed,  but  the 
Amputation  of  the  Part ;  which  fhe  confented 
:o  after  fome  Weeks  deliberation,  and  I  per¬ 
formed  the  Operation  in  the  following  Man¬ 
ner. 

The  Patient  being  feated  upon  a  long 
Stool  of  a  convenient  Height,  and  an  Af- 
iftant  behind  her,  who  fecured  her  by  clafp- 
ng  her  round  the  Wade,  I  feated  myfelf  in 
|i  Chair  oppofite  to  her,  and  fupporting  the 

Bread 
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Breaft  with  my  left  Hand,  I  began  with  ma 
king  a  femicircular  Incifionupon  its  fuperic 
Part  with  a  round  edged  Knife,  which  wa 
continued  quite  to  the  pedtoral  Mufcle.  Afte 
this,  I  difeovered  an  adhefion  of  a  Part  of  th 
Balls  of  the  Breaft  to  the  pedtorai  Mufck 
from  whence  I  feparated  it  •;  then  I  proceede 
to  divide  the  Integuments  quite  round  on  it 
inferior  part,  and  finilhed  the  Amputation  b 
differing  the  inferior  Part  of  the  Breaft  fror 
the  lower  Part  of  the  pedtoral  Mufcle,  upo 
which  it  lay  loofe,  and  quite  free  from  ad 
hefion. 

I  n  the  Operation,  feveral  Arteries  of  a  con 
fiderable  fize  were  divided,  which  were  com 
prefled  by  the  Fingers  of  an  Affiftant,  till  th 
whole  of  the  Breaft  was  removed.  '  .  .  ' 

After  cutting  off  the  Breaft,  I  made  a  longi 
tudinal  Xncifion  through  the  Integuments  quit 
to  the  Extent  of  the  Schirrous  Tumour,  whicl 
afforded  me  fufRcient  Room  to  difledt  it  out 
I  n  removing  the  Tumour,  I  neceflarily  di 
vided  a  confiderable  Artery  which  nouriflie< 
it. 

The  Wound  was  large,  and  bled  freel 
from  five  or  fix  Arteries. 
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I  made  ufe  of  no  other  method  to  flop 
the  Bleeding,  than  the  Application  of  pieces  of 
Agaric  to  the  Mouths  of  the  Vefiels,  which 
were  properly  fecured  on  by  a  Flanel  Roller, 
after  being  firft  covered  with  common  dry 
Lint,  and  a  Pledgit  of  Tow  fpread  with  Di- 
geftive.  The  fymptomatic  Fever  was  very 
flight  $  (he  has  been  quite  free  from  thofe  pain¬ 
ful  Spafms,  which  conftantly  arife  from  the 
ufe  of  the  Needle  and  Ligature.  There  has 
not  been  the  leaft  lofs  of  Blood  fince  the  Ope¬ 
ration.  Her  Wound  was  d refled  on  the  fourth 
Day,  when  the  whole  of  the  Agaric  came 
away.  Since  then  it  has  been  treated  in  the 
common  Method.  She  is  very  well,  and  her 
Wound  was  at  the  Point  of  being  healed  in 
nine  Weeks  after  the  Operation. 

jA  \  • 
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CASE  XLII. 


Of  an  Amputation  of  a  Leg. 

«* 

Case  the  3d.  .  :'V 

'jiyiAT  1754-  G.W,  aged  12  Years,  wa; 
^  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  with  a  Com¬ 
plaint  in  one  of  his  Ancles  and  Feet,  with 
which  he  had  been  afflifted  for  fome  time. 
The  Difeafe  was  an  Abfcefs  in  the  Joint  of  his 
A.ncle ;  and  he  had  another  Abfcefs  on  thr 
upper  Part  of  the  fame  Foot,  which  had  dif- 
charged,  and  continued  to  difcharge  lb  much, 

as  to  wade  his  whole  Limb ,  to  bring  on  an 
he&ic  Fever,  and  to  render  him  incapable  of 
putting  his  Foot  to  the  Ground  without  giving 

exceflive  pain. 

H  e  had  very  litte  Appetite,  and  the  Liga¬ 
ments  of  the  Ancle  and  Foot,  as  well  as  the 
Bones  were  much  enlarged,  and  become  ca¬ 
rious. 

I  n  con  federation  of  thefe  circum (lances,  and 
not  being  able  to  cure,  or  give  him  relief  by 

any  other  Methods,  I  advifed  the  Amputation 

of 
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of  the  Leg,  which  was  complied  with,  and 

I  performed  it  on  the  13th  of  May  1754, 

in  the  Manner  as  before  defcribed,  and  in  the 

* 

ufual  Place  below  the  Knee. 

The  Agaric  and  Dreflings  were  applied 
as  in  the  preceding  Cafes,  which  anfwered 
perfedly  well  in  all  refpeds. 

The  Tourniquet  was  quite  removed  in  ten 
Minutes  after  the  Patient  was  put  to  Bed.  He 
has  had  very  little  Fever,  reftlenefs,  or  pain  fince 
the  Operation, 

His  Wound  was  dreffed  on  the  5th  Day 
after  the  Operation,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Agaric  was  then  removed. 

The  Patient  is  very  well  in  Health,  and  his 
Wound  was  very  near  being  well  in  eight 
Weeks  after  the  Operation. 
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Of  an  Amputation  of  a  Leg . 

Case  the  4th. 

]\/TAY  1754,  R.  B .  aged  54,  was  admitted 
^  into  the  Hofpital  with  a  Mortification  in 
his  Foot,  which,  notwithftanding  all  the  means 
ufed  in  Phyfic  and  Surgery  for  his  Relief, 
continued  to  advance  till  it  extended  to  about 
two  Inches  above  the  Joint  of  the  Ancle,  where 
at  length  it  flopped,  after  having  deftroyed  the 
feveral  Tendons,  Ligaments,  and  Periofteum, 
which  belong  to  the  neighbouring  Parts. 

The  Patient  was  of  a  very  bad  habit  of 
body,  his  Countenance  was  fallow,  his  Pulfe 
quick,  and  languid.  He  was  in  a  very  weak 
State,  and  his  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  greatly 
impoverifhed.  He  at  the  fame  time  had  a 
Mortification  in  the  other  Foot,  which  de¬ 
prived  him  of  all  his  Toes. 

When  the  Mortification  was  feparated,  and 
his  habit  of  Body  improved  by  proper  Medi¬ 
cines  and  Time,  the  Amputation  of  the  Limb 

was 
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m  advifed,  and  he  confented  to  it;  which 
performed  in  the  ufual  Place  below  the 
Lnee,  on  the  21ft  of  May  .1754,  and  in  the 
ime  Manner  as  has  been  already  defcribed 
1  the  Cafe  of  y.  L. 

I  made  ufe  of  no  other  methods  to  Hop  the 
deeding  than  the  Agaric,  which  was  applied 
0  the  Mouths  of  the  Veflels,  as  in  the  pre- 
eding  Cafes. 

Immediately  after  the  Operation  and 
)refiings  were  finifhed,  the  Patient  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Bed,  and  the  Tourniquet  taken  off. 

He  has  not  had  the  leaft  lofsof  Blood  fince 
he  Operation. 

The  Pain  and  Fever  have  been  very  incon- 

derable. 

I  t  is  now  eight  Weeks  finoe  the  Operation 
as  performed  ;  the  Patient  is  alive,  and  his 
/ound  as  near  being  well,  as  the  Time,  his 
ge,  and  bad  Habit  of  Body  can  be  fup- 
)fed  to  admit  of* 

l 

Remark. 

1 

The  Cafe  of  j.  L.  has  fomething  lingular, 
i  it,  and  particularly  proves  the  extraordinary 
;hcacy,  and  Ufefulnefs. of  the  Agaric. 


J 
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I  have  already  taken  notice,  how  fi 
quently  it  is  impracticable  to  make  a  prof 
Ufe  of  the  Needle  and  Ligature  in  Woun 
of  long  ftanding  ;  and  farther  know  from  E 
perience,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
meet  with  the  fame  Difappointments  even  : 
recent  Wounds  that  are  made  upon  difeafi 
Parts.  So  that  I  think  it  may  be  reafonab' 
queftioned,  whether  I  fhould  not  have  m; 
with  the  like  difficulty  in  this  Subject,  had 
attempted  to  fecure  the  Veffels  by  Ligatures. 


'  •! 
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CASE  XLIV. 


Of  an  Amputation  of  the  Leg . 

T^HIS  Operation  was  performed  fince  the 
Communication  of  the  four  preceding 
"afes  to  the  Royal  Society . 

July  the  6th  1754*  H.  R.  a  young  Man  of 
14  Years  of  Age  was  admitted  into  the  Hof- 
>ital  on  the  25th  of  Aprils  of  this  Year*  on 
ccount  of  a  Difeafe  in  his  left  Foot. 

The  Part  was  much  enlarged  and  inflamed, 
fe  had  a  Fever,  and  there  was  a  confidera- 
le  Collection  of  Matter  which  pointed  on 
he  upper  and  outer  part  of  the  Foot,  betwixt 
he  Extremities  of  the  Tibia,  and  Fibula. 

The  Tumour  was  opened  by  Cauftic,  and 
lifeharged  about  a  Quart  of  very  feetid  Matter. 

There  was  a  fecond  Abfcefs  formed  on 
he  Infide  of  the  Leg,  under  the  Ten  do  Achillis^ 
vhich  was  opened  by  Incifion. 

From  the  Account  given  me  by  the  Patient, 
Ihe  Diforder  had  been  about  fixteen  Montht 

M  ftanding, 
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{landing,  and  took  its  rife  from  a  ftraincd 
Ancle,  which  was  immediately  fucceeded 
with  confiderable  pain  and  fwelling.  But  by 
Reft,  and  the  Application  of  warm  Vinegar 
to  the  part,  thefe  Symptoms  were  foon  re¬ 
moved,  and  he  continued  eafy  and  perfe&ly 
well  for  a  few  Weeks,  when  he  had  the  Mis¬ 
fortune  to  ftrain  the  fame  Ancle  again. 

From  the  Moment  of  the  fecond  Acci¬ 
dent,  he  became  lame,  his  Ancle  and  Foot 
fweii’d,  and  his  Diforder  increafed  for  two 
Months.  1 

I  n  this  Situation,  heputhimfelf  under  the 
Care  of  an  eminent  Surgeon.  The  Tumour 
terminated  in  an  Abfcefs,  and  was  opened  by 
Inc i lion,  ;>  .  j;  «{4pj 

;  This  Collection  of  Matter  was  fucceeded 
by  feveral  others,  which  were  opened  in  the 
fame  Manner.  1*  | 

The  Wounds  were  cured  in  about  eigh-i 
teen  Weeks,  and  the  Patient  was  reftored  toi 
the  perfect  Ufe  and  Motion  of  his  Foot. 

H  e.  continued  quite  well  for  fix  Months, 
when  bn  a  fudden,  the  Foot  became  painful, 
and  fwelled  again  without  any  previous  Ac¬ 
cident,  and  foon  afterwards  one  of  the  former 
..  ri:i  -  ‘  Wounds 
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Wounds  broke  out,  from  whence  there  arofe 
1  confiderable  Fungus . 

I  n  confequence  of  the  Difeafe,  the  Leg 
was  become  wafted,  he  was  incapable  of  put¬ 
ting  his  Foot  to  the  Ground,  he  refted  very 
little,  his  Appetite  was  bad,  his  Pulfe  quick 
ind  low  5  the  whole  Ancle  and  Foot  were 
greatly  enlarged. 

From  thefe  Circumftances,  and  all  Attempts 
to  relieve  him  having  failed,  it  was  judged 
advifeable  to  Amputate  the  Limb;  which  I 
did  this  Morning  in  the  ufual  Place  beiow 
the  Knee,  and  in  the  fame  Manner  as  has 
been  already  defcribed. 

When  the  Leg  was  cut  off,  bits  of  Agaric 
were  placed  upon  the  Mouths  of  the  feveral 
Arteries,  as  in  the  preceding  Cafes,  and  the 
fame  kinds  of  Dreffings  and  Bandage  applied, 
over  them  ;  the  Patient  was  immediately  re¬ 
moved  to  Bed,  and  in  a  few  Minutes  after, 
the  Tourniquet  was  let  quite  loofe. 

Upon  flackening  the  Tourniquet,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  complained  of  a  Convullion  in  his  Stump, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  Difcharge  of  Blood 
through  the  Dreffings  from  the  Arteria  Tibialis 
Antica . 


M  a 
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Seeing  this,  I  tightened  the  Tourniquet, 
upon  which  the  Bleeding  ceafed.  I  kept  the 
Tourniquet  moderately  tight  for  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour,  and  then  loofened  it  again.  The 
Patient  upon  its  being  loofened,  complained  of 
a  Return  of  the  Spafm  in  his  Stump,  and  there 
prefently  enfued  a  fecond  Difcharge  of  Blood 
from  the  fame  Veffel.  On  this  account,  I 
tightened  the  Tourniquet  again,  and  com- 
preffed  the  Femoral  Artery;  upon  which  the 
Bleeding  immediately  ceafed.  I  kept  the  Li¬ 
gature  moderately  tight  for  about  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour,  and  then  loofened  it  till  it  had  no 
degree  of  Preflfure  upon  the  Artery.  From 
this  time,  the  Bleeding  flopped,  and  did  not  re¬ 
turn  again. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  judge  that  the  Quantity 
of  Blood  which  was  loft  in  confequence  of  the 
Operation  did  not  amount  to  eight  Ounces  ; 
and  of  this  I  am  very  certain,  becaufe  I  had 
placed  a  Bafon  under  the  Stump  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  Blood,  which  amounted  to 
about  three  Ounces ;  and  allowing  there  was 
the  fame  Quantity,  or  a  little  more,  abforbed 
by  the  Dreffingsand  Rollers,  the  whole  could 
not  amount  to  more  than  I  have  fuppofed; 

which 
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which  Evacuation,  after  an  Operation  of  this 
kind,  is  more  likely  to  be  ferviceable,  than  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  Patient,  when  he  has  not  been 
much  reduced  by  the  Difeafe. 

H  e  refted  very  well  the  Night  after  the 
Operation,  he  had  fcarcely  any  fymptomatic 
Fever,  and  the  next  Morning  was  perfe&ly  eafy* 

From  this  time  he  continued  to  go  on  very 
well,  without  the  leail  interruption,  or  return 
of  the  Bleeding. 

H  e  was  dreffed  on  the  4th  Day,  when  the 
whole  of  the  Agaric  was  removed,  and  only 
the  common  Digeftive  applied  to  the  Wound  ; 
I  examin’d  whether  I  could  Difcover  the  Ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  Vefiels,  or  any  Pulfation  in 
the  Wound,  but  could  not 

H  e  was  dreffed  again  on  the  iixth  Day ;  he 
remains  very  well,  has  had  hardly  any  Fever 
or  Uneafinefs,  and  his  Wound  is  in  a  perfed: 
good  State. 

On  the  yth  and  8thDayshe  was  very  well, 
and  has  a  fair  profped:  of  a  fpeedy  Recovery. 

Remark. 

Upon  examining  into  the  Condition  of  the 
Foot,  after  it  was  amputated,  a  great  Part  of  the* 

Cap- 
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Capfular  Ligament  of  the  Ancle  Joint  appeared 
to  be  deftroyed.  The  fuperior  Part  of  tht  AJlra- 
galus ,  and  inferior  part  of  the  Tibia  were 
deprived  of  their  Cartilages.  The  Integuments 

and  neighbouring  Tendons  were  greatly  thick-1 
ened,  and  adhered  infeparably  to  each  other. 
The  Membrana  Adipofa  had  the  Appearance  of; 
a  Cartilage.  The  Tarfal ,  and  Metatarjal  Bones 
were  much  enlarged.  i 

N.  B.  The  Reafon  of  my  difeontinuing 
the  ufe  of  the  Agaric  from  December  1752,  to 
May  1754,  was  owing  to  my  not  being  able 
to  procure  fuch  as  I  believed  might  be  depended 
upon.  But  fince  I  have  had  it  in  my  power 
to  procure  the  genuine  Species  of  Agaric,  I 
have  always  ufed  it;  and  have  never  as  yet 
met  with  one  Inftance  of  its  failure  ;  nor  have 
I  ever  been  under  a  neceffity  of  applying  it  a 
fecond  time  after  any  Operation  whatfoever, 
except  that  Inftance  which  has  been  taken 
notice  of  in  the  Introduction  to  thefe  Cafes. 

Besides  the  particular  Operations  of  which 
I  have  already  given  an  Account,  I  could  treat 
of  feveral  others,  wherein  I  have  applied  the 
Agaric  with  equal  Benefit:  But  I  look  upon 
it  as  unneceflary  to  give  a  Detail  of  its  Effects 

upon 
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upon  Veflels  of  lefs  confequence  than  thofe  I 
have  already  fpoken  of :  concluding  it  muft 
neceflarily  be  allowed,  that  whatever  Styptic 
is  powerful  enough  to  fupprefs  an  Hemorrhage 

from  the  larger  Veflels,  muft,  ceteris  paribus > 

« 

be  fufficiently  powerful  to  fupprefs  an  Hemor¬ 
rhage  from  the  fmaller,  provided  it  can  be 
applied  and  retained  upon  the  Mouths  of  the 
divided  Veflels  with  equal  advantage ;  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  Application  of  the  Agaric 
will  prove  not  only  of  great  ufe  after  moft 
Operations  where  the  Needle  and  Ligature 
may  be  advantageoufly  ufed,  but  particularly 
fo  in  flopping  the  Bleeding  from  thofe  Veflels 
which  are  divided  in  the  lateral  Operation 
for  the  Stone,  as  well  as  the  Bleeding  from 
any  other  wounded  Veflels,  which,  from  their 
deep  Situation  cannot  be  fecured  with  the 
Needle  and  Ligatures. 
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